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Valedictorian and Salutatorian Named for the Class of 2018 
     Valedictorian of the Class of 2018 is Anna Brägger, 

daughter of Dan Brägger and Kathleen Kiltinen. Anna’s ac-

complishments include National Honor Society; Trem-

pealeau County Robotics Program; Badger Girls State; High 

Quiz Bowl; Drama; STARS; FFA; Band, Pep Band, Color 

Guard; Forensics. Anna plans to attend the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

     Salutatorian of the Class of 

2018 is Madelyn Woychik, 

daughter of Glen and Dawn 

Woychik. Madelyn’s accom-

plishments include National  

Honor Society; Class President; Student Council; I-

Club; History Club; Badger Girls State; Drama; STARS; 

POPS; Cross Country; Powerlifting, Captain;          

Cheerleading Football, Captain; Homecoming 

Queen; Prom Attendant. Madelyn plans to attend 

Winona State University. 
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Class of 2018 Graduation 
The Class of 2018 will graduate Saturday, May 26, 2018 at 1:00 PM  

in the high school gymnasium. 

Class Motto:  “Chase your dreams, but always know the road 

that’ll lead you home again.” - Tim McGraw 

Class Colors:  Purple and Silver 

Class Flower:  Purple Carnation with Silver tips 

Class Song:  “Five More Minutes” by Scotty McCreery 

Class Advisors:  Pam Lehmeier, Jeff Ruhland, Bärry Schmitt 
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Riley CJ Bangiorno Cassidy Elizabeth Kabus Jesse James Pientok 

Morgan Elizabeth Becker Dayne David Keenan Jacob Mathias Rotering 

Shawn Matthew Boland Nora Agnes Killian Dustin Robert Skroch 

Allison Jo Brägger Dustin Otto Knopps Nathan Timothy Skroch 

Anna Marie Brägger Heather Lynn Marsolek Nicole Lea Skroch 

Artur Carvalho Da Costa Alexis Marie Noble-Meraz Vincent Michael Skroch 

Hunter Res Fankhauser Isaac Darin Pape Aliyah Alexandra Walentin 

Hunter David Fredrickson Ian James Pfaff Kellie Jean Woychik 

Russell Brian Heiden  Madelyn Rachel Woychik 

The Class of 2018 Recognizes Six Students for Academic Achievement 
     There are an additional six students from the Class of 2018 being recognized for their academic  

accomplishments.  Academic Achievement is based on a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 and above. 

Morgan Becker 
 

Future Plans: 
UW-Eau Claire 

Nicole 
Skroch 

 
Future 
Plans: 
Viterbo 

University 

Hunter Fredrickson 
 

Future Plans: 
Iowa State University. 
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Class of 2018 Academic Achievement Students  
 

Cassidy Kabus 
 

Future Plans: 
Winona State University 

Alexis Noble-Meraz 
 

Future Plans: 
UW-River Falls 

Nora Killian 
 

Future Plans: 
Winona State University 
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From the Desk of Mr. Schmitt 

School Safety - Our Highest Priority 

     School Safety has been in the news a great 

deal in the last few months, especially since the 

February 14th school shooting in 

Parkland, Florida. It was also on 

April 20th, nineteen years ago 

that the Columbine school shoot-

ing occurred. On March 26th, Wis-

consin Attorney General Brad 

Schimel issued a press release an-

nouncing the formation of the 

Department of Justice’s Office of School Safety. 

Also in this press release, he notified schools on 

how to apply for grant funding to be used for 

school safety. 

     Although all this publicity may shine a bright-

er light on school safety, please be assured that 

the safety of our students has always been a 

top priority and we have had many safeguards 

in place. We also have had a safety committee 

for some time. This committee meets monthly 

and is made up of administration, staff, school 

board, local law enforcement, and representa-

tives of SSPP. One of its tasks is to continually 

create, review, and adjust procedures in the 

event of a crisis.      

     I also want to state that although it gets 

plenty of media attention, school shootings are 

relatively rare in comparison to other public 

places according to a study by the FBI titled, “A 

Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United 

States between 2000 and 2013”. That doesn’t 

mean it is any less important to prepare to pre-

vent such a disaster.  Until there are none, there 

are too many school shootings. Although it may 

seem that many districts seem to be reacting to 

the current situation, I feel here at Independ-

ence we have been proactive regarding 

school safety. Although we are far from having 

everything we want in place, we have been 

working diligently in the past four or five years to 

improve security and prepare for a crisis if one 

would happen. 

 

Our District was one 

of the first in the area 

to research an ac-

tive shooter system 

known as ALICE. AL-

ICE is an acronym 

that stands for Alert, 

Lockdown, Inform, 

Counter, and Evacuate.  Even though the let-

ters are in a specific order to form the acronym, 

the techniques are in no way sequential and 

must be executed as the situation dictates. Our 

staff has done extensive training in these tech-

niques, not only receiving information, but actu-

ally practicing the techniques in both virtual 

and live simulations. Our next step is to continue 

the training with the students. Besides present-

ing information to students on what to do in an 

active shooter situation we have begun some 

brief “drills” with the older students. Most re-

cently we have had students practice proce-

dures for a law enforcement evacuation and 

also had them discuss with each of their class-

room teachers what they could do and use to 

barricade a room if they needed to lockdown. 

These drills can be related to what we have 

been doing with fire and severe weather drills 

for decades. We are practicing what to do in 

case an actual event occurs.  Our message to 

students is to “prepare, not to scare”. Obviously 

we need to be sensitive to the age of the stu-

dents and gauge drills accordingly and any 

“intensive” drills would be communicated to 

parents before actually being implemented. 
I hope this brief narrative gives you some 

reassurance that your children are safe at 

school and that safety is our top priority. Some-

times students and parents don’t know “why” 

we have some of the rules in place such as 

rules about backpacks and where students can 

enter and exit a building, but I hope that in 

many of these rules, the safety and security of 

our school comes into play and therefore this 

factor trumps the “inconvenience” of the rule.  

Our students have been very receptive to these 

procedures and drills and have given us valua-
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We Need You: Their Future Starts Now! 

     As I reflect upon another year of service to 

the students and families of Independence I 

am drawn to the support we re-

ceive as a school district.  Inter-

nally, we have so many dedicat-

ed staff who spend countless 

hours beyond their contractual 

obligations to help students 

reach their goals. This is done 

through lesson planning, check-

ing of student work, parent meetings, commit-

tee meetings, lunch support, after school sup-

port, and extra duties that make this building a 

great place to work.  The summer months are 

fast approaching and our staff continues to 

amaze as they focus on wrapping up this year.  

What impresses me is their vision for the future.  

They are already asking questions, and plan-

ning for next year. We are getting smarter 

about helping your child get smarter towards a 

successful future! Our internal community is one 

of focus and strength for each child we serve.   

     As the vision of community grows beyond 

our walls, I do not need to think long about the 

support we receive from local organizations. 

Most recently, and specifically, the Lion’s Club 

sponsored a Family Fun Reading Night for our 

children. Another community event, school-

wide Title I night, brought in some great families 

for a night of dinner, relaxing and reading.  

Vanderloop Scoop 

ble feedback as to how to improve the safety 

of our school. I am most proud of the position 

many of our students have taken in regard to 

preventing school violence by addressing  

bullying and acceptance of ALL students.  We 

will continue to talk to students to get their per-

spective and feedback and to make them feel 

as safe as possible at school.  It’s another as-

pect to being the “Best School Ever”. 

Bärry Schmit 

District Administrator/High School Principal 

Thanks to the Elk Rod & Gun Club, our middle 

school students were making connections with 

Science when working at Bugle Lake. These 

events would not be possible without the love 

and support of our internal and external com-

munity partners! Thank you to all organizations 

that have helped us this past year. 

     As you have read, and understand by now, 

the community support is far reaching. We view 

these partnerships as a necessity towards stu-

dents success. Without all of us working togeth-

er with a common vision, we cannot make last-

ing impressions on students and help our com-

munity grow. I want to recognize members of 

the community who often go unrecognized: 

parents and guardians. We know the im-

portance of family connections and support to 

a healthy school environment. Children are 

more successful in school when their family is 

supporting what their child is doing in the class-

room. Overall, we have had great support from 

our parents. We continue to have successful 

parent communication either through phone, 

email, or face to face communication.    

     Each of 

these com-

munity part-

ners should 

have one 

motto in 

common: we 

want to pre-

pare our chil-

dren for a successful future!  Summer is fast ap-

proaching and soon our children will be out of 

our school walls and into the walls of our com-

munity. Our children will be visiting the library, 

beach, playgrounds, and even JoJo’s Drive-In. 

To continue to help support our children, I need 

to ask each community member to look out for 

our children. When you see them around town, 

ask them about their day.  Ask them what they 

are reading this summer.  Ask about their future 

hopes and dreams. The more we can get them 

thinking past today the stronger their activities 

will help shape a stronger tomorrow. Tell them 
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you are proud of the person they are becom-

ing. Tell them you believe in them and want 

them to be safe. These simple words of encour-

agement can shape the thoughts and actions 

of our over 400 children in our community. We 

want them to be responsible and respectful 

young citizens of our community this summer 

and in the future. Your involvement can lead 

them down this path to success. Thank you for 

being a positive, active community member for 

our children! 

With Indee Pride, 

 

Robert Vanderloop 

PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education 

(715) 985-3172 ext. 104 

vanderloopr@indps.k12.wi.us 

Enrichment Program Recap 

Elementary Spelling Bee 
     Our District Spelling Bee was held on March 

13, students in grades 4-8 qualified for the district 

spelling bee by achieving 80% or higher on a 

spelling test of 50 words ranging in degree of 

difficulty. After several rounds of spelling Kendra 

Suhr was deemed the champion and Drew 

Bragger was our runner up. They both traveled 

to Westby, WI on March 22, 2018 to compete 

against other area spellers. They both did very 

well lasting through several rounds. 

Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being able 

to attend a concert or event that one of 

your family members are a part of?  Well, 

don’t miss another event!  Many of the 

events, including concerts, special presen-

tations and graduation, are live streamed 

using the school’s Polycom camera.  On 

the day of the event, log into the school’s 

website (www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the 

left side of the page there is a link called 

Indee TV Live.  If you are not available to 

watch it live, you can also click on the link 

Indee TV and there are archived events 

listed. 

INDEE APPAREL 
The Booster Club has Indee Apparel for sale.  

It is cash and carry.  Sizes are kids Small 

through Adult XL.  Sizes and styles are limited.  

Stop in the school office for more information. 
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     HERITAGE FAIR 
     Our 4th grade students have spent many hours researching and writing about an event, location 

or person, that has contributed to Wisconsin heritage. The Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented Net-

work sponsored the Regional Heritage Fair on April 19, 2018. Fourth Grade students from area 

schools put on a showcase of their Heritage Fair projects. Project topics ranged from the Peshtigo 

Fire to Wisconsin Dells to Cheese Curds to Frank Lloyd Wright. All students were required to write and 

memorize a speech as well as have a visual presentation. Our students presented their projects to 

staff members, who served as judges and selected 4 projects to attend the regional fair.  

     These students presented their projects to be critiqued by another judge at the Regional Fair and 

also listened to presentations on one woman’s sole trip of kayaking the Mississippi River as an Adven-

ture Artist and they learned about running an apple orchard from Ecker’s Orchard. Sara Ecker told 

us about how different birds are helpful and that some can hurt the apple production. The students 

had a great day listening to others present their projects and learning about Wisconsin History. 
 

Naydi Morales Cervantes “Ellen Raskin” 

Cristal Sandoval  “Wood Violet” 

Owen Gierok “Dairy Farming” Nayeli Ortiz Hernandez “Laura Ingalls Wilder” 
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KIDS COLLEGE 
     9 of our 5th grade students also traveled to UW-La Crosse on April 5th, to experience what it is like 

to go to college. Kids College allows area students to participate in classes just like they would if 

they were a student on campus. This experience gives our students the idea of what it is like to be a 

college student and to show them that if they work hard going to college is something they can at-

tain.    

      

To finish out the year, we will have students participating in Battle of the Books and Kids College. In 

the Battle of the Books event, students read 40 books over the course of the year and will compete 

against other area teams. They will be asked to remember details from the books and give the title 

and author to correctly answer each question. Points are awarded and the team with the most wins 

will be deemed Battle of the Books champion. 

     It has been a great year providing enrichment opportunities for our students. There are several 

summer camps at area universities where students can continue to learn about topics that interest 

them. If you would like more information please contact Melissa Pientok at 715-985-3172. 

Teresa Najera, Kia Back, Camilla Cantu Lucio, Lillianna Young,  Andrea Acahua-Greenwold, Lucas Halvorson, 

Drew Bragger, Dilan Dallman, and Jack Lopez Maldonado 
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End of the Year Device Check In 
Families of Independence Students Grades 6-12 
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MONDAY – THURSDAY 

 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY 

 

CLOSED 
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April is Autism Awareness Month 

     The students in Ms. Hruza's and Mrs. Olson's English 11 class are studying autism and making con-

nections to the main character in the book "The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time" by 

Mark Haddon. 

     April is Autism Awareness month, and the English 11 students used what they were learning to 

make informational posters to hang up in school! 

     The student body showed their support of Autism Awareness Month by wearing blue on Friday, 

April 6th, following National Autism Awareness Day celebrated on April 2nd each year. 
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4th Grade Heritage Fair Projects 

     Happy Fourth Quarter Indees! The fourth 

graders have been working really hard the past 

couple of weeks. They have been working on 

their Heritage Fair Projects in the classroom and 

also during computer class with Mrs. Pyka and 

Mrs. Pientok. For their Heritage Fair projects, 

they had to pick a topic based off of Wisconsin. 

For example, some of the topics were dairy 

farms, Green Bay Packers, white tailed deer, 

and also state symbols. After they picked their 

topic, the students researched that topic and 

wrote a speech. Once the speech completed, 

they were able to build a tri-fold board display 

full of pic-

tures, fun 

facts, and 

anything else 

that went 

with their 

topic. Some 

s t u d e n t s 

even bought 

in prompts to 

enhance the 

tri-board dis-

plays. After 

the students presented their speeches in front 

of their classmates, Mrs. Pientok, and Ms. 

Matejka, four of the students were chosen to go 

to the regional fair in Galesville, WI. Those hard-

working students were Owen Gierok, Naydi Mo-

rales Cervan-

tes, Nayeli 

Ortiz Hernan-

dez, and Cris-

tal Sandoval 

Lopez. At the 

regional fair, 

they were 

able to listen 

to speakers  

talking about 

apple farming 

and traveling 

the Mississippi River. Also, they were able to talk 

other students about their projects. The fourth 

grade class did a fantastic job! 

James Carrillo Taylor 

Mareni Xochicale 

Jacob Hubbell 

Teach Children to Save Day 

     On Friday, April 20th it was National Teach 

Children to Save Day. Tom Jensen, President/

CEO of the Independence State Bank came 

and gave a presentation to the first grade stu-

dents. He read them an interesting story 

about saving money. He asked them ques-

tions about what they save their money for--

their answers were quite impressive. After the 

presentation he gave each student his/her 

very own Independence State Bank bag with 

a shiny golden one-dollar coin. 
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8th Grade Students Think Ahead at  

Junior Achievement’s Career Day in Altoona  

     Once again, the 8th grade students were able to attend Junior Achievement’s (JA) Career Day 

earlier in the month. This was the third year our 8th grade class has been in attendance at JA’s Ca-

reer Day. First, students were able to learn about the multitude of career options in the area by visit-

ing with local businesses at a career fair. Students heard from professionals in the medical field, law 

enforcement realms, entrepreneurships, the hospitality business, and more. Afterwards, students 

toured Chippewa Valley Technical College’s Health Education Center and were blown away by 

the potential opportunities they offered if they chose to attend one day. It was a fantastic day that 

has our 8th grade students anticipating the many adventure that await them.  

Breanna Kulig investigates just how  

much volume her lungs can hold when learning 

about CVTC’s Respiratory Therapist program. 

   Kevin Halvorson, Brayden Creebo, and 

Kaci Kahler learn more about running a 

business from the founder and owner of 

emBARK, Heather Mishefske. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
All parents are reminded to call the school by 

9:00 a.m. on the day of your child’s absence.  

Failure to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. may 

result in a disciplinary action for the student.  

We appreciate your cooperation on his.  

Again, if parents do not call, then we will call 

to confirm the fact that parents know where 

their children are (either at home or school), 

and that our children are safe.  Thanks for your 

cooperation. 



Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter 

 http://www.google.com 

 https://www.facebook.com/ 
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Family Fun Reading Night 

     On Wednesday, April 4, the Independence 

Lions hosted their sixth annual Family Fun Read-

ing Night at the Independence Public 

School.  Students in grades 4K through 5 at both 

the public school and SS Peter and Paul were 

invited, along with their parents. In all, about 50 

people came to school to enjoy reading-

centered family activities. 

     The evening began at 5:30 with a supper of 

barbecue, hot dogs, chips, carrots, fruit, bars, 

and milk. At 6 PM participants were invited to 

choose which activity they would engage in for 

a 20 minute peri-

od. Among the 

choices were 

making book-

marks, preview-

ing the gift 

books, playing 

board games, 

completing word 

searches and 

hidden pictures, finding out about the Summer 

Reading Program at the Independence Public 

Library, trading books at the “Little Free Library 

for a Night” book swap tables, and listening to 

Celebrity Readers Tom Jensen, Rob Vander-

loop, and Girl Scouts Cora Sonsalla and Rhian-

na Theisen read their favorite books. Again this 

year Lion Dan Backman brought his guitar and 

taught kids some new songs. The evening was 

structured so that participants could change 

two more times before the 7 PM drawing for 

door prizes. At the close of the evening, each 

child was allowed to choose a book to take 

home. 

     The evening was completely free for those 

who attended. Lions members purchased and 

prepared the food for the supper and contrib-

uted their time and materials to helping the 

children and parents at the various activi-

ties. The Lions wish to thank the Rainbow Com-

munity Club for sponsoring the gift books; the 

Celebrity Readers; and IPS staff who contribut-

ed to the evening’s events. A special thank you 

Website:  

www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Independence School District 

Newsletter Copy Editor: 

Tracy Halama 

Production Editor: 

Linda Killian-Baures 

Editorial Administrator: 

Mr. Bärry Schmitt 

Phone: (715) 985-3172 

FAX: (715) 985-2303 

goes to Miss Independence Nevaeh Scow and 

attendant Melanie Ovalle for helping and to 

Girl Scout Leaders Renee Casper and Tiffany 

Theisen for bringing their scouts to help with the 

evening. 
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     This year’s prom was a throwback to the 80s.  

The junior’s decorated the historic opera house 

in streamers and balloons in classic “school 

dance” style.  The classic balloon arch topped 

off center stage and added some fun to this 

year’s grand march. Court members were 

Ethan Bautch, Chase Cooper, Logan Dahl-

Abramczak, Carter Koval, Ean Wright, Rylie 

Guza, Ashley Lundgren, Nevaeh Scow, Lynnsey 

Tuschner, and Daniella Warner. The newly 

crowned Prom 

King and Queen 

were Ean Wright 

and Daniella 

Warner. The  

juniors would like 

to thank all of 

the parents and 

o rgan i zat i ons 

that made this 

m e m o r a b l e 

night possible!       

80’s Junior PROM 2018 brother Jack, who is better known as “Java”.  

The District is very grateful to “Java” for his 

$30,000 donation towards the marquee project 

which is up and running. For anyone who knows 

“Java’s” fun loving spirit, he jokingly (at least we 

assume jokingly) said his motivation to donate 

to the school was “so his brothers and sisters 

wouldn’t inherit his money”. In the picture be-

low “Java” is flanked by District Administrator 

Barry Schmitt to his right and School Board Presi-

dent Joe Bragger to his left.   

Thank you Jack  

“Java” Baecker  

     Thanks to Jack “Java” Baecker, the School 

District will be getting a new Marquee.  Earlier 

this school year the District had communica-

tions with Independence mayor Robert 

“Ottie” Baecker about needs that both the 

District and City may cooperate together on.  

One of those needs was a new District mar-

quee that could also be used to help publi-

cize City events. The current marquee was 

erected when the school was built so it is 

about twenty years old. While Athletic Direc-

tor Jeff Ruhland requested bids for a new 

marquee, Mayor Baecker looked for funding.  

To our delight he found a willing donor in his 

Yearbook Pictures Wanted 
 

     The yearbook is in need of your help. If you 

have fantastic pictures of our Indee students 

playing a sport, having fun cheering at a 

game, or just plain fun, candid pictures, 

please submit them to Alie Bultman so that we 

have a lot of pictures to choose from for the 

yearbook this year. We are looking for all ages 

4K-Seniors. Please remember that all high 

school pictures will be considered for the high 

school yearbook and all elementary and mid-

dle school pictures will be considered for the 

elementary/middle school yearbook. Please 

take and send pictures throughout the school 

year. Please call Alie Bultman if you have any 

questions at 715-985-3172, ext. 139 or via email 

at bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us. Submit pictures 

to her email as well.  

mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
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     We had 82 students that attended post prom. The students had a bean bag tournament, with Al 

Woychik and Jordan Matchey winning the tournament. Daniella Warner and Jesse Pientok took 

2nd place. We also had a large inflatable for the students to play on. There was an obstacle 

course/race that all 4 classes competed in. The freshmen won the race after having finals.  

     We had plenty of food - pizza, bars, and ice cream sundae bar. We also were blessed to re-

ceive numerous donations! 

     Thanks to the volunteers:  Todd Matchey, Jill Scow, Ms. Hruza and boyfriend, Amanda Killian, 

Pata Warner, Theresa Fredrickson, Bill & Connie Guza, and Sandra Koval.  Also, a big thank you to 

Chad Halverson. 

Post Prom 2018 

Thank you for making Prom 2018 a great success! 
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     Marking the team’s best finish in all the years of existence.  In 

early March, the team of Jennifer Salazar, Geri Fredrickson, 

Madelyn Woychik and Elvecia Najera competed at the Wiscon-

sin High School Powerlifting Association state champion-

ships. The event was held in Mauston, WI, and the team didn’t 

disappoint as they brought home state runner up honors for the 

second year in a row.  Indi-

vidually Elvecia Najera 

placed 9th, Madelyn 

Woychik 3rd and Geri 

Fredrickson and Jenni Sala-

zar came in second.  

     At the end of March, 

Indee Powerlifting traveled to Appleton, WI to attend the USA 

Powerlifting National Championships. The team finished 5th in 

the nation, with Madelyn Woychik, Jenni Salazar and Elvecia 

Najera all placing third in their classes. Geri Fredrickson placed 

2nd to round out the placings.  A huge thank you goes out to 

the lifters, coaching staff, parents, and the community for sup-

porting our endeavors. 

The Indee Powerlifting Team Finished the Season with a Bang,  

State Runner Up, Back to Back! 

Congratulations Chloe! 

     Chloe Cooper brings home gold as she attended USA 

Powerlifting’s Youth Nationals in Spokane, WA.  Chloe com-

peted in the Youth Division for Indee Powerlifting, and set 

three records for her squat, bench press, and deadlift on her 

way to becoming a national champion! 



     Isaac Pape and Cassidy Kabus were select-

ed as the local nominees for the WIAA Scholar 

Athlete award. This award encompasses aca-

demic as well as athletic accomplishments. 

Each year, member high schools of the Wiscon-

sin Interscholastic Athletic Association are invit-

ed to nominate one boy and one girl for Schol-

ar Athlete honors. The nomination is based on 

criteria set by the WIAA. The program, which is 

underwritten by Marshfield Clinic, was launched 

in 1984 to demonstrate the positive impact of 

interscholastic athletic activities. 

     Isaac and Cassidy have represented Inde-

p ende nce 

High School 

with honor 

and distinc-

tion, both in 

the class-

room and 

the arenas 

of competi-

tion. This 

award will 

be present-

ed to them 

at both of 

the spring award banquets. Once again, con-

gratulations on receiving this recognition. 
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2018 WIAA Scholar Athletes High School Forensics 

     The 2018 High School Forensics season has 

drawn to a close and the Independence team 

has had a successful year!   

     February brought our first real contest, Sub-

district, held at Whitehall High School. Team 

members need to score 16 or higher [out of 25] 

in two of three rounds to earn the right to go on 

to District Contest.  

     District was held at UW-LaCrosse on March 

10.  Amy Lien, Poetry; and Gipsy Rodriquez, Po-

etry scored 20 or higher [out of 25] to earn the 

right to go on to State.   

     The team traveled to UW-Madison for State 

Contest on Saturday, April 21. 

     At State, Gipsy Rodriquez won a bronze 

medal, and Amy Lien, won a gold medal for 

her perfect 

performance. 

     Congratula-

tions, Gipsy 

a nd  Amy!  

Coaches Holly 

Knudtson and 

Susan Solli are 

very proud of 

you! 

Attention: High School  

Volleyball Athletes 
 

 The first day of 

practice is Monday, 

August 13th 

 Parent/Athlete 

Meeting & Athletic 

Code Meeting is 

Tuesday, July 31st. 

 

 You must have an up-to-date physical form 

on file before you are allowed to prac-

tice.  Schedule your appointment prior to  

August 13th 

 Have a great summer.  We are looking for-

ward to seeing you in the fall! 

 Check out the internet for some Volleyball 

Camps or contact one of your coaches for 

more information. 
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     Independence Public Schools is offering a Tractor & Farm Machinery Safety course as an enrich-

ment summer course for middle school and high school students. This class will be held June19th, 

20th. 21st & 22nd from 9:00am-3:00pm, and will be offered at Whitehall High School  School (Ag Room) 

being taught by Independence, Arcadia, and Whitehall, and Eleva-Strum Agriculture Instructors.  

Students will learn how to operate tractors varying from 30-200 horsepower. The 

cost for the course is $15.00 to cover the cost of the work book, which the stu-

dent keeps. Students that are 12 years of age who will be operating tractors or 

self-propelled farm machinery on public roads for their own family need this certi-

fication, as well as youth 14-15 years of age need the federal certificate of train-

ing for employment on farm in accordance with Part 570, Child Labor Regula-

tions.  Please bring a sack lunch each day. To register, please contact Independ-

ence Ag Instructor Jason Hovell at 608-534-0024, or via email at hov-

ellj@indps.k12.wi.us. Registration for Tractor Safety is requested by June 1st. Transportation can be 

provided if needed if expressed to Mr. Hovell by June 1st. 

Tractor and Farm Machinery Safety Course 
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Independence Public School     

· Independence Public School 

· Independence K-12 Art 

· 3rd Grade at Independence 

· 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

· Independence Athletic Booster Club 

· Indees Volleyball 

· Independence Indees Girls  Basketball 

· Independence Indees Boys Basketball 

· Independence Indees Music Dept 

· Independence Gilmanton-Football 

· Independence-Gilmanton Track & Field 

· Independence High School Powerlifting 

· Indees Fastpitch Softball 

· Indee Drama Club 

· Independence FFA 

· Independence Indees Baseball 

· Independence Post Prom 

· Independence Prom 2016 

· Indees Themes 



The newsletter of 
Independence School District 
Independence, WI 54747 
 
 
 
 
     

 


