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Keaton Wright is a fourth grader and the son of Jessica Loomis and Christopher
Upcoming Events Wright. Fourth graders in Ms Manor's art class learned how to use a value "recipe" (the
& Adséééép| lighasand darks that create dimension). Then they applied it to the shape of a sphere to
produce Christmas ornaments on branches. Keaton's work is an excellent example of
how to use the "recipe."  Fourth graders are also looking forward to receiving a package
of completed monsters from the Boyceville School District. This art pen-pal project in-

volved Indee students drawing the top half of a monster and sharing about themselves
and their school. We are excited to see how the fourth graders in Boyceville completed
the monsters and learning a little more about each of them and their school too!
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From the Desk of Mr. Schmitt enough to see the end of one era, the move
' out of the old school, and the start of a new

A NEW ERA era, the move into our current building. | think
most people who have gone through that
same period of time agree that it was a
needed upgrade and has been worth the in-
vestment. The benefits it has given the commu-
nity and its residents, specifically the students
who have been taught here, are too many to
list in this writing. Now that we have the build-
ing paid off, we can funnel money that previ-
ously went to pay for the bricks and mortar to
paying for staff and programming to give our
students even more educational opportunities.
Of course, despite the fact that the building
has been maintained very well, there are still
maintenance expenses that will have to be ad-
dressed because of age and attrition. Some of
the current building technology and systems
can also be upgraded to be more efficient and
these upgrades will eventually pay for them-
selves. But all in all, we are in a great position to

For every edition of the District
" Newsletter, | contemplate what to
write about from the numerous
topics in education that are af-
fecting or relevant to our District. |
{also try to prioritize what informa-
tion the public needs to know. |
usually reflect on this for a couple of days be-
fore putting fingers on the keyboard. For me, |
have spent much time recently preparing infor-
mation and completing legal requirements to
provide the Board the opportunity to hold a ref-
erendum for operating expenses and program-
ming improvements. The resolution to exceed
the revenue limit by $700,000 for five years was
passed at the December 2nd Board meeting
and will go to the voters of the District on Febru-

ary 16th. o : \ . :
. . e begin investing more financial resources into
What this resolution and ref- TN . . .
. 7 the education of our students, instead of into
erendum really mark is the end i ) Ny
{ the capital assets of the District.
of an era, but for someone who ] . . oo
~ . 'y . With,that being said, it is an understate-
doesnot l' i ke to i n

Hnt t& say that | am excited about the future
of our District. Later on in this newsletter | will
give details as to how the Board came to their
decision in passing a resolution to go to referen-
dum in February for $700,000 for five years, but
suffice it to say, whatever amount of money the
District has in its budget, a higher percentage
of it will go directly to student educational op-
portunities than to maintaining or paying for the
building than ever has in the past twenty years.
Because of that | feel this new era will be one of
the most productive and beneficial than any
other our community has experienced. This

AN I
(like football or hunting season) @@@@@@m@@kﬂ
I would rather say it marks the
beginning of a new era. As many of you may
know, at the end of this school year, this beauti-
ful K-12 facility that was completed in 1998 will
be paid off. That means about $650,000 annu-
ally will come off the tax levy because we will
no longer have that debt. The end of this
school year also marks the end of a $250,000
revenue limit override that was passed via refer-
endum in 2011. This loss in revenue therefore
poses some challenging questions for the future
of the District. This is compounded by the fact

that the District was about $100,000 over new ’e ra s al | about bei n
Ever o.

budget last year and the budget approved at Barry Schmitt

t his year 0s annual meeting projects aDisltrigti(fminigtrgtor

about $94,000.
So with the building being paid off, we now
move into another phase, or a new era as the
title of this article states. |l 6ve been around | ong



Vanderloop Scoop in this newsletter. We have an _electronic ware-
house where we align our daily work to the
CCSS, and identify which standard or standards
are represented in each lesson plan. Once we
‘ determine the most critical standards, we as-
B A . _ sess student progress. This takes the progress
the morning and StUd?ntS busily monitoring concept and allows the process to
shuffle from our cafetorium to the drill down even further. We want to know the
; ¢ | a ssroom, the | e a\indié @n@d, SLﬂ)j%\c? Bynsﬁbﬁect and standard
e Just begin, it continues. by standard. We are well on our journey and

‘ < 'I;jhe deglc:tlolnDpi_tftletl?fdg— have built checkpoints for staff completion
{1 pendence School District staff is- throughout this year.

not just seen and megghh8 épla{naﬁion SHbfcases the dedi-

gla.ls‘;room’s': 'f? on dlzplay ”}cl ever%/ corner't(;f otur cation and work the Indee staff are putting into
dUI ng. 'da hspeln coun essl,l Ol_Jl_rr? w I'S u- understanding how to best teach the aca-
ents outside the classroom walls. e goal: to demic side of each child. What | want to ac-

get to know your whole child, from an aca- knowledge is this is only half of the story.

demic, behavioral, and social framework. Like academic progress monitoring, we also
At each level of monitor the behavioral aspect of each child.
schooling in the Inde- ey Formally, each month, our staff reviews behav-
pendence School District, a— ior data across the building. Specific meetings,
we have a schedule set r ] one as an elementary team and one as a
for the monitoring of stu- Grade 6 -12 team, are had to discuss the be-
dent success in the areas havioral success of our students. Like progress
of reading and math. Itis monitoring, we track data on each student and
called progress monitor- monitor those students who are and are not liv-
ing, and many of our stu- ing the Indee Way. Again, like our academic

denttsh paTr::qpate in this ac'ttley a few _tlmes” a progress monitoring, we are responding to the
nlof?t ' '_S]; prr?gtressdmo_nl 0”2_9 exe;(_:flfse allows student data we receive, and working towards
stalf to see 1f what we do IS making a dirference helping each student get the support they

with the students we serve. We take each need to be successful. No one student is the

sleqe. B thlsbstutdtehnt Sata a?d mak_e educated same, and we know each student brings differ-
efltsmn?ha out the 3I/pe 0 grOUp'?E.S we car:_ ent gifts to us. We work with them to allow
put together in our classrooms. is impact is those gifts to shine.

felt Every Stlx weteltﬁ at thdedlelemedntﬁr yhleverl]anld At the top of this article | shared that the
Ieacl qtéarir?d etml e”an 'ghsfgot |l earning o0continues. 6 This
evels. Each student group aflows each studen ing about your child even before the first bell,

t? tcontlntl_Je /to Qrﬁw a: gllelrk level I\/(Ijutrrlmn?_ IbEB which brings me to my last point. There is a
(intervention/enrichmen ock) or Ma an. reat sense of community between staff and _

Thh ! IS d e vke ! of h a((j: ademic pr gtl?dén%.s We eg{cfoaéthgr,ovxye 'IaGgﬂ todetﬁer?, 0t
t ch\JIny ata we keep on ealc stu ent.h _ and we learn together. One of the best things
e are continuing to explore more than just about this profession is the ability to learn some-

Getting to Know Your Whole Child

™ When the school bell rings in

progress monitoring data in reading and math. thing new each day. Your child provides that
Our staff are on a journey to align what they opportunity to us.

teach to the Common Core State Standards We are blessed with the gift of your child at
(CCSS), and grade by using those standards. school each and every day. You, as parents,

Mrs. Woychik discusses grading in greater depth entrust us with your child as they come into our



hallways, learn in our classrooms and become
part of our school community. We are honored
to have this opportunity, and we do not take
this responsibility lightly. Each day we learn
more and more about each student and how
we can better serve them. As we enter the
midpoint of the year, it is appropriate to share
that we welcome your feedback. As a partner
in education, we want to know if we are meet-
ing the academic, behavioral and social needs
of your child, our student. If there are things we
need to know about your child, please reach
out to us. We cannot do this great work without
you!

Each student is unique in how they learn,
and, as educators, we realize the braided, un-
derstanding their academic, behavioral, and
social needs, will allow for even greater student
success. We cannot do this work without you,
and we thank you for your continued support
of the Independence School District.

With Indee Pride,
Robert Vanderloop
PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education

Home of the

Indees!
Every one. Every day.

If you would like to run for School Board, the
Declaration of Candidacy and Campaign
Registration Statement can be found on the

school website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us. Dec-
laration is due January 5.

Board Approves Resolution To
the Regular School Board
meeting of the Independ-
ence School District, the
Board of Education voted D N
should be allowed to ex-
ceed the revenue limit by $700,000 annually for
the next five years. In more common language
this means that the District will hold a referen-
for $250,000 for five years was ending this year,
the Board knew for quite some time that going
to referendum to exceed the revenue cap was
a reality. In fact, going to referendum for this
cording to statistics compile by Baird Public Fi-
nance, over the last two years about 94 Districts
have done so. This is about 20% of the Districts
in the state. Approximately another 20% of the
ties or upgrades.

The bigger question for the Board was deter-
mining how much funding to ask for in the refer-
endum question. The Board put a tremendous
the Board formed a strategic planning commit-
tee that also had community members and
staff serving on the committee, which was led
by a hired facilitator. That committee identified
facility, staff retention, and volunteer and com-
munity engagement. Also during the 2014  -15
school year, Baird Public Finance created a fi-
nancial model for our District that has been

Go To Referendum

On December 2nd, at ‘
to provide an election on
the question if the District
dum on February 16th.

Due to the fact that the referendum in 2011
purpose is becoming a common occurrence in
most school districts in Wisconsin. In fact, ac-
Districts went to referendum to issue debt,
which in most cases is to build or add new facili-
amount of time researching this question.
About two years ago the process began when
five areas as priorities for the District. They were
communication, curriculum and programming,
used extensively to try to project our future
revenue and expenditures. A major factor in



these projections is also projected enrollments
and demographics. Current projections show
student enrollment to keep increasing, includ-
ing the Hispanic population (currently about
33% of the students) and families that are eco-
nomically disadvantaged (currently about 52%
of the students). The other factor coming into
play is also the building referendum for $650,000

per year will end after the 2015 -16 school year.

Although this is good news, it impacts our state
aid funding. Because we will not have debt to
pay, the amount of state aid we receive will be
reduced somewhat because our state aid is
based on how much we spend. A final consid-
eration was that last year our budget ran a
deficit of about $100,000 and is projected to be
at about the same amount this year.

After review of all this information, the Board
held a series of special meetings to determine
the financial needs for both the facility and in-
struction. The other areas of the strategic plan
appeared to have less significant impacts on
the fiscal needs of the school. Some of the fa-
cility needs identified were repairs to the roof,
heating and ventilation upgrades, flooring up-
grades, the phone system, playground fencing,
repairs or upgrades to the track, school vans,
maintenance tractor, upgrades to the metal,
woods, and ag shops, and to continue to up-
grade our computer and educational technol-
ogy. There is also a need for additional staffing
to address our high English Language Learner
and poverty challenges as well as reduce the
number of classes our staff members have to
teach and prepare for.

After dollar amounts were estimated for all
of the above mentioned items, the Baird model
was used to try to determine the amount of
money needed to meet the needs of the Dis-
trict and keep the tax levy reasonable. Obvi-
ously, no referendum would mean a very low
tax levy to District residents, but it would also

me an t hat t he Di strictds

count (Fund 10) would be depleted in two
years if current programs were maintained. It
would also mean that none of the needed
maintenance would happen. One important

aspect to always keep in mind is that we are
essentially rewarded by the State in the equali-
zation aid formula for spending money. If we
levy for money, and then spend it for needed

maintenance and upgrades, the State recog-

nizes we need more and supplies us with more
aid. Therefore after putting in amounts starting
from $250,000 and analysing the financial ef-
fects on the school, it was determined that
$700,000 would meet the needs of the school,
lower the mill rate from the current level, and

possibly allow us to oO0saveb

future or unexpected expenses. In fact one in-
teresting scenario was that by adding and
spending $700,000 instead of $600,000 would
actually lower the mill rate because of the state
equalization aid formula. Of course with the
unstable political climate, many assumptions
we have made could change. The Board also
recognized that and has prioritized the needs
of the school in case unexpected shortfalls in
revenue would occur.

The District has currently scheduled two
community meetings to disperse information
about the referendum. One will be January
11th at 7:00 pm and the other February 3rd at
8:00 pm in conjunction with the Regular School
Board meeting. District Administrator and
members of the Board are also open to visiting
any community organization meetings to dis-
perse information. Please contact the school
at 985-3172 if you have questions or would like
to schedule an appointment to get information
about the referendum. The vote on the refer-
endum question will be on February 16th during
the regularly scheduled primary election.

Community Forum i Information
About the Upcoming Referendum

The District has currently scheduled two com-
munity meetings to disperse information about
the Fefererfiln]. Sohe wildby haRu8ry 11tR Gt
7:00 pm and the other February 3rd at 8:00 pm
in conjunction with the Regular School Board
meeting.
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Referendum for Operating Expenses
and Programming Improvements

Independence School District
February 16, 2016
We will maximize learning and empower all students to
prepare for tomorrowds opportunitie

On February 16, 2016, as a resident of the Independence School District you will have the opportunity to vote

on a referendum that will greatly impact the Districtos ab
ity of educational experiences for our students by approving an override of the state -imposed revenue
limit. This additional revenue will be used to fund needed maintenance of the facility and improve educa-

tional programming for a student population that is not only increasing in number, but also in diver-

sity. Currently our District has a minority population of 33% and 52% of all students are classified as economi-

cally disadvantaged. As a District, it continues to be important to ask our residents only for what is viewed as a
Oneedod and not Thea Boarwaf iedudation has spent almost two years intensely studying and re-
searching the needs of the District. We encourage you to read the information about what is proposed. Most
importantly, we encourage you to exercise your right to vote. This is your School District and as District residents
you will be making the decision regarding the quality of programs and facilities we can offer our students.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. What is the dollar amount, the purpose, and time span of the referendum?

The referendum will be for $700,000 each year to be used for operational, maintenance, and programming
expenses for the next five years: 2016 -17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21.

2. Why do we need to go to referendum at this time?

There are a number of reasons a referendum is needed at this time:

1 The $250,000 per year referendum passed in 2011 expires after this school year.

1 The $650,000 per year referendum passed in 1996 expires after this school year and although that does not
have a direct effect on our operating revenue, it does have a direct negative effect on the revenue limit.

In simple terms, the state will reduce how much we can tax for. Details are explained in a later question.

1 Despite improvements to save energy and initiatives to cut costs, the District has had a deficit of about
$100,000 last year and projects about the same for this year. This trend will continue, as expenses due to
inflation tend to increase more rapidly than revenue.

1 The Board has identified and prioritized over $700,000 of needed maintenance and improvements to the
facility. More maintenance is also needed but is not on the priority list.

i To offer our current student population and the possible/probable increase in that population more edu-
cational opportunities requires a minimum of at least $145,000 annually to support these students.

1 Although firm numbers are not available, the Affordable Care Act will have an impact on the District and
the benefits it can offer to attract and retain quality employees.

1 If enrollment decreases, the revenue limit for the school will also decrease, but expense likely will not.

3. What will the money specifically be used for?

The facility priorities included repairs to the roof, heating and ventilation upgrades, flooring replacement and
upgrades, a new phone system, playground fencing, repair of the current athletic track or upgrade to a

Independence Public School Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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rubberize track, replace a maintenance tractor, replace a van, upgrade the technical education depart-
ment, maintain and upgrade technology, and add staff to meet the needs of the student population.

Although the building has been maintained well, besides the replacement of a chiller (air conditioning unit) in
2013, no other significant upgrades or repairs have been made to the building since it was built in 1998.

4. How was the dollar amount decided?

Bids were acquired on all items listed above as well as other needs. In addition, the District contracted Baird
Financial to build a financial model for the school. This model was used to run scenarios based on current re-
alities and also assumptions regarding future revenues and expenditures. For example, scenarios were run for
various referendum amounts and school enroliments. Spending scenarios were also analyzed. In each sce-
nario, the effect on the tax rate was recorded. In some cases, due to the state funding formula, having more
revenue and spending more actually reduced the mill rate. The Board determined that to meet the needs of
the District and to lower and keep the mill rate consistent, $700,000 for five years was the most financially ap-
propriate scenario for the District.

5. If the school is paid off, and only $250,000 was needed five years ago, why does the District need $700,0007?

As noted above, the Board knew in 2011 that we would likely be running a deficit in 2016 and that the
$250,000 would not allow us to be sustainable.

Because the school is paid off, that bond will no longer be on the tax roll and be revenue to the District. The

bigger effect is that the debt and the interest accrued to pay it off will no longer be an expense to the District

and that actually reduces the amount of state equalization aid the District receives. Although it seems confus-

ing and complicated, the easier way to understand the state aid formula is as follows. The more you spend,

the more state aid you receive. The less you spend, the less state aid you receive. Please see the School Fi-

nance reports on District Administrator Schmittds web pag
nation.

The $700,000 is needed for the facility improvements stated earlier and the programming improvements

needed. It will also help obackfilldé the revenue | oss of
If enrollment increases the money will be needed for additional staffing and possible facility additions. If enroll-
ment decreases then the additional -up&defhar twheéll des nefedaidc

ing enrollment.
6. What is the tax impact?
The outlook is quite positive. The mill rate (how much tax you pay per $1,000 of property value) for the past

four years has been no lower than $13.20 and as high as $14.14. This year it will be $11.30. Mill rate is computed
by dividing this yeardds | evy by property valuation and the

L ] ° ®
L ]
L ] . . . L ]
Total School- *® Equalized $1.000
» Based Tax Levy Property Value ’
o ()
o
. LI ] .

The good news is that since $250,000 is coming off the tax levy for the operating referendum from 2011 and
$650,000 from the building referendum of 1996, the Board is actually asking for about $200,000 less than the

Independence Public School Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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past five years. Therefore the tax levy, and corresponding mill rate should remain lower than historical levels.
Our projections for mill rates are as follows:

2017 - $11.52

2018 - $12.46

2019 - $12.42

2020 - $12.41
This means for $100,000 of property value taxes will decrease $254 this year and remain at levels significantly
lower than the previous four years.

It is also worthy to note that all of the tax money will be going to facility upgrades and education instead of
paying off debt.

7. Why go to referendum this year? Couldnoét we wait a cou

The District is projected to have about $565,000 in its Fund Balance at the end of the 2015 -16 School Year. At
the current projections this money would be depleted in two years. This would not allow for any maintenance
improvements or allow any money in case a catastrophic event would occur, such as roof failure. Also cutting

expenses to save money not only affects the quality of education, but actually increases the tax burden on

the District because state aid decreases when you spend less money. This means more money is needed from

the local tax base, the taxpayers.

8. How confident are you in the projections and scenario analysis?

Baird is the same company the District used in 2011 and many Districts in the state use Baird for financial mod-

eling and Baird is a highly rated organization. Their projections in 2011 proved to be very accurate as it was

projected we would build Fund balance initially and then dip back into it during the end of the five year pe-

riod. Wh a't wasnodt expected was the i mprovements -fiooneeduc
computing and infrastructure upgrades, which included the replacement of the chiller. This was due to some

significant energy saving initiatives and other fiscally responsible decisions made by the Board and administra-

tion.

9. What will happen if the referendum does not get approved?

The District would have about two years before the remaining Fund Balance would be depleted, assuming
current expenses would stay the same. This would mean that no facility upgrades or maintenance could be
accomplished. After that and possibly before, a significant loss of opportunities for our students would have to

be considered to balance the budget.

10. What is the wording of the referendum question on the ballot?

Shall the School District of Independence, Trempealeau and Buffalo Counties, Wisconsin, for the 2016 -2017
school year through the 2020 -2021 school year be authorized to exceed the revenue limit specified in Section
121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by $700,000 a year, for non -recurring purposes consisting of operating expenses and
programming improvements

A vote of YES is in support of the referendum; a vote of NO is in opposition.

11. This sounds complicated and confusing. How can | get more information?

The District has a community forum schedule for January 11 th at 7:00 pm and another one on February 3 d at
8:00 pm. You can also call District Administrator, Barry Schmitt, at 715 -985-3172 x102.

Independence Public School Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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Curriculum & Counseling Corner

Clear -Meaningful -Consistent -Confident
Grading

Letter Grades, Re-
port Cards, Transcripts,
Grade Point Aver-
ages, and Class
Ranks. In an effort to
communicate  what
our students have
| earned our
school systems have, for many decades, used
the same tools as those listed above. Everything
from family pride, to college admissions and
scholarships can ride on that sole letter grade.

Although grading may appear to be a clear,
clean, and objective  --often a simple averaging
of numbers; it is not . Not if the purpose of the
grade is to communicate clearly what a stu-
dent has learned. Although a letter grade can
be calculated by averaging a set of scores it
must be asked if those scores are a true meas-
ure of what has been learned.

Over the past year and a half our staff have
asked some hard questions about grading. For
example:

1 What information is used to determine a
grade? Our answers varied.
f How does behavior factor into a grade?

Our answers varied.

1 How are assessments built?
varied.

This is not unusual. The variety of answers
would happen in most schools since there has-
ndét been much research
ing (until recently) to help guide this important
work. As part of our efforts to build a stronger
school in Independence we have taken the
time to look at and reflect on our practices.
The conversations have been deep, compli-
cated and challenging , but our teachers, as
always, have dug into this work and are com-
mitted to improving the way we report true stu-
dent learning .

Our answers

Independence Public School

Some of our first steps have been to get crys-
tal clear on what we need students to know in
each class and grade level. Not only is this
helpful in grading but it is essential for learning.
Students are better able to hit a (learning) tar-
get if they know what it is.

We also need to consider how we report
things that are not related to the content learn-
ing. Behaviors are important -- including show-
ing up on time with materials, being an active
participant, working well with others etc. but
these things may or may not affect what the
student truly understands about the content
material. How does time, deadlines and multi-
ple or varied attempts at sharing understand-
ing fit into the grade?

All of these topics and more are being stud-
ied by our staff in an effort to be sure we are
confident and consistent in our reports of stu-
dent learning. As always you are encouraged
and welcome to contact me or any staff mem-
ber if you would like more details on this work.
Otherwise, stay tuned --more information about
our grading and reporting practices will be
shared before the start of the 2016 -17 school
year.

Dawn Woychik
Director of Curriculum Instruction & Assessment

Indee Book Ends

From one end of the academic spectrum to
the other. The Blaha brothers: Dustyn 12th
Grade, Cody 11th grade, Braydon 5K, Brody 4K

t he

Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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Enrichment Update

The Performing Arts Fair event was open to
all 5th grade students at Independence Public
Elementary. We had 7 groups take on the chal-
lenge of taking a skit or a poem and turning it
into a performance. We held the local fair at
school on December 4, 2015. Parents and stu-
dents in grades 3 -5 were invited to attend to

watch these groupds per f oalsnahavwe etlse. oppbrturity ftoo |

ing students that participated and the titles of

their performance are listed below.

1T *Carlie Barker and Cor
Too Lateo

1 *Damon Connor and Mitchell Halvorson
0The General so

1 *Bianca Najera and Rhe
Fl avorso

f Mason Gierok and Luis
and the Mano

9 Amiah I ves and Rhianna
Call ¢

1 Gavin Bragger and Carson Rajikowski
OWho's On Firsto

T Andi Laehn and Jazlynn
of Hot Chocol ateo
These groups were judged by local commu-

nity members and staff and the top three

groups were selected to showcase their per-

formance at the regional event that was held

on December 15, 2015 in Blair. This event was

organized by the Mississippi Valley Gifted and

Talented Network. The groups with stars next to

their name were selected to move on and rep-

resent our school. Look for a video of all the

performances on our school district facebook

and webpage!

Carllie
Barker &
Cora
Sonsalla

Independence Public School

Coming up in January we will be taking a
group of seventh graders to participate in the
7th grade Quiz Bowl. This event will be held in
Black River Falls on January 7th. Participating
Seventh graders will be selected based on their
district test scores, classroom performance, and
teacher recommendations. Good luck to the
7th Grade Quiz Bowl Team!

Students in grades 4 -8 will

show off their spelling skills. We
will hold the local spelling bee
a o8 oJansianyl 8tta Student® wikk a SPSEEINé
take a qualifying spelling bee
test and the top 5 students from
each grade will be asked to
a nrepeeseft ttheili clasgs én oor Ddtrict Spelling Bee.
Our top two spellers from the Indee Bee will ad-
E svaree ta the &eb@&l Bee, Reld rirmWastby this
year on January 26th. Good luck to all of our
Tshelldrss en 0The Phone

Tweens, Teens, Tech, and Time

R 0 Asea chilt laspektdnsst dfl mytine immersed
in school activities, school work, and spending
time with family. Those
changed for todayds youth
vancement of technology the scope in which
we engage in these activities has changed.
Mobile technology and access to WiFi provide
students today access to the world at their fin-
gertips. Students in our own district have e -
textbooks for several of their classes and in-
stead of lugging around a textbook, the district
has provided them with a laptop. In the class-
room, our teachers continue to redefine the art
of teaching from the lecture method to more of
a facilitator of learning, by using the laptops as
a tool for student learning and for creating con-
tent to demonstrate that same understanding.
Other technology has allowed us to livestream
many of the school events, providing the op-
portunity for family members in other parts of
the country or world to log in and watch the
live performance. The rise of social media has

Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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allowed for high school students, college room-

mates and distant family members to stay con-

nected even when they are hundreds of miles

apart. These technologies fill our daily lives and
the lives of our children.

It is a drastically different world that our chil-
dren are growing up in. They spend their day
logged on to a computer or a website. They
are connected globally to other students. They
send messages in text rather than in letter form
or even email. They have conversations using

or

leads me to believe that parents need to be

involved in their chil
parent, making sure you are aware of what
sites your child frequents is important.

One conclusion that is drawn from this data
is that a vast majority of media use consists pri-
marily of consumption rather than creation. In
the classroom, we are working towards chang-
ing that, from being consumers of knowledge
and more towards creation of understanding.
Students at Independence Public Schools will

dos

t ext messages, t weet s
prising to that American teens spend a lot of
time using media. However, | was shocked to
see that that according to a report compiled
by Common Sense Media that the average
American teen (ages 13 -18) spends 9 hours us-
ing media daily and that is not including time

for homework or school! American Tweens
(ages 8-12) spend 6 hours using media daily,
according to the same report. This includes
watching TV, online movies and
videos, listening to music, using
social media, using the internet
and reading. With this amount
of time spent using media, stu-
dents tend to multitask while
doing homework and accord-
ing to the report | of teens who multitask
(watch tv, listen to music, text, etc) feel it does-
not i mpact the quality
do not necessarily agree with this. The more fo-
cused you are on a task the better the end re-
sult.

e @pdected to taks& whatitheyd lmve tearned s u r -
and demonstrate that knowledge in a variety

of ways, from presentations using prezi to creat-

ing ebooks to creating videos. When we can

create or demonstrate our knowledge in ways

that are more authentic it makes learning more
meaningful.

Another conclusion that |
take from this report is as
parents and a school com-
munity we need to be
aware of what our children/
students are doing online
and how they are using me-
dia. The online digital tattoo
that they begin creating the very moment they
go online can have a number of effects later in
life. It is important that we teach our teens
about being respectful online and staying safe
o f while uging online medla.. Mughdlikecwae tvadue s
good citizenship in the real world we have to
value good digital citizenship in the online
world too. If you would like to read the full re-

With more time spent using media, parents port on O0The Common Sense
naturally are more concerned about what their use by Tweens aniereT atpan/sd c

www.commonsensemedia.org/research/the -
common_-sense-census-media -use-by -tweens -
and -teens

tweens and teens are viewing. According to
the report 53% of teens and 72% of tweens
stated that their parents have talked to them
about the amount of time they spend using
medi a. Even more of todayds
their parents know o6a | otdé _or at Ll_east l\(?somec’)
about the types of media content they use, Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter
such as which shows they watch or games they
play. Even so, there are still about 25% -30% of
parents of teenaged children that know very

Melissa Pientok
y 0 u t Trechmolegy thtedgratot Spexitlist

http://cliparts.co/cliparts/8cE/67B/8cE67Bkxi.png
http://www.clipartlord.com/wp -content/
uploads/2013/08/laptop4.png
 http://www.google.com
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Like Us On

Independence Public School
Independence K -12 Art

Third Grade at Independence

Indee Drama Club

Independence FFA

4th Grade Independence Elementary
Indees Volleyball

=2 =4 =4 -4 -4 4 A

4K Gmgerbread People

la,
4 =i I‘ 4K students deco-
e "= =
— = = rated gingerbread
Es. J = ~ man for an art pro-

! ject. They decided to

- share their creations

with Mr. Schmitt and

Mr. Vanderloop! They
look good enough to

eat!!

AIIie Slaby, Dalilah Davis,
Elsa Pape (Picture with Mr.
Vanderloop and Mr.
Schmitt)

Ms.
Schul t
afternoon
4K students
with their
ginger-
bread man
art project.

Roster: Yuritza Bautista Santiago, Samantha Bustos Sandoval,
Maritza Cano Alejo, Avery Faldet Platteter, Vanessa Fernando
Torres, Melanie Houghtaling Cruz, Marian Mantufar Ramirez, Kevin
Monroy Montalvo, Karen Montalvo Tecpile, Zayden Santillan,

Jillian Sylla, Aaron Tecalero Alejo, Jimena Tomas Torres

Independence Public School

Assessment for Learning

Assessing, monitoring, and responding to stu-
dent learning is a priority in Independence and
most schools around the country. If we are
clear about what our students need to know
and then assess to find out their level of under-
standing we can better serve them. In the past
several years Independence Public School has
built a strong assessment system based on the
most current research in best educational prac-
tices. Listed below are the assessments and
their test windows that our school currently uses
and a short explanation of each. If you have
further questions about any assessments we use
pl ease contact your
Schmitt, Mr. Vanderloop, Mrs. Woychik, or Ms.
Knudtson (English Language Learners).

How can families help their students perform
at their best?

1 Encouraging a positive attitude about the
process of learning.

1 Reminding students that working hard is
something to be proud of.

1 Getting rest, drinking plenty of water, eating
healthy, and staying active  -everyday.
Many of the tests list a testing window . This

means that our students will test some time dur-

ing that window. The specific testing time and

date for your child will be shared with you via

c hi

your c¢childds home fol der
See next page for schedule.
: Use of Our School ;

The following are Adult/Community Opportunities to
use our school:
 walking and community exercise 5:45am
Meeting Areas/Rooms available on request by calling
the office
 Athletic facilities can be reserved by filing a Facilities
1

0 10:00pm

Request form available at the school.
Weight room with a membership (see Leslie Kampa in
Student Services)

Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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2015 0 2016 Assessment Schedule

Independence Public School

Grade | Test Test Window Purpose and where to find more in-

Level formation:

K-5 AlMSweb September 1 -15, http://www.aimsweb.com/

Academic Improvement Monitor- January 1 -15, Brief assessment of early literacy,
ing System May 1 -15 early numeracy, reading, math, and
behavior.

4K-2 PALS 4K & 5K http://pals.virginia.edu/

Phonological Awareness Literacy Oct 12 -Nov 6 Assessment of early literacy skills.

Screening (optional) Jan. 11 -Feb.
19, April 25-May 20
1st and 2nd grade
Sept. 14-Oct. 9
(optional) Jan 11 -Feb.
19, April 25-May 20

6-12 STAR Math & Reading BENCHMARK: http://www.renaissance.com/

September 1 -15, products/star -assessments/star -360
January 1 -15, Computer adaptive measure of
May 1-15 broad math and reading skills.
Progress Monitoring:
First week of each
month

3-8 Forward Exam March 28 -May 20 http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/
forward
Assesses student achievement English
Language Arts and Math grades 3 -8
Science grades 4 & 8
Soc. St grades 4 -8-10

5k-12 ACCESS December 7 -February 5 | http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/

Assessing Comprehension and forward

Communication in English State - Assesses student ds
to -State for English Language guage proficiency.

Learners

for English Language Learners

9-10 ASPIRE April 25-May 27 http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
Assesses college readiness.

11 ACT March 1 or 15 http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
Tests English, Reading, Writing, Math
and Science, Writing
Assesses college readiness.

Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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11 ACT Work Keys March 2 or 16 Tests applied math, reading for infor-
mation and locating information
used to help students understand
how they can improve their career
readiness skill.

3-11 Dynamic Learning Maps March -May http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dim
Measures the academic progress of
students with significant cognitive
disabilities in the subject areas of Eng-
lish language arts and mathematics
for students in grades 3 -11 as well as
science for students in grades 4 and
8-11.

——y— e """ . " . " . " . _og— "
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Drama Production fortunately Detective Mamet, her trusty assis-
tant Pinter, and the o0l 6 s

On November 13 t and 15 t the Independ- gation into this "injury" mystery and answered
ence Drama Club perfor med theSd¢ amosts imei@qudnga squestions.
you Ared6 by LThee'mybteng sut-er . The Drama Club only had 13 practices to
rounds 2 people who were "injured" by Lawn get ready for the play. The students at Inde-
Jarts. There is no "murder" per se only an At- pendence wear many hats, most girls were just
tempted Murder. finishing up either volleyball or cross country

I ndependence Hi gh Schoolséason, @dsiagsys wer kithel j@sBgetting done
has gathered for their 30 t class reunion. Every- with Football or Cross Country. Some students
one is there; Babs and Guy Gleeson -the couple had powerlifting and jobs at the same time as
with  the most school spirit, Marty rehearsals, and some girls had a week of bas-
"Budman"Budinski - formerly known as "Party - ketball practice. With this, it is easy to under-
Hearty -Marty", Dick Alantra - former captain of stand why we only had one practice with all 33
the football, baseball and track teams, Gabri- Drama Club members in attendance. The stu-
elle "The Fox" Fatelle - formerly every boy's fan- dents did a great job!
tasy, now every boy's nightmare, Melven If you did not catch one of the perform-
"Wedgie" Wedgewood, former AV guy and ances, you can watch it by going to the school
chess team president, now president and CEO website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us go to Indee TV,
of a fortune 500 software company, and the High School, and Drama 2015.

mysteriously shy and formerly homely Gertrude
Magillicutty. During the festivities Guy Gleeson
and Vice Principle Schlepper are assaulted by
lawn "Jarts". Luckily, Detective Joan Mamet re-
ceived an anonymous invitation to the reunion.
Who would want to hurt happy go lucky Guy
Gleeson? Who wouldn't want to cause harm to
Vice Principle Schlepper? And finally, who
would invite Detective Joan Mamet to the re-
union? She didn't even go to school here. Well,

See next page for more pictures.

Independence Public School Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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Vet eranos D a y 2 (Yetprags and community guests were
treated to lunch hosted by the IHS National

Independence Public School and SS Peter Honor Society.
and Paul students and faculty, community \
members, the American Legion Auxiliary Unit
#186, and special guests honored American
Legion Post #186 and other local veterans on
Wednesday, November 11t with songs, poems,
speeches, and the presentation of colors at the
annual Veterans Day program.

The program was started with the Posting of
the Colors by the American Legion Post #186.
Sophia Woychik, Student Council President led
the Pledge of Allegiance. We were given a
welcome by Veterans Day Coordinator Pamela
Lehmeier. Songs were sung by the Independ-
ence Elementary grades kindergarten o third
grade, the SS Peter and Paul choir, Independ-
ence Middle School seventh and eighth grade
choir, Independence elementary fourth and
fifth grades, the IHS concert choir, and the In-
dependence sixth grade choir. Pieces were
played by the IHS concert band, and presenta-
tions were given by Brittny Brown 08 IHS forensics
team member, Bill Thoma & American Legion
Post #186, Michaelean Palkowski & American
Legion Auxiliary Unit #186 President, and by
Barry Schmitt 8 District Administrator. Alex Truog
was honored for his many years of service play-
ing 0Tapsdé on his trumpet
and Dan Schoenberger was honored for his
many years of service in the legion heading up
the firing squad.

Independence Public School
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Alumni Panel Santa Claus is in Town

It was a great pleas-
ure to welcome back

four Independence
Alumni for a panel pres-

On Friday, December 11 t, Santa and Mrs.
Claus stopped in to school to see the students
in Kindergarten 0 5t grade. Santa was mak-
ing a list and checking it twice! While Mrs.
entation on career Claus handed out candy canes to the stu-
paths. On Wednesday dents. Santa and Mrs. Claus are sponsored by
November 25th, Ashley the Independence StateBank.

Walek -Thronson 2006 graduate currently work-
ing as an attorney in Minneapolis; Matt Thron-
son 2005 graduate who is a Chiropractor; Matt
Michalak a 2005 graduate currently working on
his Ph.D in Nuclear Engineering at UW Madison;
and Stephanie Walek a 2010 graduate working
on her degree in Pharmacy spent 1 hour with
our middle school students and another hour
with our high school students sharing their edu-
cation and career paths, and fielding ques-
tions.

A clear message that hard work and dedi-
cation can allow you to reach any goal was
shared by all four panel members along with
much inspiration and encouragement for stu-
dents to dream big. Response from the student
body was very positive and we hope to offer
more panel presentations like this in the future.

If you are an Indee Alumni interested or know

of one that might be please contact Mrs. Woy-

chik at 715-985-3172 Ext. #111 or woy-
chikd@indps.k12.wi.us

Any and all education and career paths are
welcome!

Matt Michalak, Stephanie Walek, Mrs. Woychik,
Ashley Walek -Thronson, Matt Thronson

Independence Public School Website: www.indps.k12.wi.us
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