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     Anyone close to me, and also consistent readers of this Newslet-

ter, knows I have a deep love for this community and area. Alt-

hough I am the District Administrator of the School District, I still feel 

the school is so deeply ingrained in the community, that it is also 

my role to not only emphasize the importance of community sup-

port for the school, but also school support for the community.  

That does not come hard to me as I have committed myself to this 

community and the real test of that commitment came last spring.  

A former high school classmate of mine, who is also on the School Board of my 

alma mater, called me. Although we chatted briefly about “glory days”, the real 

purpose of his call was to ask if I ever had any intention of going back to my 

home town. Although I was flattered, I politely and firmly responded that I’m an 

Indee as long as Independence still wants me to be one. Ironically, that commit-

ment again was tested this spring at the State Baseball tournament when Inde-

pendence/Gilmanton actually played my home town in the state championship 

game. 

     This leads me back to why I am so impressed by Independence. This past June 

the support of the community for the school was once again demonstrated by 

our baseball team’s run to the state championship game. How many other com-

munities, especially from bigger schools, would do the number of send-offs and 

welcome backs that happened during this time? I would also venture to bet that 

more people from Independence attended the State Baseball tournament than 

any other community in the state.  This was just a great follow-up to what I witness 

every May at the number of scholarships sponsored by local businesses and 

community members.  I can go on, but what really impressed me this year is on a 

more personal note. 
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need to celebrate. Therefore, I sincerely thank 

everyone, for allowing me to serve the students, 

parents, and the community of Independence 

in my current position and hope that I can help 

the school support the community as well as 

the community supports the school and me.  

BSE! 

Bärry Schmitt 

District Administrator/High School Principal 

     As some of you know, I moved at the end of 

this year from my home in town, to the land I 

own in the Town of Burnside. I soon found out 

how difficult it was to grow grass when it rains 

heavily about every few days. Therefore, it be-

came apparent that landscaping with rock 

may be a better option. After making this deci-

sion, my brother informed me of some land-

scaping rock in the Wausau area named 

“Purple Passion”. With my love of purple, it be-

came a no brainer that I had to have some of 

this around my new home. My brother was kind 

enough and had the equipment to haul a load 

of this rock in for me, but I miscalculated how 

much I needed (this is embarrassing to admit as 

a former math teacher) and soon I had a new 

problem. I needed more rock, my brother did-

n’t have time to bring me another load, and I 

didn’t have the equipment to haul a ton of 

rock. Therefore, I made some phone calls to 

community members. It should come as no sur-

prise the community came to my rescue. Soon I 

had a trailer from one resident and a truck to 

pull it from another community business. What I 

didn’t have though was a spare tire for the trail-

er and I didn’t want to make such a long trip 

with a heavy payload without a spare tire. It 

may be hard to believe, but finding that spare 

tire was the most difficult item to secure. After a 

number of calls and some false leads over a 

couple of days, I was succumbing to the fact 

that I may have to take my chances and make 

the trip without a spare. Then, the day before I 

planned to make the trip, I backed out of the 

garage to come to work, and saw a tire, exact-

ly what I needed, leaning against the garage.  

It was like it materialized out of thin air and was 

a gift from God.   

     Not only was all this amazing, what is even 

more amazing, is that no one wanted anything 

in return for all the help they had given me. It 

truly shows the ethics and integrity of the peo-

ple in this community. Sure, we have some 

“bad apples” surface at times, but we really 

have many, many more “gold standard” peo-

ple in this community and that is something we 
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Grading for Mastery  

and Accountability 

     This past school year the 

Independence School Dis-

trict officially implemented 

a grading philosophy known 

either as Standards Based 

(elementary) or Standards 

Referenced (middle/high 

school). To implement this philosophy each 

grade level or course determines 16 to 20 

“power standards” that are the basis of the cur-

riculum for the year. Power standards are con-

cepts that the District feels are essential for stu-

dents to know and master before moving to the 

next grade level or upon completion of the 

course. Mastery of a standard is then graded 

on the level of mastery. These levels are Ad-

vanced, Proficient, Basic, and Minimal. It is the 

goal of our  school that ALL students achieve 

proficiency in these Power Standards. The differ-

ence in Standards Based grading and Stand-

ards Referenced grading is that for Standards 

Based, each standard and the level of mastery 

is reported on report cards. In Standards Refer-

enced, levels of mastery of standards for the 

grading period are averaged and reported out 

on report cards with an A correlating to Ad-

vanced, B to Proficient, C to Basic, D to Mini-

mal, and F to No Mastery or Incomplete work. 

     This grading philosophy was implemented 

after about three years of research and devel-

opment by a committee of faculty, administra-

tors, Board members, and parents. It was based 

on research that has shown this philosophy to 
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be best practice in grading and customized to 

fit the specific nuances of our District.  The most 

comprehensive summary of this research and 

practice can be found in the Parent/Student 

Grading Handbook. 

     Although this sounds complicated, quite 

frankly, it is really based on common sense. We 

identify the concepts we want students to 

know, we assess their knowledge of the con-

cepts, and if they haven’t mastered the con-

cept, we give them the support they need, and 

then reassess them until they prove they have 

mastered the standard. Of course this is much 

different than what has “traditionally” hap-

pened in schools. The area that I have seen as 

being most difficult for students and parents to 

understand is that their mindset needs to 

change from “obtaining a grade” to 

“mastering a standard”, in other words, more 

focused on actual learning. 

     Implementing this concept of mastery will 

take time and growing pains are part of the 

process. After one year at the high school level, 

it was obvious to me that there are two areas 

our staff and students need to improve upon.  

Those two areas are accountability and com-

munication. Therefore, we will be focusing on 

these areas by “tightening up” on some pro-

cesses that we already have in place.  

     To improve accountability for students in 

middle and high school, it will be required that 

every Friday students will be informed of any 

missing work that they need to complete to 

show mastery of a concept. They will also be 

informed that 

on Monday, 

they will be as-

signed to after 

school Make-

Up Learning 

Time (MLT) until 

this work is 

c o m p l e t e d , 

which could 

mean additional after school time. If they com-

plete the work to a satisfactory standard before 
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Monday after school, then they will not be re-

quired to attend MLT. Parents and guardians 

will be notified on Friday’s also if their child is 

missing work and assigned to MLT. Of course, 

students can be placed on MLT at any time 

during the week with proper communication to 

parents. 

     Also, to improve communication, all students  

deficient in a class (getting a grade of a D or F)  

and their parents will be notified every two 

weeks. This is to try to avoid the “I didn’t know I 

was failing” excuse when grades come out at 

quarters. 

     Another accountability 

and communication tool 

that will be tweaked is the 

Right to Reassess policy. 

Currently any student has 

the right to “retake” a 

summative assessment if 

they agree to do some 

preliminary work to verify 

they are ready to reassess, 

regardless of what their mastery level was on 

the assessment. For 2017-18, any student who 

assesses on a Power Standard  and is at a mas-

tery level of Basic or below will be offered a re-

assessment opportunity by the instructor. If the 

student refuses to take the opportunity, this will 

be documented and communicated to the 

parent or guardian of the student. 

     Although these accountability and commu-

nication procedures could be time consuming, 

we feel that holding students accountable for 

their work and the mastery of standards will ulti-

mately lead to less time having to chase down 

students to get work done and therefore lead 

to less required communication to parents. It 

should also lead to improved learning. After all, 

it is really just common sense and my expecta-

tion to be the Best School Ever. 

 

Bärry Schmitt 

District Administrator/High School Principal 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eRPnMfd-ibXrrA650qW2WBUEqkYcxuTTivIeR-XHF80/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eRPnMfd-ibXrrA650qW2WBUEqkYcxuTTivIeR-XHF80/edit?usp=sharing
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how we serve students. The phrase, “when I 

was a kid…” doesn’t always promote what is 

best for our students. There is an appreciation 

for history and what worked well, but we can’t 

solely rely on past practice to get the results we 

want today. As district employees, we need to 

constantly push boundaries so that our students 

have the best opportunities for future success.  

As a building leader, I need to promote an en-

vironment where staff are challenged to always 

look towards continuous improvement. The 

beauty of our district is our ability to collabo-

rate. We use data to determine what works, 

and what does not. In recent years, we have 

seen the results of our current practices. Our 

data has been brought before the school 

board and we realized we needed to make a 

change. We looked to local and national ex-

perts in the field of education to understand 

what changes needed to happen. Without this 

research we would be changing for change 

sake, and our results would not be positive. 

Without collaboration, we would be promoting 

a change that is not understood by our staff.   

     Our staff needed to change the way we ap-

proach rigor in the classroom. Our staff needed 

to identify what was being taught, and how to 

best understand who was learning the material 

and who wasn’t. This promoted the identifica-

tion of power standards in the classroom and 

assessments that match those standards.  This is 

an expectation we have for all staff that in-

struct students. We can then review our data to 

determine what practices are working and 

what practices need to change. There is that 

work again, change.   

     This effect has produced a higher quality of 

instruction that is more focused on learning 

concepts with greater depth instead of just 

memorizing facts. It has allowed us to be more 

efficient educators. This has not come without 

support. Our district has made a commitment 

to this work and provided staff with the neces-

sary professional development to make this vi-

sion a reality. The staff in our district are getting 

the support they need to be successful.                 
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     Change is often a word or 

term people shy away from.  Peo-

ple don’t like the word change 

because it takes people out of 

their comfort zone, and can put 

them in new situations that are 

unfamiliar. This causes stress! This is 

heightened when the change is happening 

and there is no support in place to promote this 

change. In a classroom situation, a student who 

needs to change their behavior is quick to pro-

duce more negative behaviors because they 

may be asked to do something that is unfamil-

iar to them. The student is feeling stress and this 

often times leads to more disruptive behavior 

because they are resistant to this change. Think 

about your work environment or a work envi-

ronment you have been a part of.  Was there a 

time when you were asked to change a be-

havior? Did you openly ac-

cept this change? Did you 

resist? More importantly, 

did you feel supported 

when being asked to 

make this change?   

     It takes passion to bring up initiatives that in-

volve change.  If you’re not pushing boundaries 

once in a while, then what are you doing? 

 -Dave Skogen, Founder of Festival Foods 

     In our district there is a lot of passion for the 

students we serve. I see it in the hallways as we 

enforce expectations. I see it in the classroom 

as we not only introduce content, but teach 

our students. This is the most passion I’ve seen in 

a district that serves students. This is a compli-

ment to the staff that have the opportunity to 

work with the children of the Independence 

School District. This is a compliment to the dis-

trict that supports the needs of our students.   

     As we look for continuous improvement, we 

need to continue to push the boundaries of 

Vanderloop Scoop 
Success Will Come with  

Change and Support 
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Writing, Speaking, and Reading  

in all Subjects 

     Knowledge is not the goal. That may sound 

strange as we tend to think, first and foremost, 

that the work of schools and teachers is to im-

part knowledge. We do much more than teach 

subjects or knowledge. 

     Our job is to teach students. To teach them 

to be literate (defined by Merriam Webster as 

the ability to read, write, think, and speak) in all 

subjects; to communicate  knowledge; collab-

orate with others;  think critically; write well;  ac-

tively listen; and contribute to their careers and 

communities using the knowledge they have 

gained from a myriad of sources, including their 

teachers and their school.  

     It is well known that students are expected 

to take classes such as Reading in elementary 

school, and English Language Arts in middle 

and high school. And that the emphasis, if not 

primary goal, in these classes is to teach stu-

dents to read, write and speak. We have an 

amazing cadre of teachers that teach these 

classes and they do a wonderful job, but it is 

not enough. It is not enough to develop our stu-

dent’s literacy skills to the degree necessary for 

success in college and career life. How do we 

know? We can see it in the data (ie: ACT 

scores) and/or anecdotal student graduate 

feedback. We are not alone, many schools 

Curriculum and Counseling Corner      As this change continues to the student lev-

el, we are seeing incremental growth. Our local 

data is showing steady growth where we would 

expect to see it. Last year, our state scores also 

showed that steady growth. We will again ana-

lyze multiple pieces of data to determine if 

what we are doing is working for our students.  

Like a change in expectations for staff, a 

change in expectations for students does not 

come without support. We continue to do more 

during our current school day to support stu-

dents. Our teachers are using different teach-

ing strategies to help students learn, we have 

changed how we group students during inter-

vention/enrichment blocks, we have provided 

more support during lunch and after school to 

support the individual needs of students. We 

are doing more as a system to support the high-

er expectations we have for all students.   

     Mediocrity is exhausting because you don’t 

feel like you are ever getting anywhere. You just 

watch the days pass by without any sense of 

accomplishment. We cannot operate this way, 

therefore, we need to always analyze our prac-

tices, keeping the things that are working but 

being open to change and a continuous im-

provement cycle of reflection. It is amazing 

work we are doing and we should be proud of 

the efforts of our staff, board, families, and 

community.  

     If you would like to talk further about the 

things we are doing to help our students be-

come successful, please do not hesitate to con-

tact me.   

 

Go Indees, 

 

Robert Vanderloop 

PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education 

Independence School District 

Independence, WI 

(715) 985-3172 ext. 104 

vanderloopr@indps.k12.wi.us 

Facebook: #goindees 
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(reasoning, conceptual thinking, and number 

sense) skills. 

     On June 21st, Ms. Larson and Mrs. Sonsalla 

traveled to Lake Geneva for IQWST 

(Investigating and 

Questioning our 

World through Sci-

ence and Technolo-

gy) training. This is 

the middle school 

c u r r i c u l u m  w e 

adopted last year 

after thorough re-

search and evalua-

tion.  IQWST was writ-

ten by the authors of 

the Next Generation 

Science Standards 

(adopted by many 

states and schools nationwide).   

     On July 11th and 12th, Mrs. Pape, Mrs. 

Schrenkler, Ms. Matejka, and Mrs. Larson (our 

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teachers) learned more 

about Multiple Literacies through Project Based 

Learning. ML through PBL is an elementary sci-

ence curriculum currently being developed by 

authors of the Next Generation Science Stand-

ards. Emily Miller, an NGSS writing team mem-

ber, and her partner Stacey Hokiewicz from the 

Madison School District, facilitated. This type of 

professional development, with trainers directly 

involved in national standard development is 

unprecedented for Independence.   

     We were able to find this opportunity after 

reaching out to Joe Krajcik, Michigan State Pro-

fessor and lead author for both NGSS, and 

IQWST. Because Mrs. Sonsalla has seen the stu-

dent benefits of IQWST this past year, we want-

ed to know if there was an elementary version.  

After contacting Mr. Krajcik this winter, he invit-

ed us to be a part of the development team for 

ML for PBL. Their team was interested in Inde-

pendence because of our unique student pop-

ulation.  This work, funded by the George Lucas 

Foundation is free and will eventually be availa-

ble to schools nationwide. Our costs include 
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face similar issues and the answer lies in our 

ability to help students learn and apply literacy 

skills in all areas.   

     We started the Disciplinary Literacy discus-

sion several years ago and some students will 

likely attest to seeing more writing in art class, 

more reading in agriculture classes etc. This 

past year we worked even harder to polish our 

skills in these areas to create a coherent set of 

literacy expectations for grades 6-12. Over the 

course of 5 months this past school year, our 

middle and high school teachers collaborative-

ly developed clear expectations for: reading, 

writing, and speaking (discussions). They took 

these clear standards and grading rubrics and 

applied them to their current classes with a 

goal of coming together to share their experi-

ences, review student work, and calibrate 

around what it means to meet proficiency in 

these areas of literacy- all the while saving the 

integrity of their content area (music, art, ag, 

business, social studies, science, physical edu-

cation, etc.). The goal was and is not to take 

anything away any from the specific discipline/

content areas, but to develop student skills in 

applying the knowledge gained. Teachers will 

continue that work in the coming year. 

     Students will likely come home this year shar-

ing the news that they are expected to write 

more, read more, and participate in intelligent 

conversations more frequently. We welcome 

your feedback regarding these changes and 

thank you for your support. 

Dawn Woychik 

School Counselor 

Direction of Curriculum, Instruction,  

and Assessment 

Science News 

     It has been a busy summer for our district sci-

ence teachers as we continue to build a co-

herent, rich, student centered approach to sci-

ence instruction from kindergarten through high 

school that intentionally supports language 

(speaking, writing, and reading) and math 
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student hands-on kit rental and professional de-

velopment.   

     In early August Ms. Matejka and Mrs. 

Schrenkler will travel to Michigan State Universi-

ty to work with the full team of teachers from 

other states, and ML for PBL developers.  

     So, what does all of that mean for our stu-

dents?   

     It means they will be asked to think like scien-

tists. Learning will be about much more than 

learning science content. It means that our stu-

dents will be asked to explore local phenome-

na (unique to Independence and Western Wis-

consin such as landforms, animals, weather, 

water, etc.) and hypothesize, question, and 

reason together as they develop models and 

explanations.  There will be an emphasis on:  

 

 Obtaining, evaluating and communicating 

information 

 Engaging in arguments from evidence 

 Constructing explanations and designing 

solutions 

 Analyzing ideas 

 Developing and using models  

 Using math and computational thinking 

 Planning and carrying out investigations 

 Asking questions 

 

     English language arts and math skills are 

carefully woven into the design, therefore, stu-

dents are not learning science in isolation, but 

integrating skills from other core areas.  

     We believe that because of the thorough 

alignment being built in Independence for 

grades 3 through high school science (stay 

tuned for more information later this year about 

K-2 science) that all of our students will be bet-

ter prepared to make decisions about future 

careers related to science, technology, engi-

neering, and math (STEM).   

     As always, we welcome your involvement.  

Please contact your child’s teacher, principal, 

or Mrs. Woychik to discuss these exciting devel-

opments!  

 Helping to Build a Stronger  

Local Community. 
     We have long thought of our school as a 

Community School, a place where our families 

and the larger community are welcome, and 

where we (students and staff) can contribute 

to the greater good. Thanks to school board 

support, we are excited to have the resources 

needed to expand career and service related 

opportunities for our students through certifica-

tions starting with the 2017-18 school year.   

     During last winter’s scheduling conferences, 

current sophomores and juniors were polled 

and almost all students expressed interest in at 

least one of the certifications presented as ten-

tative offerings:  

 First Responders  

 Volunteer Fire Department 

 Commercial Driver’s License 

 Nutrient Management  

 OSHA  

 Coaching 

 Officiating 

     Most, if not all, of these 

areas represent a local 

need and we hope to provide our graduates 

with the skills to fill these needs.  

     Mrs. Steiner will be working in collaboration 

with local employers and area technical col-

leges to finalize training options. The goal is to fit 

these trainings into the student’s school day 

schedule and to grow the number of opportu-

nities over time.  

     Helping our students develop a sense of citi-

zenship, and a responsibility to contribute the 

greater good, is something we can and should 

be emphasizing in our school and community.  

We hope these certifications serve as a step in 

that direction.  

     Please contact Mrs. Steiner at 715-985-3172 

Ext. 110 or Mrs. Woychik at Ext. #111 with any 

inquiries related to this work.  Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter 
http://www.google.com 

Job and Service Related  

Certifications for Students 
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     Independence Public School makes a wide 

variety of courses available to students without 

discrimination based on sex, race, color, nation-

al origin or disability including:   Agriscience Ed-

ucation, Art Education, Business Education, 

Spanish, Instrumental and Vocal Music, Voca-

tional/Industrial Education, and Physical/Health 

Education. A complete course description book 

may be found on our school web-

site:  www.indps.k12.wi.us [1]. The Independ-

ence School District does not discriminate on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, dis-

ability, or age in its programs and activities and 

provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 

other designated youth groups. The following 

person/people has/have been designated to 

handle inquiries regarding the non-

discrimination policies:   

Bärry Schmitt, Superintendent  

23786 Indee Blvd.   

Independence, WI 54747  

715-985-3172  

schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us. 

Courses Available 

     I have always loved the start of a new 

school year, seeing students smiling faces, look-

ing at how refreshed and rejuvenated every-

one seems ready to take on the new school 

year. Like the beginning of any new school 

year, new school supplies are purchased and 

the school halls are getting refreshed awaiting 

the arrival of students. The technology depart-

ment has also been busy getting new devices 

ready to be handed out to our students. This 

past spring the school board approved the 

proposal to go ahead with our refresh program 

and get brand new devices for our middle and 

high school students and staff and we added 

more laptops and iPads in the elementary too! I 

am excited to work with students and staff on 

these brand new devices to continue to learn 

how to effectively use these devices as a learn-

ing tool. I would like to take a moment to re-

mind everyone of the utmost importance in 

caring for these new devices. Here are some 

general guideline students should follow when 

using and transporting their device. 

 

1. Refrain from using your device around 

foods and beverages. A clean device 

works more efficiently. This also include 

making sure your hands are clean after 

eating. 

2. Keep your device in a secure location 

such as your locker or in a locked class-

room with teacher permission.  

3. Only use the device issued to you and 

ask permission from another student be-

fore touching their device to assist them 

with a question. 

4. Report any damage or computer issues 

as soon as possible to the technology 

department 

5. Keep device out of extreme tempera-

tures, hot and freezing temperatures can 

cause your device not to function 

properly. 

 

     You can find more guidelines and expecta-

tion on using your school issued device in our 

Digital Learning Initiative and in the Responsible 

Use Policy. Parents and students will be signing 

that you agree to follow and adhere to these 

policy at Registration Day on August 9th from 

12:00 pm - 7:00 pm..  

     New this year, students will be carrying their 

devices like a binder, the straps have been re-

moved from the case to prevent from marking 

up the lockers when the cases are bumped into 

the lockers. The removal of the straps will also fix 

the issue we have with the broken cases that 

need to be sent in and replaced when the 

strap bracket gets broken. 

     Device check out will be on Family Learning 

Day, August 30, 2017 from 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 

All past computer fees will need to be paid   

prior to students being issued a device.   

New School Year New Devices! 

http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/
tel:715-985-3172
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     In the past I have often received questions 

about the computer use at home, and as par-

ent you have the right to know what your child 

is doing on their computer. You can set guide-

lines about where the computer is being used 

such as at the kitchen table or only in family ar-

eas and not in bedrooms. Keeping your child’s 

computer out in the open areas of your home 

allows for better supervision from you. It is also 

important to ask questions of your child about 

what they are doing and how a particular pro-

ject is being implemented in the classroom. 

Your child’s device will continue to be filtered 

using the school firewalls off of school campus, 

but as diligent as we are about making sure 

certain websites are blocked, students can 

sometimes find a work around to access a site 

such as Facebook or twitter. We appreciate all 

the help you can provide in supervising your 

child’s computer use at home and we look for-

ward to a great school year! Go Indees! 

 

Melissa Pientok 

Technology Integration Specialist 

Enrichment Coordinator 
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 Independence Public School 

 Independence K-12 Art 

 3rd Grade at Independence 

 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

 Independence Athletic Booster Club 

 Indees Volleyball 

 Independence Indees Girls’ Basketball 

 Independence Indees Boys’ Basketball  

 Independence—Gilmanton Track & Field 

 Independence High School Powerlifting 

 Indee Drama Club 

 Independence FFA 

 Independence Indees Baseball 

 Independence Post Prom 

 Independence Prom 2016 

Students "Traveled the World" 

Through Art in Summer  

School this Year! 
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     It is with great pride and anticipation for the new year ahead that we welcome you to our 4K-12 

Registration Day on Wednesday, August 9th. All students and parents are expected to come to 

school together at any time between 12:00 and 7:00 on August 9th. This is a mandatory obligation 

for all families. Please park in the back lot and enter through the Cafetorium doors.  Plan to learn 

about, and organize for the year ahead by making these required station stops in the gym and 

cafetorium. If there is a $$ symbol noted below there may be a fee for you  to pay. Please bring 

separate checks for each payment/station.  

 Student Handbook Station:   Hard copy or electronic copies for each family 

 Infinite Campus: Family portal access instruction including usernames and passwords.  Input data 

and complete Registration Google Form 

 Nurse Station:  Medication forms, Immunization information, insurance form will be available   

 $$ Lunch Station:  Payments made and Free/Reduced forms available 

           **Minimum deposit for lunch is $10 for everyone.  You may deposit as much as you wish 

DAILY LUNCH COST 

Elementary $2.50  

Middle School and High School $2.65      

DAILY BREAKFAST COST  

Elementary $1.25 

Middle and High School  $1.50  

 Bus Station: Route information.  Orange Transportation Change Slips available 

 $$ Music Teacher Station:  Band rental fees,  and questions answered   

 $$ Computer/Acceptable Use Station:  Review options for computer training for students and 

parents, set up email parent groups,  review computer expectations.  COMPUTER PICK UP IS AUG 

30th.     

 Schedules and Locker Station:  Pick up a copy of your new schedule and locker combination 

(you can also try out your locker and be sure the combination is working)  

 Fall Conferences Station:  Schedule your fall conference  

 4K:  Meet and greet Ms. Schultz  

 $$  Athletics Station: . Physical forms, Coach/sign up information for sports, sports schedules.  Pay 

Athletic fees  $50 per sport.  Ind. Max of $100. Fees may be waived for families that qualify for the 

Free/Reduced Lunch Program.  Family Max of $150.  Activity Ticket Purchase $20 for student.  $50 

for adult.  **Make up Athletic  Code meeting will be held at 8 pm in room 307 (Mr. Abing’s room) 

 Activities Station:  Basic information, questions answered, and student sign up for clubs for grades 

9-12 

 $$ Indee Wear Station:  Order Indee Wear (cash or check). Some items cash and carry  

 $$ Life Touch Student Picture forms and payment may be done.  Pictures will be done on Aug 

30th. *Seniors must plan to get school pictures taken but they do not need to order/pay.  

 School Board Station:  meet and greet 

 Volunteer Orientation at 4:00 and 6:30 in the library. This is required of any parent/guardian wish-

ing to attend field trips or volunteer in any other capacity for the district.  

 If you are not able to attend Registration Day please plan to obtain materials and complete all 

requirements by  August 30th.   
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REGISTRATION DAY 2017 

Handouts available:    

 Yearbook Order  

 Picture Form  

 Insurance  

 Bullying Prevention and Intervention 

 Technology 

 Bus Transportation Change 

 School Calendar 

 Bell Schedule 

 

There is ice cream for all before you leave on August 9th.  We look forward to seeing you!  

Hello 4K Students and Families! 

     Our first day of school is fast approaching! I want to encourage all families with 4K students to at-

tend the August 9th Registration Day. I will be available on that day to help get your student enrolled 

in our Four Year - Old Kindergarten Program. If you have already enrolled in our program this day is 

for you to turn in any additional paperwork (signed medical/dental forms, document birth certifi-

cate info), get breakfast and milk accounts started, address any medical needs/concerns and ask 

questions you may have about the upcoming year.  Pape Bus staff will be available for transporta-

tion questions and concerns, it is important to set transportation up prior to the first day of school.  

Attendance on this day is important to ensure a smooth “first day” for your young student as well as 

for you as a parent.  I hope to see you all on August 9th (noon – 7pm) and again at Family Learning 

Day on August 30th from noon – 7PM. I look forward to working with your children and family as the 

district 4K teacher.   

     Enjoy the rest of your summer!  Ms. Schultz 

Family Learning Day   

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 
12:00-7:00 open house for all 4K-12 families 

✘Meet your teacher. Bring your school supplies for your classroom or locker 

✘School pictures (2 photo areas available - on stage and cafetorium) for 4K-12 

✘Computer check out for grades 6-12 (all forms must be in an fees paid) 
 Parent/Guardian attendance is optional for grades 6-12 IF all forms for computer pick up have been completed 

 

 



 

      

     The annual Ashley For the Arts will occur Au-

gust 11-13 this year. This is the biggest fundraiser 

of the year for the Independence Booster Club 

and athletic teams. There is a sign-up located 

on the school website. Please help us by donat-

ing your time. Donating your time will give you 

access to the whole event for the weekend. 
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Ashley for the Arts 

High School Volleyball  

     We hope you have been enjoying your sum-

mer!  The 2017 Volleyball season is just around 

the corner. Please remember: 

 Athletic Code Meeting on 

July 31st at 7:00 pm 

 Volleyball Parent/Player 

Meeting at 6:00 pm 

- Your attendance is man-

datory at these meet-

ings. 

 The first day of practice is 

August 14th 

- Practice times will be 8 am-noon for the first 

two weeks of practice.  Attendance is 

mandatory.  A schedule will be handed 

out at the meeting. 

 Please schedule your physicals.  Physical 

forms or alternate-year forms are due before 

the first day of practice!  Athletes may not 

practice or participate with the team until 

the physical form is completed by a doctor 

and turned into either the coach or the high 

school office.  You must also have x amount 

of practices in before you can participate in 

a game. 

 Ashely for the Arts is August 11th and 12th.  

Check the spreadsheet for your shift date 

and time.  Every athlete should work a time 

slot. 

 Please “Like” our Facebook Page, “Indees 

Volleyball” to receive updates on practices, 

games, and other team activities. 

     As a new/returning member of the Independ-

ence High School Volleyball Team, you will be ex-

pected to know and follow the team’s rules, along 

with working hard to meet its expectations. Being 

part of any team requires some sacrifices to be-

come strong individual players and strong members 

of a team. Dedication and hard work is required by 

those involved in order to have a successful season 

and a strong volleyball program. 

     (All Rules are in Effect the First Practice through 

the Final Game of the Season) 

     We look forward to the upcoming season! 

     Head Coach Olson, Assistant Coaches Halama, 

Buss, & Edison 

Middle School Volleyball  

Athletes and Parents  

     There will be a Middle School Volleyball Infor-

mational Meeting on Wednesday, August 9, 

2017 at 5:30 p.m. at SSPP. We would like all of 

the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade athletes that are in-

terested in playing Volleyball this season along 

with a parent or guardian to attend this meet-

ing. 

     At the aforementioned meeting we will be 

going over the necessary athletic forms in order 

for the athlete to participate. The following 

forms must be completed and signed in order 

to participate:  Permission Form to Participate, 

Diocese Form, Concussion Form, and Physical 

Form or Alternate Year Card (each athlete must 

provide the coach with a physical form com-

pleted by a licensed physician; a physical is 

good for two years, therefore an alternate card 

must be completed for the second year). We 

will also be collecting fees which are $30 for all 

athletes. Without the necessary completed 

forms, the athlete will not be able to practice or 

play. During the meeting we will also be going 

over expectations for both parents/guardians 

and athletes. 

     Our first practice will be on Monday, August 

28th at SSPP from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  We will also 

have practice on Tuesday, August 29th from 

4:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday, August 31st from 



 

      

4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Practices will continue from 

3:40 to 5:30 p.m. every Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day and Friday once school commences on 

Friday, September 1st. Practices are mandatory!  

Please keep in mind that the first few practices 

are some of the most important and they 

are starting before the 2017-18 school year, 

so be sure to have the necessary arrange-

ments made to attend practice. 

     You will need the following for practices:  

gym shorts, t-shirts, a sports bra, tennis shoes, 

socks and knee pads. The school will not pro-

vide knee pads. I also encourage all the ath-

letes bring a water bottle for practices and 

games. 

     In accordance with the Athletic Middle 

School Handbook the main goal for the 6th 

grade athletes is to give them the opportunity 

to learn the fundamentals. The 6th grade ath-

letes may get the opportunity to compete 

should we have low numbers in 7th & 8th grade. 

     If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to call Head MS Coach Pronschinske at 

715-985-2595  
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Middle School Football  

and Volleyball Information 

     There will be a code/team/informational 

meeting for any 6th-8th grade students and 

their parents that are interested in playing Mid-

dle School volleyball or football this fall. The 

meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 

9th at 5:30 PM in the SSPP school cafeteria. At 

this time schedules and the paperwork that 

must be turned in on or before the first day of 

practice will be handed out. Remember that 

physicals or alternate year cards must also be 

turned in before you are allowed to practice. 

You can get the forms for this from school. The 

$30 participation fee can also be taken care of 

at the meeting . Football players will be able to 

order practice jerseys for $25 as well. If you 

have any questions or are unable to make it to 

the meeting, please reach out to your coach: 

football - Chad Risler - 715-533-0285; Val 

Pronschinske - 715-985-2595. 
Youth Flag Football 

     Any 3rd, 4th, or 5th grader (or 6th grader that 

does not want to play middle school tackle 

football) should fill out a form 

at the following website: 

h t t p s : / / g o o . g l / f o r m s /

MGjY81UEop4wQi6z1 so please 

sign up as soon as possible.. 

We will need also need coach-

es for the 5th/6th grade team. 

There will be a fee assessed 

once we know how many 

players we will have. Here is a link with more in-

formation on the league: https://

d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / d o c u m e n t /

d/1FG95nx72Wg5nVhcADISDaGJXx33QLo-zu9l-

DURIyZs/edit?usp=sharing. The first games are 

scheduled for August 22. Once we have the 

number of athletes interested and contact in-

formation we will get info out on dates and 

times for practices. If you have any additional 

questions you can contact Chad Risler at 715-

533-0285. 

Physicals 

     Every year we have athletes miss the first 

days of practice due to not having a physical 

on record. The WIAA rule states that any physi-

cal taken on or after April 1 is good for the next 

two school years following that date. You can-

not practice unless you have a physical on file 

in the District office and most coaches consider 

missing a practice due to not having a physical 

as an unexcused absence.  If you are not sure if 

you have had a physical in the past two years, 

please contact the high school office at 715-

985-3172 to check if there is one on file.  If you 

had a physical last year, you still need to submit 

an Alternate Year Card to participate. 

https://goo.gl/forms/MGjY81UEop4wQi6z1
https://goo.gl/forms/MGjY81UEop4wQi6z1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FG95nx72Wg5nVhcADISDaGJXx33QLo-zu9l-DURIyZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FG95nx72Wg5nVhcADISDaGJXx33QLo-zu9l-DURIyZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FG95nx72Wg5nVhcADISDaGJXx33QLo-zu9l-DURIyZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FG95nx72Wg5nVhcADISDaGJXx33QLo-zu9l-DURIyZs/edit?usp=sharing
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Concussion Law 

     Wisconsin passed statute 118.293 known as 

the Wisconsin Concussion Law Act 172. This is a 

state law and is not optional. It requires all 

youth athletic organizations, which include high 

schools, to educate coaches.  

Indees Softball 

     The Independence/Gilmanton Indees soft-

ball team had a very successful season in 2017. 

Nineteen girls participated on the team this 

year. The Indees were a very young team led 

by seniors Jaydin Guza and Barbara Suchla. The 

Indees ended the season with an 18-8 record, 

tying a team record for most wins in a season 

originally set by the 2005 team. With an 8-6 con-

ference record, the Indees finished fourth in the 

conference. The team made it to the regional 

final game and ended their season with a 

tough 4-2 loss. Throughout the season this group 

of young ladies continued to work together, 

push each other to get better, and build confi-

dence.  

     Five members of the team received All-

C o n f e r e n c e 

honors: 1st team 

- Jaydin Guza 

and Rylie Guza; 

Honorable Men-

tion - Brianna 

Truog, Lynnsey 

Tuschner, and 

Geri Fredrickson. 

Jaydin Guza and Rylie Guza also earned Honor-

able Mention All-District. Jaydin Guza and Bar-

bara Suchla were also recognized as Academ-

ic All-State. Congratulation to these amazing 

young ladies on a great season.  

Two Sport Athletes 

     There are always a lot of questions about 

students participating in two sports during the 

same season.  Independence High School does 

allow this, but some basic guidelines must be 

adhered to. Below is a summary of some of the 

conditions in the policy. 

1. An athlete must indicate their intention well 

before the start of the seasons that they will 

participate in two sports. This notification 

needs to be done soon enough to allow the 

athletes, parents, and coaches to meet to 

draw up a two-sport contract before either 

season begins. 

2. All athletes except freshmen must declare a 

“first” sport which will be the sport which 

gets priority when conflicts in practice or 

competitions happen. Coaches are al-

lowed to waive this priority on specific dates 

and freshmen are allowed to try to equalize 

priorities but may declare a “first” sport. 

3. Head coaches must agree to allow the ath-

letes to compete in two-sports. Head 

coaches have the authority to deny an ath-

lete the privilege to participate in another 

sport.  In other words the coach has the 

right to tell the athlete to choose one sport 

or the other.  They are not obligated to al-

low the student to participate in both sports. 

      It should be noted that participating in two 

sports at the same time is extremely demanding 

and should only be done in cases of exception-

al athletes or if low participation numbers in a 

sport make it necessary for athletes from other 

sports to help “fill the team.” 
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2017 High School Forensics 

Indee Track and Field Sectional 

and State Championships 

Daniella Warner) 10th place, Susan Thoma in 

the 300m hurdles (8th place) & long jump (11th 

place), Lauren Sylla in the 1 mile ( 13th place) 

and 2 mile (7th place), Cassidy Kabus in the 1 

mile ( 12th place) and 2 mile (8th place) and 

Daniella Warner in the 100m dash (7th place). 

Brittny Brown placed 2nd in the Pole Vault and 

was our lone state qualifier on the girls side.  

     On the boys side Nathan Skroch finished 

10th in the 100m dash and Dustin Skroch fin-

ished 11th in the 1 mile. Andrew Grulkowski was 

a 2 time sectional champion in both the 110m 

and 300m hurdle races as well as finishing 3rd in 

the 100m dash. He qualified for state in all 3 

events.  

     On June 2nd and 3rd Brittny and Andrew 

made the trip to La 

Crosse for the State 

Track and Field Cham-

pionships. Both finished 

out phenomenal high 

school careers. Brittny 

placed 15th with a 

jump of 8’6”. For An-

drew’s preliminary rac-

es he finished 11th in 

the 100m dash (11.70), 

3rd in the 110m hurdles 

(15.64), and 2nd in the 

300m hurdles (40.29). In 

the finals Andrew took 

2nd place in his 110m 

Hurdle race with a time of 15.77. He also 

placed 2nd in the 300m hurdle race with a time 

of 40.10 and a new school record.  

C on g r a t s 

to all on a 

great sea-

son! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO CREDITS to Nate Beier/GX3 Media 

     The 2017 High School Forensics season has 

drawn to a close and the Independence team 

has had a very successful year!  In February, the 

team traveled to UW-Eau Claire for an invita-

tional tournament. These tournaments encour-

age early preparation and also serve as learn-

ing experiences for younger team members. 

     March brought our first real contest, Subdis-

trict, held at Whitehall High School. Team mem-

bers need to score 16 or higher [out of 25] in 

two of three rounds to earn the right to go on to 

District Contest. The entire team went on to Dis-

trict. 

     District was held at UW-LaCrosse on March 

11.  Those competing were Brittny Brown, Solo 

Acting; Rebecca Casper, Solo Acting; Jon 

Warner, Prose; Miranda Stegerwald, Poetry; 

Amy Lien, Poetry; and Gipsy Rodriquez, Poetry.  

At District, members needed to score 20 or 

higher [out of 25] to earn the right to go on to 

State. The entire team scored highly enough to 

go on to State. 

     The annual Showcase for parents and friends 

was held on Monday, April 10. 

     The team traveled to UW-Madison for State 

Contest on Saturday, April 22. 

     At State, Gipsy Rodriquez won a bronze 

medal.  Brittny Brown, Rebecca Casper, Amy 

Lien, and Jon Warner won silver medals. 

Congratulations, all!  Coaches Susan Solli 

and Holly Knudtson are very proud of you! 

     The I/G track and field team had a very suc-

cessful season. They sent many qualifiers to the 

sectional meet in Bangor and two athletes 

were able to qualify for the state meet. At sec-

tionals the girls placed as follows: 4x200m relay 

(Susan Thoma, Krystal Johnson, Allison Bragger, 

Daniella Warner) 5th place, 4x100m relay 

(Krystal Johnson, Grace Branger, Jenni Salazar, 
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     With the start of a new school year, come old traditions and the beginning of new ones. One of 

those traditions being homecoming. This year’s homecoming activities will start on September 30 

with student activities at school and conclude with the football game versus Blair-Taylor on October 

6 and the dance October 7. 

     In a collaborative effort with student council, the homecoming committee has developed ex-

pectations for 2016 that will ensure safety and respect for our community and students. The follow-

ing is a quick list of some of the things that will be incorporated this year: 

 “Hit list”- This is a list of students, Staff and coaches that will invite the tradition of toilet papering 

their homes. If you DO NOT want to be on this list, please contact Mr. Schmitt, Ms. Manor or Mr. 

Ruhland at school. We would like the list completed by September 25. 

 “No Hit list”- If you definitely do not want your home/business toilet papered, please contact us 

to get on this list.  All community residents without children in high school will be on the no-hit list. 

 Expectations- The student council has come up with a list of expectations for our student behav-

ior this year. These will be posted throughout town and on athletic programs leading up to 

homecoming week. 

 Curfew- To ensure safety and respect for our community and students, with the cooperation of 

the Independence Police Department, we have implemented an 11:00pm curfew for home-

coming activities. We are asking for your cooperation in reporting any students that violate this 

curfew. Please include time, date, and location of the activity.  

 School groups and athletic teams will be putting up spirit posters all around town the week of 

homecoming. 

     The following is a brief calendar of events for the Homecoming week: 

 September 29- students begin the process of decorating floats, forming their skits, and making 

banners/posters. 

 October 2-6: Homecoming week 

 October 5: Spirit games at 7:00pm 

 October 6:  Mass and breakfast for the athletes at SS Peter and Paul at 7:30am 

 Parade at 2:45pm 

 Game vs Blair-Taylor at 7:00pm  

 October 7: Dance at 8:00pm 

     If you have any questions, please contact one of the following, calling the school at 715-985-3172 

or at the email addresses listed below: 

 Mr. Schmitt (schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us) 

 Ms. Manor (manorj@indps.k12.wi.us) 

 Mr. Ruhland (ruhlandj@indps.k12.wi.us) 

HOMECOMING HOEDOWN EXPECTATIONS 2017 

mailto:schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:manorj@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:ruhlandj@indps.k12.wi.us
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CHILD FIND 

  The Independence School District, pursuant to 

[s.PI 11.03(1)(f)], has an ongoing screening pro-

cess in place to locate and screen all children, 

birth to 21 years of age, who are residents of 

the district and who have not graduated from 

high school.  Special education screening may 

be conducted with other related activities or 

agencies annually as a formal screening pro-

gram or by referral from a parent, outside 

agency, or school representative at no cost.  

The district provides educational opportunities 

and accommodations for children identified or 

suspected of demonstrating an exceptional ed-

ucational need in the following areas:  Speech/

Language, Attention Deficit Disorder, Learning 

Disability, Cognitive Disability, Hearing Impair-

ment, Visual Impairment, Physical Disability, 

Emotional Disability, Autism, Significant Devel-

opmental Delay, or Traumatic Brain Injury.  Any 

person who has reasonable cause to believe 

that a child is a child with exceptional educa-

tional needs may contact the district School 

Psychologist or Director of Special Education. 

 Children and youth who have a primary 

nighttime residence that is a public or private 

place not designated  for, or ordinarily used 

as, a regular sleeping accommodation for hu-

man beings. 

 Children and youth who are living in cars, 

parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 

substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 

similar settings. 

 Migratory children who qualify as homeless 

because they are living in circumstances de-

scribed above. 

     If you are personally aware of or are acquaint-

ed with any children who may qualify according 

to the above criteria, the Independence School 

District provides the following assurances to par-

ents of homeless children:  

The local district staff person (liaison) for homeless 

children is Mrs. Woychik can be reached at (715) 

985-3172 or  woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us  

     There shall be immediate enrollment and 

school participation, even if educational and 

medical records and proof of  residency are not 

available. 

 All educational opportunities and related op-

portunities for homeless students (preschool to 

age 21), including unaccompanied youth, 

shall be the same as for the general student 

population. 

 Enrollment and transportation rights, including 

transportation to the school of origin.  “School 

of origin” is defined as the school the child or 

youth attended when permanently housed or 

the school in which the child or youth was last 

enrolled. 

 Written explanation of a child or youth’s 

school placement, other than school of origin 

or the school requested by the parent, with 

the right to appeal within the local dispute res-

olution process. 

 Meaningful opportunities for parents to partici-

pate in the education of their children.  These 

shall include:  special notices of events, parent

-teacher conferences, newsletters, and ac-

cess to student records. 

     Please contact Dawn Woychik, homeless liai-

son for the Independence School District for addi-

tional information about homeless issues.  

HOMELESS CHILDREN NOTICE 

     The McKinney-Vento Act defines children 

and youth who are homeless (twenty-one years 

of age and younger as: 

 Children and youth who lack a fixed, regu-

lar, and adequate nighttime residence, and 

includes children and youth who are: 

- sharing the housing of other persons due to 

loss of  housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason (sometimes referred to as 

double-up); 

- living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 

camping grounds due to lack of alterna-

tive adequate accommodations; 

- living emergency or transitional shelters; 

- abandoned in hospitals; or  

- awaiting foster care placement. 

mailto:woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us
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Confidentiality of Student Records 

  The Independence School District pursuant to 

the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA), advises parents and adult students 

that they have the right to the following provi-

sions: 

1. The right to inspect and review the stu-

dent’s educational records. 

 2. The right to seek amendment of the 

student’s education records that the parent or 

adult student believes to be inaccurate, mis-

leading, or otherwise a violation of the student’s 

privacy rights. 

 3. The right to consent of disclosures of 

personally identifiable information contained in 

the student’s educational records, except to 

the extent that FERPA (and state laws) authorize 

disclosure without consent.  Wisconsin Law al-

lows districts within the State of Wisconsin to dis-

close educational records of transfer students 

without consent. 

 4. The right to file a complaint with the 

Family Policy Compliance Office of the US De-

partment of Education, alleging educational 

agency or institution non-compliance with 

FERPA requirements. 

 The Independence School District has 

designated the following as directory infor-

mation:  Student’s name, student’s grade level, 

participation in officially recognized activities 

and sports, weight and height of members of 

athletic teams, dates of attendance, and hon-

ors and awards received. 

 Any parent or adult student may request 

in writing that all or part of the directory infor-

mation not be disclosed without parent, guardi-

an, or eligible student consent.  This notification 

is to be given the School District within two 

weeks of the beginning of the school year. 

 With the enactment of the No Child Left 

Behind bill signed by President Bush in 2001, 

schools must now release students names, 

phone numbers and addresses to military re-

cruiters when requested to do so.  As with direc-

tory information, any parent or adult student 

may request in writing that all or part of the di-

rectory information not be disclosed without 

parent, guardian, or eligible student consent.  

This notification is to be given to the School Dis-

trict within two weeks of the beginning of the 

school year. 

 For purposes of record, disclosure within 

the Independence School District allows disclo-

sure of student records to school officials, 

teachers, and staff that have legitimate educa-

tional interests in the records.  For purposes of 

this notice, school officials shall be defined as 

administrative or educational instructors or rep-

resentatives of the Board under contract for the 

current school year.  For purposes of this notice, 

legitimate educational interests shall be de-

fined as those which are related to the educa-

tional progress and development of the stu-

dent. 

 

    

  

 

Medications in School 

     When you send medications to school for 

your child to take, they must be sent in the origi-

nal, properly labeled container.  If you are get-

ting a prescription filled, ask the pharmacist for 

a second labeled bottle that you can leave at 

school.  If you are sending non-prescription 

medicine (cough syrups, decongestants, etc.) 

to school, you might want to purchase two bot-

tles so you can keep one at home and one at 

school.  The school cannot administer medica-

tions unless they are in their original containers. 

     Also, if you are sending liquid medication, 

please send enough plastic spoons so that they 

may be disposed of after each use. 

     No medication will be given to students un-

less the proper authorization form is filled out.  

Forms may be obtained from the school office. 
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STUDENT PRIVACY 

     The Independence School District respects 

the privacy rights of parents and their children.  

No student shall be required to participate in 

any survey associated with a school program or 

the District’s curriculum, or which is adminis-

tered by a third party in the schools, if the sur-

vey includes one or more of the following items: 

· political affiliations or beliefs of the student or 

the student’s parents; 

· mental and psychological problems of the stu-

dent or the student’s family 

· sexual behavior or attitudes; 

· illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating or de-

meaning behavior; 

· critical appraisals of other individuals with who 

students have close family relationships; 

· legally recognized privileged or analogous re-

lationships such as those of lawyers, physi-

cians, and ministers; 

·  religious practices, affiliations or beliefs of the 

student’s parents; or 

· income other than that required by law to de-

termine eligibility for participation in a pro-

gram or for receiving financial assistance 

under such a program. 

     The principal shall notify parents/guardians 

at the beginning of each year of the specific or 

approximate dates during the school year 

when such activities are scheduled involving 

their children.  Parents/guardians shall be given 

the opportunity to request that their child not 

participate in a survey containing the above 

information.  If a survey containing any of the 

above information is funded in whole or part by 

a program administered by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, written consent shall be ob-

tained from the student, or in the case of a mi-

nor student, the student’s parent/guardian be-

fore the student participates in the survey. 

     Parent/guardians may, upon request, in-

spect a survey containing any of the above in-

formation and any survey created by a third 

party before the survey is administered or dis-

tributed to a student.  They may also request to 

inspect any instructional materials used in con-

nection with the survey or any instructional ma-

terial used as part of the educational curricu-

lum for the student.  Requests to inspect a sur-

vey or instructional materials should be made to 

the principal or his/her designee.  Survey in-

spection requests should be made prior to the 

date in which the survey is scheduled to be ad-

ministered to students.  The principal or design-

ee shall respond to such requests without delay. 

ON-LINE GRADING 

     Parents and students are reminded of our on

-line grading system. 

     Each parent/student will have his/her own 

user id and password.  Please contact Patti 

Klimek this information.  You may contact her 

via email klimekp@indps.k12.wi.us or phone 715

-985-3172 ext. 107. 

     Those parents/students who wish to begin 

using the on-line grading should contact Patti 

Klimek to request the information to access 

their child’s information.  New users receive 

their logon/password information approximate-

ly one week after contacting Patti Klimek. 

mailto:klimekp@indps.k12.wi.us
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Public Record Policy 

     The Independence Board of Education has 

designated the District Administrator as the le-

gal custodian of the public records and proper-

ty of the Independence School District. 

     The public may obtain information and ac-

cess to public records, make requests for public 

records or obtain copies of public records in the 

custody of the Independence School District at 

the following place and times: 

 

Place:  Administration Office 

  23786 Indee Blvd 

  Independence, WI 54747 

 

Time:  7:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

  Monday through Friday 

     The district is authorized by law to impose a 

fee on the requester, which does not exceed 

the actual, necessary and direct cost of repro-

duction and transcription of a public record, 

unless law otherwise specifically establishes a 

fee. A list of such fees is available at the Admin-

istration Office of the Independence School Dis-

trict, Independence, Wisconsin. 

Highly Qualified Teachers 

     Federal law requires that we share with par-

ents the qualifications of teachers in the Inde-

pendence School District. 

     There are questions you may ask, including: 

 Is my child’s teacher licensed to teach the 

grades or subjects assigned? 

 Has the state waived any requirements for 

my child’s teacher? 

 What was the college major of my child’s 

teacher? 

 What degrees does my child’s teacher 

hold? 

 Are there instructional aides working with my 

child?  If so, what are their qualifications? 

     All forty Independence teachers have at 

least a bachelor’s degree, and twenty teachers 

hold advanced degrees. In additional, all of 

the teachers in Independence School District 

are fully licensed for their assignments. There are 

five instructional aides, who are all considered 

qualified for their assigned duties. Additional 

information may be obtained by contacting 

Lynn Doelle, (751)985-3172, or by visiting the De-

partment of Public Instruction website at http://

www2.dpi.wi.gov. 

  

Attendance Policy 

     All parents are reminded to call the school 

by 9:00 a.m. on the day of your child’s ab-

sence. Failure to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. 

may result in a disciplinary action for the stu-

dent. We appreciate your cooperation on his.  

Again, if parents do not call, then we will call to 

confirm the fact that parents know where their 

children are (either at home or school), and 

that our children are safe. Thanks for your coop-

eration. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRAL AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES 

     Upon request, the Independence School District is required to evaluate a child for eligibility for 

special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. When the district receives 

a referral, the district will appoint an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine if the 

child has a disability, and if the child needs special education services. The district locates, identifies, 

and evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private (including reli-

gious) schools, elementary schools and secondary schools located in the school district. 

     A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who reasona-

bly believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has a legal duty to 

refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. Before re-

ferring the child, the person making the referral must inform the child's parent that the referral will be 

made. 

     Others, including parents, who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability, may also re-

fer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. 

     Referrals must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is a child 

with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting Robert Vanderloop, Director of Special Edu-

cation, Independence School District, at 715-985-3172, or by writing him at the following address: 

23786 Indee Blvd, Independence, WI 54747. 

Recruiter Access to Student Records 

     School district receiving federal education funds are required 

to provide, on request made by military recruiters or an institution 

of higher education, access to secondary school students’ 

names, addresses, and telephone listings unless access to such 

information has been restricted by the secondary school student 

or the student’s parents. Federal guidelines issued to implement 

this requirement state that if a school district does not designate 

student names, addresses, and/or telephone listings as directory 

data, it must still provide all three items to military recruiters and 

institutions of higher education upon request. 

     Districts are required to notify parents of secondary school students: 

 That a secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student’s 

name, address, and telephone listing not be released to military recruiters or institutions of higher 

education without prior written parental consent; and 

   That the district must comply with such request. 

     Parents wishing to make such a request should contact the high school office at 715-985-3172. 
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Student Nondiscrimination 

          It is the policy of the Independence School 

District to comply with all federal and state laws pro-

hibiting discrimination against anyone in a protect-

ed class in its educational programs or activities and 

its employment practices. This includes not discrimi-

nating against a person on the basis of sex, sexual 

orientation, race, national origin, ancestry, color, 

age creed, religion, pregnancy, marital status, physi-

cal, mental emotional, or learning disability, arrest or 

conviction record, membership in the national 

guard, state defense force, or reserved component 

of the military forces of Wisconsin or the United 

States, use or non use of lawful products off the em-

ployer’s premises during nonworking hours, or any 

other reason prohibited by state or federal law.  

     Students, who have been identified as having a 

handicap or disability, under Section 504 of the Re-

habilitation Act or the American with Disabilities Act, 

shall be provided with reasonable accommodations 

in educational series or programs. Students may be 

considered handicapped or disabled under this poli-

cy even if they are not covered under the district’s 

special education policies and procedures. 

     It is the intent of the Independence School district 

to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in 

making certain discrimination does not exist in its pol-

icies, regulations, and operations. Complaint proce-

dures have been established for students, their par-

ents/guardians and employees who believe they 

have witnessed or been the subject of any discrimi-

natory behavior.   

     Grievance procedures for Title IX, section 504 and 

S.118.13 Wisconsin Statute have been established for 

students, their parents, and employees who believe 

that discrimination has been shown by the School 

district. The district encourages informal resolution of 

complaints. However, to address allegations of viola-

tions of its nondiscrimination policy, the Independ-

ence School District has a formal complaint resolu-

tion process.   

     Any questions concerning the Board’s Non-

discrimination Policy (see Board policy 411) should 

be directed to the District’s Equal opportunity Of-

ficer:   

Bärry Schmitt, District Administrator,  

Independence School District,  

23786 Indee Blvd.,  

Independence, WI 54747 

  

Complaints may also be filed with the OFFICE OF 

CIVIL RIGHTS: 

  

Office of Civil Rights – Region V 

300 South Wacker Drive 

Eighth floor 

Chicago, IL 60606 

Meningococcal Disease 

Protect Your Child  

     Public health authorities recommend that 

teenagers and college-bound students be im-

munized against a potentially fatal bacterial 

infection called meningococcal disease, a 

type of meningitis. 

     Meningococcal disease is a rare but poten-

tially fatal bacterial infection that can cause 

severe swelling of the brain and spinal cord 

(meningitis) or a serious blood infection 

(meningococcemia). Meningococcal disease 

strikes up to 3,000 Americans each year; nearly 

30 percent of these cases are among teenag-

ers and college students. 

     Up to 83 percent of all cases among teens 

and college students may potentially be pre-

vented through immunization, the most effec-

tive way to prevent this disease. A meningo-

coccal vaccine is available that protects 

against four out of five strains of bacterium that 

cause meningococcal disease in the U.S. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and other leading medical organizations 

recommends that all 11-12 years olds should be 

vaccinated with meningococcal conjugate 

vaccine (MCV4). A booster shot is recommend-

ed for teens at age 16 to continue providing 

protection when their risk for meningococcal 
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disease is highest. Teens who received MCV4 

for the first time at age 13 through 15 years will 

need a one-time booster dose at 16 through18 

years of age. If a teenager missed getting the 

vaccine altogether, they should ask the doctor 

about getting it now, especially if they are 

about to move into a college dorm or military 

barracks.  

 

About Meningococcal Disease 
 

     Meningococcal disease is often misdiag-

nosed as something less serious because early 

symptoms are similar to common viral illnesses.  

Symptoms of meningococcal disease may in-

clude high fever, severe headache, stiff neck, 

nausea, vomiting, sensitivity to light, confusion, 

exhaustion and/or a rash. 

     Teenagers and college students are at in-

creased risk for meningococcal disease com-

pared to the general population, accounting 

for nearly 30 percent of all U.S. cases every 

year. Meningococcal disease can be misdiag-

nosed as something less serious, because early 

symptoms like high fever, severe headache, 

nausea, vomiting and stiff neck, are similar to 

those of common viral illnesses. The disease can 

progress rapidly and can cause death or per-

manent disability within 48 hours of initial symp-

toms. 

     Meningococcal disease is spread through 

direct contact with respiratory and/or oral se-

cretions from infected persons (for example, 

kissing or sharing drinking containers). It can de-

velop and spread quickly throughout the body, 

so early diagnosis and treatment are very im-

portant. Even with immediate treatment, the 

disease can kill an otherwise healthy young per-

son within hours of first symptoms. Of those who 

survive, up to 20 percent may endure perma-

nent disabilities, including brain damage, deaf-

ness and limb amputations. 

     Lifestyle factors common among teenagers, 

college students and military personnel are be-

lieved to put them at increased risk of contract-

ing meningococcal disease. These lifestyle fac-

tors include crowded living situations (for exam-

ple, dormitories, sleep-away camps), active or 

passive smoking and irregular sleeping habits. 

Teens should avoid sharing eating utensils and 

drinking out of the same container, since infec-

tions may spread through this type of close 

contact. 

     To learn more about meningococcal dis-

ease, vaccine information, and public health 

resources visit the following web sites.  

 

 Center for Disease Control and Prevention    

meningococcal meningitis information. 

 American Committee of Immunization Prac-

tice recommendations for Prevention and 

Control of Meningitis (2005) 

h t t p : / / w w w . c d c . g o v / m m w r / p r e v i e w /

mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm 

 

 Updated recommendations for the use of 

Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccines (2010) 

is available at:  

h t t p : / / w w w . c d c . g o v / m m w r / p r e v i e w /

mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e 

 

 National Association of School Nurses – 

Voices of Meningitis  

(http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/

Immunizations/

VoicesofMeningitisChallenge) 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
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Requirements of the law: 

 The Wisconsin Immunization Law requires students through grade 12 and children in day care 

centers to be immunized according to their age/grade level by the beginning of the school 

year. Immunizations are required against measles, mumps, rubella, polio, diphtheria, tetanus, 

pertussis, hepatitis B, and varicella (chicken pox). 

 Students must present written evidence of completed basic and booster immunizations, includ-

ing the day, month, and year (preferably on form DOH 4020). If students are not fully immunized 

upon admittance to school, they must have received at least one dose of each vaccine re-

quired for their age/grade within 30 days of admission. 

 The second dose of DTP/DT/Td, polio, and measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccines must be re-

ceived within 90 school days of admission.  Within 30 school days of admission the following year, 

students must have received their third dose (and fourth dose if required for their age/grade) of 

DTP/DT/Td and polio vaccines. 

 Students must meet these immunization deadlines and notify their school regarding any addi-

tional vaccines they receive. 

 Exemptions may be obtained for medical, religious, or personal conviction reasons. The medical 

waiver must be signed by a physician; religious and personal conviction waivers must be signed 

a parent, guardian, or adult student. 

 If an outbreak occurs: 

 If there is a substantial outbreak of a vaccine-preventable disease, the Department of Health 

and Social Services (DHSS) may direct schools to exclude unimmunized students and those who 

have waivers on file.  Students may remain excluded until the outbreak subsides. 

 Penalties for non-compliance with the law: 

 Parents of students who enter school incompletely immunized or have not signed the waiver will 

be notified by the school within 15 and 25 days of being admitted regarding the legal conse-

quences of failing to meet the immunization requirements. 

 If a student is not in compliance with the law within 30 school days of admission, the school may 

exclude the student from school.  If a student is not in compliance by the 60th school day, the 

school is required to notify the district attorney, who will petition the court to direct the student to 

be immunized according to the age/grade level requirement, or sign a waiver.  The same pro-

cedure is to be followed for students who are non-compliant by the 90th school day. 

 The court may require a parent or an adult student to pay a fine of up to $25 per day for every 

day that the student remains unimmunized or a waiver is not signed. 

Immunization Law Summary 



 

      Notices                                            Page 47 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  



 

      

The newsletter of 
Independence School District 
Independence, WI 54747 
 
 
 
 
     


