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Famous Indee Artwork 

 

Fourth Grader Kendra Klimek, daughter of Daryl & Renee Klimek, created these 

poinsettias using oil pastel.  Fourth graders learned the “recipe” for using value 

(lights and darks) to create drawings that look more dimensional.  Kendra did a 

beautiful job creating multiple blooms! 
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From the Desk of Mr. Schmitt indications to our student achievement levels.             

     An area we are working to get to the next 

level District wide are our reading scores and 

our efforts are beginning to pay off as is shown 

on our growth and closing the gap scores on 

our report cards.  Reading, especially reading 

comprehension, is a fundamental skill our stu-

dents need to be able to achieve and suc-

ceed in any academic area.  Math is the other 

fundamental area and we continue to monitor 

and focus efforts in that area as well.      

     Besides all the changes in core instruction 

and interventions implemented in the reading 

and math areas to improve our student 

achievement, another big area to get to the 

“next level” is expectations.  Student achieve-

ment expectations are being addressed in the 

District’s new grading policy and philosophy.  

Grades are no longer based on accumulating 

points, but instead on showing evidence of 

m a s t e r i n g 

skills and 

c o n c e p t s 

which are 

generally re-

ferred to as 

s t a n d a r d s .  

A l t h o u g h 

things such 

as doing homework or participating are im-

portant in the learning process, they do not al-

ways indicate if students have actually learned 

the skills and concepts being taught.  Therefore, 

all our students are expected to achieve profi-

ciency on all standards they are being taught 

and if assessments show they are not at profi-

ciency then interventions are implemented until 

they do achieve at proficiency.  This has been 

a major culture shift for our student body as our 

school no longer accepts or allows students to 

“give up”, “take a zero”, or fail.  Any good 

teacher knows that setting high expectations of 

students will usually lead to better performance 

and research supports that.  To emphasize that 

expectation, our District has set a goal that all 

students will perform at proficiency on at least 

THE NEXT LEVEL 

 

     If you have ever been involved 

in an athletic activity as a partici-

pant or a fan, you have probably 

heard a coach, player, or com-

mentator say something about 

an individual or a team “taking it 

to the next level”.  The implication 

is that level will be a higher level of perfor-

mance.  To do that, there is also usually a refer-

ence to increased motivation and effort that 

will lead to better performance and the ac-

complishment of the goal. 

     Of course, to “take it to the next level”, you 

must know what that level is.  For athletics it usu-

ally refers to a win or some other measure of 

performance, such as a decrease in time in a 

race or an increase in points in a game.  In ed-

ucation, our performance measures are usually 

test scores, graduation rates, or college and 

career readiness indicators. Just this past 

month, the State of Wisconsin released District 

and School Report cards after a one year hia-

tus (see related story in this newsletter).  Alt-

hough I was generally pleased with the report 

cards, there is still room for improvement. Our 

data shows growth and evidence that we are 

closing the gaps between our minority and spe-

cial populations, as well as an increase college 

and career readiness, but our student achieve-

ment scores are not where I would like them to 

be.  This is the “next level” that we need to fo-

cus our efforts on. 

     That effort actually has begun. We didn’t 

need the State’s report card to know that we 

weren’t getting high scores in student achieve-

ment. There are other tests, such as the ACT, 

which give us student achievement scores.  In 

fact, the ACT score is one of the tests the State 

uses to calculate the District’s report card 

score.  We also give a number of standardized 

tests at the school levels such as AimsWeb and-

STAR Reading and Math that also give us  
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80% of the standards they are taught.  This is a 

lofty but realistic goal.  To get to the next level, 

you have to set that level. 

     In the past five years, the District has done 

extensive work to address the needs of our stu-

dents.  The foundation has been put in place, 

but constant moni-

toring and adjust-

ments continue to be 

made.  We are mak-

ing gains as indicat-

ed in our growth and 

closing the gap 

scores.  The “next level” is to increase our stu-

dent achievement scores.  Being the “Best 

School Ever” requires us to first increase our 

achievement levels to the state average and 

then to continue to increase that score in the 

future.  Thank you for your support. 

Bärry Schmitt 

District Administrator/9-12 Principal   

 
Website:  
www.indps.k12.wi.us  
Independence School District 
 
Newsletter Copy Editor: 
Tracy Halama 
 
Production Editor: 
Linda Killian-Baures 
 
Editorial Administrator: 
Mr. Bärry Schmitt 
 
Phone: (715) 985-3172 
 
FAX: (715) 985-2303 

Vanderloop Scoop 

Health and Happiness 

Produce Success 
 

     If you have ever walked into 

work, a family/friend gathering, 

or another social situation, and 

could sense a negative “vibe,” it 

probably set the tone for the rest of the time 

you were there.  This is true for so many of us as 

we go about our days and are placed in so 

many unique situations.  Our students feel this 

same “vibe,” and although this may not be the 

hip term used, they certainly feel it and re-

spond accordingly. What we, as adults need to 

realize, we have control over this feeling and 

have control over the environment we set for 

our students, your child.  

     At the beginning of the year, I focused this 

newsletter article on the type of team we can 

create between home and school.  In order to 

have a successful start to the year, we needed 

to come together as a team and support the 

needs of each child we serve.  I will say, for the 

most part, we have done this job with great 

success.  Our system at school is stronger than 

ever to help students who need additional ac-

ademic support.  Students are responding with 

their knowledge of the taught standards.  

Through our parent meetings and scheduled 

conference times, we are seeing parents 

across our district partner with us to help make 

this school year one of growth for the child we 

both support.  We need to continue that col-

laborative relationship and challenge ourselves 

to provide even more success for each child. 
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     Here are a few suggestions on how to get 

started:  

Get Happy Yourself (it is infectious) 

Teach Them to Build Relationships (have them 

work out issues with family or friends) 

Expect Effort, Not Perfection (back to effort and 

grit, keep trying) 

Teach Optimism (look for the good in each situ-

ation) 

Teach Emotional Intelligence (help them under-

stand their feelings) 

Form Happiness Habits (small positive habits 

can multiply) 

Teach Self-Discipline (help them understand 

how to overcome distractions) 

More Playtime (with peers or family members; it 

works) 

Rig Their Environment for Happiness (if we are 

healthy and happy, they will be healthy and 

happy) 

Eat Dinner Together (this shows you care and 

builds communication skills) 

 

These bolded concepts were taken from the 

article: Eric Barker, “How to Raise Happy Kids: 10 

Steps Backed by Science” Time March 24, 2014. 

 

     Let’s take the moment to reflect on what we 

discussed.  We want healthy kids.  Their success 

is dependent upon their happiness in life and 

we can help them get there with some of the 

concepts/steps discussed above. Parents, 

please know we continue to support your child 

each day and we are working hard at building 

a supportive environment here at school.  

Please continue your work at home and build a 

place where your child finds happiness.  This will 

ultimately result in something we all want for 

your child, our student...success! 

 

With Indee Pride, 

 

Robert Vanderloop 

PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education 

(715) 985-3172 ext. 104 

vanderloopr@indps.k12.wi.us 
 

“Happiness is when what you think, what you 

say, and what you do are in harmony.” 

Mahatma Gandhi  

 

     Happiness is a 

frame of mind, and 

we can control it.  I 

welcome each day 

with the spirit of posi-

tivity.  My goal is to 

see the clichéd glass 

as half full each time 

I’m presented with a situation.  This can be a 

time when I am meeting with a student about 

an academic or behavioral need, having a 

crucial conversation with a staff member or a 

parent, or having to complete a task that may 

require a lot of time and effort.  I want to wel-

come each one of those situations with the spir-

it of positivity. This allows my happiness to shine 

through to each person I serve and support 

throughout the day.  By this approach, I’m also 

able to see different perspectives.  This has 

proven beneficial time and time again.   

     Students need to be happy. Simply stated, 

their success is a product of their happiness.  If 

we do not allow students happiness, there is a 

greater chance of mediocre success or even 

failure.  I am amazed at the expectations we 

place on students these days.  I support the ex-

pectations we place on them, but I have a 

hard time believing they will be successful if 

they are not happy, and approach each situa-

tion with a positive mindset.  Part of that happi-

ness is knowing someone cares about them 

and is willing to help them out when times are 

tough. At Indee, staff do a great job welcoming 

students to the classroom and providing the 

support students need to be successful. We, 

myself included, are far from perfect, but with 

the right mindset, we are improving how we 

serve each student. 

     At home, please continue to provide ways 

to find happiness for your child, or start that 

journey with your child.  Simple things can go 

along way towards building a place of happi-

ness or safety.   

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  
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     When most of us think about math we think 

about numbers, calculations, formulas, proce-

dures, and a math classroom.  Without special-

ized teaching we, and our students, likely stay 

trapped in a discipline seen only important 

while we are physically sitting in a math class-

room rather than a discipline that can be used 

in all aspects of our life.  

     Over the past few years our 6-12 math de-

partment has taken deliberate steps towards 

increasing our student’s access to high level 

math by:  

 

1) Mapping their Common Core State Stand-

ards curriculum and considering guidance from 

ACT and the College Board to ensure a smooth 

and connected delivery of the most important 

math concepts.  Teachers make these stand-

ards clear to students because research has 

shown that by making learning targets easier 

for students to see, it makes them easier for stu-

dents to achieve.   

2) Working with our elementary teachers to en-

sure a solid base of math concepts on a K-12 

continuum.   

3) Building in more minutes for support than ev-

er before with help offered to students during 

Advisory Time, Lunch, IEB, Math Lab, Make Up 

Learning Time,  and before and after school by 

appointment.  

4) A thorough screening and tracking process 

to gauge student progress.   

5) Access to materials necessary to support our 

growing Spanish speaking student population.  

6) Building assessments that measure not just 

procedural knowledge but application and 

high level thinking.  

7) Partnering with our science department to 

connect concepts between the two disciplines.  

8) Daily math department collaboration.  

9) Instructional coaching that includes conver-

sations about both student behavior and its 

Curriculum and Counseling Corner connection to learning. 

     Although that may sound like a lot, and it is, 

we are not done.  The next important step for us 

to unlock math and all of the opportunity it 

holds is to continue to hone our instructional 

practices.   

     Ms. Buss and Mrs. Woychik recently had an 

opportunity to discuss this important topic with 

UW La Crosse 

Math Professors 

Dr. Robert Al-

len and Jen-

nifer Kosiak.  

Their message 

was clear.        

       

You don’t have 

to like math but you have to appreciate and 

respect it as a tool that will take you farther then 

if you  didn’t have that tool.  
 

Some important skills and habits shared by Dr. 

Allen and Mrs. Kosiak that we, teachers and 

parents, can emphasize and teach to students 

are:  

 Have a willingness to try something without 

knowing the end result.  

 Be willing to be wrong. 

 Math is about communication. Not solving 

for X.  

 Use correct language and symbols. Forbid 
the word ‘it’. 

 A mindset,  NOT a skill set is most important.  

 Ask “what if” questions. 

 Be persistent and resilient. 

 Develop a strong work ethic. 

 Be able to work independently. 

 Have a growth mindset (I haven’t learned 

this yet.  But I will.). 

 Algebra is a gateway class. All others build 

on this, so learn it well.  

 Math is the language of Science.  You can 

major in science without ever having a sci-

ence class, but you need to know math. 

 Math is a predictor of how successful stu-

Unlocking Math 
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dents are in college overall. Not just the 

math and science classes..  

 Justify with evidence… important in all disci-

plines--math, science, English… every class. 

 The answer doesn’t matter. It is the process 

that matters.  

 Math will get more exciting the more it is 

used.  

 Communicate reasoning. It is not OK to do 

everything in your head.  

 Math is communicating a solution and the 

reason for that solution.  

 Knowing rules, functions, procedures, etc. is 

great but this will come when the above 

skills and habits are in place. 

     Our math department has had several train-

ings with a similar focus this year. Currently the 

entire math team is attending CESA workshops 

on formative assessments.  As a district, we un-

derstand the power that math has on our stu-

dent’s futures and are excited to provide many 

opportunities to help our teachers hone their 

instructional practices for the good of our stu-

dents.  

 

Ms. Buss with Arcadia math teachers, Jeff Isensee and  

Samathana Ballentine, at UWL Math Symposium Saturday, 

December 3, 2016. 

     All parents are reminded to call the school 

by 9:00 a.m. on the day of your child’s ab-

sence.  Failure to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. 

may result in a disciplinary action for the stu-

dent.  We appreciate your cooperation on his.  

Again, if parents do not call, then we will call to 

confirm the fact that parents know where their 

children are (either at home or school), and 

that our children are safe.  Thanks for your co-

operation. 

Attendance Policy 

Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being able 

to attend a concert or event that one of 

your family members are a part of?  Well, 

don’t miss another event!  Many of the 

events, including concerts, special presen-

tations and graduation, are live streamed 

using the school’s Polycom camera.  On 

the day of the event, log into the school’s 

website (www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the 

left side of the page there is a link called 

Indee TV Live.  If you are not available to 

watch it live, you can also click on the link 

Indee TV and there are archived events 

listed. 
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     Our school year is off to a great start! We are excited about our expansion of science and engi-

neering programs, stronger reading supports, and our growing computer and technology opportuni-

ties. As a learning community, we are continually looking to improve Independence Public School. 

One source we use to reflect on our strengths and areas for improvement is the School Report Card. 

     The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) creates a School Report Card and District Report Card 

for every publicly funded school and district in the state. These report cards can be accessed online 

at: http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards. The Report Cards are intended to help all schools 

and districts utilize data on specific measures to target improvement efforts to ensure students are 

ready for the next educational step – including the next grade level, graduation, college, and ca-

reers. 

     The current School Report Card, based on the 2015-16 school year and 2 years prior, looks a bit 

different than in the past due to changes required by the legislature. The overall idea for how report 

cards work is the same. At the foundation of the report cards are four priority areas. Schools and dis-

tricts receive a score for each priority area: 

  

Student Achievement proficiency in reading and mathematics on state assessments. 

Student Growth measured by year-to-year improvements in achievement. 

Closing Gaps in performance between specific student groups (comparing English language 

learners, low-income students, students with disabilities, and members of a racial or an ethnic 

group with their peers). 

On-Track and Postsecondary Readiness is a measurement, using reliable predictors, of high 

school graduation and potential post high school success. 

     The priority area scores are then aggregated into an overall accountability score, from 0 to 100. 

This score is displayed in the top left corner of the School or District Report Cards. It is important to 

note that the 0 to 100 accountability score is not a “percent correct” measurement. The score is pri-

marily based on our performance over the past three years, across the four priority areas. 

     Schools and districts are also evaluated on their level of student engagement – test participation 

rates, chronic absenteeism rates, and dropout rates when applicable. Based on its score, a school 

or district receives one of five rating categories, from Fails to Meet Expectations to Significantly Ex-

ceeds Expectations, as well as one to five stars. 

     Given the changes required by the legislature, many school and district scores changed as com-

pared to the last report card. The changes include a weighting formula to account for poverty 

when priority area scores are combined into the overall score; a new method of calculating student 

growth; and the use of Forward Exam data, the third state test in three years. These changes im-

pacted all schools and districts in the state. For Independence School District , it meant our district 

score went up as compared to the last report card. 

     DPI has produced two versions of each Report Card:  a quick one-pager labeled “School Report 

Card” and lengthier, detailed version labeled, “School Report Card Detail.” Both versions can be 

accessed online at http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards along with resources that explain 

the report cards. The one page School Report Card for our District is included on the next page. 

STATE REPORT CARD INFORMATION 

http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards
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     On November 23rd we held our first, of what will be an annual conversation, about the Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math work we are doing, in collaboration with the community, to pre-

pare our students for a broad range of post high school opportunities.   

Minutes of that meeting 
Attendance- 

Teachers:    Jenna Sonsalla, Amber Guza, Jason Hovell, Kayla Olson  

Administrators:  Barry Schmitt, Dawn Woychik, Rob Vanderloop, Melissa Pientok  

Parents:   Jackie Cooper, Jake Rombalski, Jen Rombalski, Jeff Cooper, Mike Skroch  

Students:   Gabe  Rombalski,  Chase Cooper, Madelyn Woychik  

Industry:              Ken Halama,, Jackie Cooper, Jake Rombalski, Joe Bragger,  Jeff Cooper,  

   Mike Skroch , Kris Gengler 
School and District Sharing- 

Summary of updated classes offered to grades 6-12 in Science, Technology and Ag.  Focus is on 

hands on, critical thinking, and problem solving.  Shift to Next Generation Science Standards means 

students participate more to make meaning rather than the teacher imparting knowledge. Enroll-

ment by gender and special populations shared.  Need to keep working towards a balance and 

opening opportunities to underrepresented populations. Overview of scheduling process, course 

description book, master schedule and scheduling process.  Contacts have been made to WTC to 

consider partnership to update shop space.  In spring we will want Jackie   to come back and share 

internship opportunities and set a tour date for Ashley. Summer school is being opened up to in-

clude reading, math, enrichment, and STEM. Lego mindstorm work shared and the need to pur-

chase more sets to keep in house.  Mississippi Valley Enrichment events summarized.  

 

Industry Sharing-- 

Consider a school fair to showcase the work described today.  

Discussion about the work Eleva has done including pros and cons of specializing in one area.  

Look for ways to include more work experience and consider apprenticeship as well as work study 

to give students more exposure to options.  

We need to develop more community partnerships.  

Continue to develop math program and application of math concepts. 

Increase communication about what we do.  

Consider partnering with Small Business Administration.  

 
Student and Parent Sharing-- 

Excited about the increased opportunities in the STEM areas.  Many more options and not as text-

book based as parents recall from their high school years.  

 

Guests then spent time in our middle and high school science and ag/tech ed classrooms observ-

ing student learning.  

Next meeting will be held Wednesday November 22, 2017. 

Additional stakeholders are invited. Please contact Dawn Woychik if interested 

woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us  715-985-3171 Ext. #111.  
 

STEM-Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math  

Community Partnership 

mailto:woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us
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trict has made a strong commitment to provid-

ing our teachers and students with top-notch 

technology, from SMARTboard in all classrooms 

to our 1:1 initiative to revamping our science 

curriculum to provide more technology con-

cepts within each class. The next step continues 

to be making use of this technology in mean-

ingful and engaging ways.  

     A couple of ways our teachers have begun 

to make lessons more meaningful and engag-

ing is by using the different web tools available 

to create content or to use the technology in a 

way that makes the content the students are 

learning more like a game. For instances in our 

3rd and 4th grade classes our students have par-

ticipated in what is called a digital breakout. In 

this breakout students are given a problem 

where someone is “locked” in a room and they 

need help to open the locks. Students then 

have to use clues on the website related to a 

topic to decipher what the lock codes could 

possibly be. When students are working on a 

breakout they are using many problem solving 

skills as well as collaboration skills all while they 

are learning about the content the teacher 

needs them to learn or review.  Most of our Mid-

dle School and High School teachers use 

Google Classroom to help keep our students 

organized and it is a 

streamlined way for 

students to see what 

is assigned to them 

as well as turn in 

their work digitally.  

These teachers also 

take advantage of 

online tools such as 

Kahoot, Quizlet and 

many of the G Suite 

Apps (Google Apps) to provide our students 

with meaningful assignments and reviews as 

they work on mastering the standards that are 

being taught. 

     As I look around our district at all the technol-

ogy at our disposal as tools for our teachers to 

use in their daily lessons, I begin to think about 

how the students we are teaching haven’t real-

ly ever been without technology at their dispos-

al. Apple introduced the first 

iPod in 2001, when this year’s 

senior class was 2 years old.  

Six years later the first iPhone 

was introduced as well as the 

first iPod Touch, when our sen-

iors were 8 years old. From 

there, technology has contin-

ued to develop and en-

hance the user's experience 

with each new and better 

upgrade. Many of our stu-

dents have had these mobile 

devices in their hands since 

they were in elementary school, so how can a 

teacher work to reach these students with the 

technology we have when they have grown up 

with it and have been entertained by this tech-

nology for years? How does a teacher make 

each lesson engaging and meaningful when 

they are still trying to figure out the latest and 

greatest technology tool?  If you also take into 

account the number of students that have 

grown up with gaming consoles in their house, 

the task of making lessons engaging seems in-

surmountable based on the shear entertain-

ment value that those gaming consoles pro-

vide.   

     So, what is a teacher to do because with 

technology constantly changing it’s almost im-

possible to keep up with the changes as well as 

the changes in the educational world alone? 

Teachers are then also trying to make each les-

son engaging for all students. That is where I 

come in. As the Technology Integration Special-

ist for the district, I am working to stay on top of 

technology trends and provide trainings for our 

teachers on the different technology available 

for them to use. In the past three years, our dis-

Teaching Digital Natives 
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Technology Integration Specialist 

     At the start of the school year our 5th Grade 

class had 28 students.  This was a high number 

for us and our district began monitoring this 

number to see if it would increase or decrease 

as the school year progressed. As of November 

1st, this number had increased to 31 students. 

We always welcome new students to our dis-

trict, but it does provide us with some challeng-

es as we try to provide an amazing educational 

experience for each child.   

     At the Board meeting on November 2nd, 

School Board members met with administration 

to review potential solutions to this growing en-

rollment. Your School Board looked at the best 

interest of our students and believed this could 

be achieved by splitting the class into two sec-

tions of 5th Grade.  We transformed a part-time 

classroom into a full-time 5th Grade classroom 

that is right next to the current 5th grade class-

room.  

     After interviewing many candidates, we are 

happy to announce Heather Miles as our new 

5th grade teacher.  Mrs. Miles joins Ms. Larson as 

     Another concept we are working to increase 

the knowledge of is computer science. In De-

cember students learned more about coding 

to create computer programs or used code to 

program a robot to complete a task. One web-

site, such as code.org, is a great tool for stu-

dents to tinker with coding and learn the basics 

of using block code to create a program. We 

also have Spheros in the district, which are small 

robots that students can use apps on the iPads 

to program them to do different things. These 

robots also serve to help learn mathematical 

concepts or relationships such as time and dis-

tance. There are numerous lessons available for 

teachers to use the Spheros and teach related 

concepts in different curricular areas. It is the 

hope that with these tools we will continue to 

see engagement of students in our lessons in-

crease and therefore achievement increase as 

well. We must remember that technology by 

itself will not increase achievement, but tech-

nology is a tool that we can use to help in-

crease our student achievement by creating 

engaging lessons that make our students want 

to learn. 

 

Melissa Pientok 

5th Grade Class Continues To Grow 

A New Face at Independence 

     Our new Co-Fifth grade 

teacher is Heather Miles. Heather 

is a Mondovi Alumna and gradu-

ated from UW-Eau Claire with a  

K-12 Art Education degree and a  

1-8 Elementary Education de-

gree.  She spent two years serv-

ing our country through the 

AmeriCorps program, which fo-

cuses on overcoming poverty 

within our country through the 

use of active educational assis-

tance.  Heather and her husband  

have a lovely two year old 

daughter, Gwyneth and a four 

month old son, Oscar.    Together 

they like hiking, singing loudly and 

off-key, and reading books to-

gether. 
     As this year progresses, 

Heather looks forward to being 

able to create lasting memories 

with the students. She hopes to 

learn more about the families as 

well. Heather says, “I am truly 

honored to be a part of your 

child’s growing and learning pro-

cess.”   
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3rd Grade Excitement 

         The Third Grade class joined “The Global Read Aloud Project” this fall.  

The Global Read Aloud began in 2010 and has been in swing each fall since 

then.  The goal of this project is to pick books to be read aloud to students, 

during a set 6-week period from October through early November, and during 

that time classrooms try to make as many global connections as possible.  The 

book that we read this year was, The BFG, written by Roald Dahl.  The Disney 

version was recently released on DVD! 

     Our class connected with other third grade classrooms from around the 

world.  We personally discussed the book with a classroom from Texas using 

Edmodo, a kid-friendly “facebook-like” website that allowed us to post com-

ments, ask questions, and make connections with those students about the 

book we read.  We chatted about the characters, made predictions, and en-

joyed figuring out what the “Gobblefunk” words meant in the story!  Also, some of the countries 

that we connected with were: Canada, Australia, and Kyrgyzstan (a country in central Asia).  We 

created our own video to give clues to other classrooms as to where we are located and en-

joyed watching their video clues, too!   

     The read aloud was our favorite part of the day!  We were excited every morning to see what 

new adventure was 

happening with So-

phie and the BFG.  

With each chapter 

ending, we hated 

waiting until the next 

day to find out what 

happened!  As a cel-

ebration, we got to 

watch Disney’s “The 

BFG”, and then dis-

cussed the differ-

ences in what we 

imagined scenes to 

look like as we read, 

to what the movie 

producers brought to 

the big screen for us 

to see! 

Row 1:  Fritz Fankhauser, Gavin Koner, Naydi Morales Cervantes, Mareni Xochicale 

Row 2:  Jose Cantu Lucio, Tanner Randals, James Carillo Taylor, Nayeli Ortiz Hernandez, Cristal Sandoval 

Lopez 

Row 3:  Alex Tomas Torres, Owen Gierok, Yolanda Bautista Santiago, Kaelyn Dittner, Makiyah Scow, Nancy 

Maldonado Ortiz 

Row 4:  Preston Solberg, Aidan Kirtley, Gunner Nelson 

Missing from photo:  Kevin Guzman and Rodrigo Ortiz Reyes 



 

      Recent Events                      Page 13 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

     During the week of November 21st, the 

fourth grade students began a narrative writing 

activity. On the very first day, the students were 

given a set of LEGO blocks. In this set of LEGO 

blocks, they had a wide variety of materials to 

use from a witch’s hats to pine trees. After they 

were given the set, they had 10 minutes to build 

a scene with characters and parts of their set-

ting. Finally, the students wrote a narrative story 

about what was happening in their scene. 

There were so many creative ideas that the 4th 

graders had. This was a great activity for the 

students to practice working on their narrative 

writings, but also to use their imagination. Way 

to work hard, 4th grade!  

     Independence Public School, SS Peter and 

Paul students, faculty, community members, 

the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 186, and 

special guests honored American Legion Post 

186 and other local veterans on Friday, Novem-

ber 11th with songs, speeches, and the presen-

tation of colors at the annual Veterans Day pro-

gram. 

     The program started with the Posting of the 

Colors by the American Legion Post 186.  Han-

nah Halama, Student Council President led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  We were given a wel-

come by Barry Schmitt.  Songs were sung by IHS 

Choir, Independence Elementary 4th and 5th 

grade choir and 2nd and 3rd grade choir, SS Pe-

ter and Paul 7th and 8th grade choir, and IHS 

Concert Band.  Dale Marsolek, a 1987 IHS alum-

ni who served in the army was the guest speak-

er.  Closing remarks were given by the Veterans 

Day Coordinator Pam Lehmeier.   

     Veterans and community guests were treat-

ed to lunch hosted by the IHS National Honor 

Society. 

Fourth Grade Narrative Writing Veterans Day Program 2016 

     In the event that a student becomes ill or in-

jured while at school and needs to leave, 

school personnel will attempt to reach the par-

ent, or the emergency contacts (relatives or 

friends) that the parent has listed on the Emer-

gency/Medical/Custody Registration Form.  Stu-

dents leaving early for any reason need to 

have a call into the office by 1pm to ensure the 

student and teacher can be reached in an ap-

propriate time. 

Updated Check-out Procedures 
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Alumni Panel 

     It was great to welcome back four Independence Alumni for a panel 

presentation on career paths on Wednesday, November 23rd. 

 

 Daryl Baxa – Daryl graduated in 2003. Went to Marquette with a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Accounting. Worked for Ernst & Young do-

ing Corporate Tax, Individual Income Tax, and International Tax. 

Went to Robert Half, an International staffing/recruiting organization finding accountants 

jobs. In September, Daryl decided to partner with a former classmate and started their 

own boutique staffing/recruiting company called Opendoor Search. 

 

 Matt Halama – Matt graduated in 1999, studied elementary education and Spanish at 

UWEC. Taught in Arizona, currently works in global trade/logistics. Just this summer he and 

his wife made his dream come alive as they began to draft their first book together, and a 

few months later their creation, Door Within a Door, is now in print. 

 

 Anita Lauper – Anita graduated in 1987. She attended college for International Business 

(Business, French, and German majors) and completed her undergraduate studies in 

France. She earned her masters of Business Administration from the Monterey Institute of 

International Studies in Monterey, CA. She is a dual citizen (Swiss and American) and 

speaks 4 languages. She was a professor at WTC and Viterbo. She is currently a certified 

product manager and consultant in the information systems arena. 

 

 Paul Sobotta – Paul graduated in 1981.  Has a Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering from 

UW-Madison.  Worked for Boeing Aircraft Company from 1986 – 1997 when he started his 

own engineering and manufacturing company, specializing in commercial aircraft interior 

modification. He built the company to 300 employees before retiring last year. 

      

     A clear message that hard work and dedication can allow you to reach any goal was shared by 

all four panel members along with much inspiration and encouragement for students to dream big.  

Response from the student body was very positive and we hope to continue to offer more panel 

presentations like this in the future.  If you are an Indee Alumni interested or know of one that might 

be, please contact Mrs. Woychik at 715-985-3172 ext. 111 or woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us. 

 

Any and all education and career paths are welcome! 
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     On Saturday, December 3rd, 11 High School 

students and 6 parents traveled to Minneapolis 

for “A Minneapolis Christmas”. The first stop was 

Santaland at Macy’s Downtown. The students 

stood in line along with parents and hundreds 

of toddlers waiting to see Santaland.   

     For nearly 50 years, families have stood in 

line each holiday season, waiting in anticipa-

tion for a tradition that delights both children 

and adults alike – what Minnesotans call the 

Macy’s 8th floor holiday display. 

     Since 1963, Macy’s (Dayton’s/Marshall Fields) 

8th Floor Auditorium holiday display has en-

chanted visitors of all ages. The animated dis-

play is like a giant New York City department 

store window display, allowing visitors to walk 

through elaborately decorated scenes with 

every twist and turn. Over the years, the dis-

play’s themes have included Dickens’ Village, 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Velvet-

een Rabbit, Nutcracker and The Wizard of Oz. 

     After Santaland, we went for lunch to Hell’s 

Kitchen which was just a block away. Good 

thing we had reservations, people were waiting 

for over an hour for a table. Some of us enjoyed 

the Juicy Lucifer which Minneapolis is known as 

the birthplace of melted cheese-in-the-middle 

burgers…ours had a big patty of grass-fed 

ground beef smothering a hot molten epicen-

ter of cheese. Some tried the Peanut Butter & 

Bacon Burger which was a Grilled grass-fed 

beef topped with creamy house-made peanut 

butter, slabs of thick bacon and mayo.  And 

then there was the sweet pear and ham sand-

wich.      

     We then hopped in the vans and headed to 

Plymouth, MN where we saw “Away in the 

Basement”.   It was 1959 and the day of the 

Sunday School Christmas Program. The ladies of 

the kitchen are finishing up the goodie bags 

and putting final touches on the nativity pieces. 

Little do they know what surprises are in store for 

them as they are called upon to, once again, 

step in and save the day. Needless to say the 

students were the youngest in the crowd.  But I 

think they laughed the hardest. We enjoyed the 

comedy of the Norwegion Church ladies 

“Don’t ya know!” 

     We headed back to our hotel for a 30 mi-

nute wardrobe change. 1/3 of the group de-

cided to go to the Mall of America for some 

shopping while the other group headed back 

into St. Paul, Loring Park, which held a Holidaz-

zle. The best way to describe it is a mini Warrens 

Cranfest and a Mini Rotary lights combined with 

an ice skating rink. Once back at our Hotel, 

some ordered in food, some relaxed, and oth-

ers went to bed. 

     We woke up Sunday morning to snow.  Luck-

ily for us, we did not need to leave the hotel un-

til 10:00am. After breakfast a group headed to 

the Twin Cities Premium Outlets, another to the 

Mall of America, and the remainder stayed 

back to rest or swim. We all met at noon to 

head to Greenwood, MN to the Old Log Thea-

ter where we saw the Million Dollar Quartet.  

The musical captured the memorable day 

when four Rock n' Roll greats made music histo-

ry. On December 4, 1956, an auspicious twist of 

fate brought together Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 

Lewis, Carl Perkins, and Elvis Presley at Sun Rec-

ords' storefront studio in Memphis, TN. The man 

who made it happen was the "Father of 

Rock'n'Roll," Sam Phillips, who discovered them 

all. This was the only occasion the four legends-

to-be played together, and it has come to be 

known as one of the greatest rock jam sessions 

Christmas in Minneapolis 2016 

A photo opp at Hell’s Kitchen 
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of all time.  The cool thing was to see this musi-

cal exactly 60 years to the day later. 

     We were very fortunate to see 2 excellent 

productions.  They were both so good, many of 

us could not say which one was better.                    

     The trip was headed up by Tracy Halama 

who does it so students can experience thea-

tre, since both the making of theatre and at-

tending theatre contributes to education and 

literacy.  Many of the students at IHS don’t see 

beyond Independence. This is an opportunity 

for them to experience something bigger.  This 

trip is a smaller version of what 2 former High 

School teachers had started over 20 years ago.  

After their retirement there had been a year 

without the arts trip. Tracy took it on about 4 

years ago in hopes to continue the experience.   

If students are interested in attending next year, 

watch the school announcements and your 

emails at the end of the year. Thanks to the 

school board and administration for allowing us 

to continue this great experience. 

Photo of the actors in their everyday clothing  

doing a talk back to the crowd where we could 

ask questions. 

Pictured above are the IHS students with Frank Jo-

seph Moran, who played Elvis.  Frank is from Chip-

pewa Falls, WI.  So needless to say, we were his 

biggest cheering section.   

 

Row 1:  Jennifer Salazar, Bethany Skroch, Tayea 

Campbell, and Adaelyn Kalk.   

Row 2:  Bailie Bautch, Daniella Warner, Brianna  

Truog, Cassidy Kabus, Frank Joseph Moran (Elvis), 

Hannah Halama, Sara Marsolek, and Barbara 

Suchla. 

Needed! 

     Gently used snow pants (sizes 4-10), snow 

boots (kids 11-4), and mittens or gloves (prefer 

heavier snow mit-

tens or gloves).  We 

DO NOT need any 

hats at this time.   

     Believe it or not, 

the economy has 

made it tight for 

everybody, and you 

may not think about 

it, but there are plenty of needy students 

around here, and we try to do our share to help 

them. 

     These items can be 

dropped off at the 

Public School Office.  

Students will be a lot 

warmer thanks to your 

generosity. 
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*Bold are Letter Winners 

 

Football: 

Nick Bangiorno, Riley Bangiorno, Ethan Bautch, 

Cody Blaha, Chase Cooper, John Halama, 
Hunter Fredrickson, Aaron Gierok, Andrew 

Grulkowski, Russell Heiden, Dayne Keenan, 

Matt Kingsbury, Dustin Knopps, Carter Koval, 

Austin Matchey, Jordan Matchey, Bryan Mo-
rales, Blane Olson, Isaac Pape, Ian Pfaff, Jesse 

Pientok, Alex Risler, Justin Samson, Zach Taylor, 
Dakota Waletzko, Jonathan Warner, Ean Wright, 

and Yael Xochicale  

  

Most Improved Player-  

Justin Samson 

Most Valuable Offensive Player-  

           Dayne Keenan 

Most Valuable Defensive Player-  

           Blane Olson 

 

All Conference- 

1st Team- 

 Aaron Gierok (offensive tackle) 

 Blane Olson (Defensive end) 

Honorable Mention- 

 Dayne Keenan (running back and  

 Linebacker) 

 

Volleyball: 
Bailie Bautch, Brittny Brown, Olivia Conrad, Ni-

cole Filla, Geri Fredrickson, Elaina Gamroth, Jor-

giann Gierok, Jaydin Guza, Rylie Guza, Hannah 

Halama, Cassidy Kabus, Adaelyn Kalk, Jenessa 

Kamrowski, Alyssa Kulig, Melanie Ovalle, Hailey 

Proctor, Chelsea Rachel, Barbara Suchla, Susan 

Thoma, Brianna Truog, Lynnsey Tuschner, and 

Daniella Warner 

 

Most Valuable Player- Hannah Halama 

Most Digs- Daniella Warner 

Most Aces- Nicole Filla 

Most Blocks and Kills- Lynnsey Tuschner 

2016 Fall Sports Awards 

Volleyball: 

All Conference-Honorable Mention: 

 Hannah Halama 

 Lynnsey Tuschner 

 

Boys Cross Country: 

Tyler Christianson, Isaac Gierok, Sam Killian, Dyl-

an Marsolek, Xavier Payton, Dustin Skroch, and 
Nathan Skroch 

 

Most Valuable- Sam Killian 

Most Improved- Dustin Skroch 

 

Girls Cross Country: 

Yulisma Garcia, Cassidy Kabus, Amy Lien, Sara 

Marsolek, Jennifer Salazar, Mikayla Saul, Lauren 
Sylla, and Maddie Woychik 

  

Most Valuable- Cassidy Kabus 

Most Improved- Maddie Woychik and Sara 

Marsolek 

 

All Conference-Second Team: 

 Cassidy Kabus 

 

Cheerleading: 
Tessa Brantner, Brittny Brown, Devon Diebold, 

Ashley Lundgren, Sara Marsolek, Alexis Noble 

Meraz, Melanie Ovalle,  Chelsea Rachel, Ne-

veah Scow,  Bethany Skroch, Nicole Skroch, 

Darby Smieja, Miranda Stegerwald, Nicole Suhr, 
Susan Thoma, and Maddie Woychik 

 

Academic All Conference (4th Quarter): 

Allison Bragger, Brittny Brown, Geri Fredrickson, 

Hunter Fredrickson, Andrew Grulkowski, Jaydin 

Guza, Hannah Halama, Cassidy Kabus, Dayne 

Keenan, Sam Killian, Sara Marsolek, Austin 

Matchey, Presley Monsos, Ian Pfaff, Barbara 

Suchla, Susan Thoma, Dakota Waletzko, Dan-

iella Warner, and Jonny Warner 
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National Honor Society Welcomes New Members 

     This past fall the Independence School Dis-

trict chapter of the National Honors Society an-

nounced the new members to the organiza-

tion. All students that are Juniors or Seniors and 

have a minimum of a 10.0 GPA are invited to 

complete an application. The application al-

lows students to highlight their specific skills in 

the areas of “Scholarship, Leadership, Charac-

ter and Service,” these are the main pillars of 

the National Honors Society. Through the appli-

cation process students are asked to describe 

their leadership positions both in and out of 

school, discuss volunteer work that they have 

been involved in and extra-curricular activities 

they participate in as well as list any acknowl-

edgements or awards they have received. As a 

final component to the application we ask 

each applicant to express why they feel they 

would be a good addition to the National Hon-

ors Society organization here at Independence 

High School. 

     Teachers then assess each application and 

rate each applicant in the following areas: 

Scholarship, Leadership, Character and Service.  

Discussion on each applicant is held at a meet-

ing in November and students are then voted 

into membership with a majority vote required 

for membership in the organization. 

     The 2016-2017 National Honor Society newest 

members are: Anna Bragger, Morgan Becker, 

Andrew Grulkowski, Cassidy Kabus, Nora Killian, 

and Madelyn Woychik. They join current mem-

bers Bailie Bautch-Breitung, Hannah Halama, 

Joseph Pyka, and Dakota Waletzko. The mem-

bers of National Honor Society are required to 

attend monthly meetings in which they discuss 

various aspects and service work to be com-

pleted in the community. In addition to the 

meetings, the National Honor Society members 

participate in a variety of service or volunteer 

projects within the community. Such service ac-

tivities include: hosting the luncheon for the 

Veterans Day Ceremony, highway clean up, 

aiding at the choir holiday concert, volunteer-

ing at the reading outreach night, and various 

other service projects 

throughout the year. 

Congratulations to all 

new members of the 

2016-2017 school year. 

Row 1:  Dakota Waletzko, Andrew Grulkowski,  

 Joseph Pyka 

Row 2:  Cassidy Kabus, Hannah Halama, Bailie 

 Bautch-Breitung, Nora Killian 

Row 3:  Anna Bragger, Morgan Becker, Madelyn 

 Woychik  
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Volleyball All Conference 

     Two ladies of the 2016 Indees Volleyball 

Team earned recognition by the coaches in 

the Dairyland Conference this year. Senior Han-

nah Halama and Sophomore Lynnsey Tuschner 

both earned a spot on the Honorable Mention 

team. Hannah was the team's all-around setter 

ending the season as the team's leader in as-

sists. Lynnsey's role most of the season was mid-

dle blocker, and ended the season as the 

team's leader in kills and block kills. Both of 

these ladies' dedication, hard work, and love 

for the game was seen by many coaches in the 

area.  Congratulations! 

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to qualified electors 

of the Independence School District that a 

School Board election will be held on Tuesday, 

April 4, 2017, to elect a school board members 

to the seat currently held by Charles Walek and 

Robert Guza for the at-large positions whose 

terms expire in April 2017.  The incumbents are 

eligible for re-election.  The term of office of this 

School Board member is three years, beginning 

May 1, 2017. 

 

     NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any qualified 

elector desiring to be a candidate for this posi-

tion on the school board shall file a Declaration 

of Candidacy at the Independence School Dis-

trict Office, 23786 Indee Blvd, Independence, 

WI not earlier than Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

and not later than Tuesday, January 3, 2017 be-

tween the hours of 7:30 AM and 4:00 PM Mon-

day thru Friday.  The forms may be mailed to 

the address noted above or filed personally 

with the school district clerk prior to 4:00 PM on 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 

 

     NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if a primary is 

necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, 

February 21, 2017. 

 

     A description of the school district bounda-

ries can be obtained from the district office. 

 

     Dated this 2nd day of November, 2016. 

 

Leah Matchey, Clerk 

Independence School District 

NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

(§.120.06(6)(b), Wis. Stats.) 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

      www.indps.k12.wi.us is the web address 

for our dynamic website which is changing 

and evolving. We are hoping to make our 

website a 1 stop place where parents find 

information on school, school events, forms, 

the school calendar, lunch menu, and more.  

Where students find resources. And where 

anyone can go to find information on our dis-

trict, where you can access our community 

link and find information on our Indee Booster 

Club, the Fitness Center, a link to our Volun-

teer page, current and past newsletters, 

School Board minutes, videos, and more. 

http://www.indps.k12.wi.us
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BOXTOPS 4 EDUCATION 
  

     Thank you to everyone that sent 

Boxtops in this year! We will contin-

ue to collect Boxtops for the 2016-

2017 school year.  Our goal for this 

year is $1,000. Please help us reach 

our goal by sending Boxtops to 

school. They can be sent with a stu-

dent or dropped off in the main 

office. Last year the money raised 

was used to support field trips. 

Again, thank you for your efforts. 
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Oratorical Scholarship Contest 

     The Annual American Legion Oratorical 

Scholarship Contest was held on Monday, No-

vember 7th at IHS. This is one of the largest local 

scholarships available to Independence stu-

dents and they may compete in each year of 

high school. 

     Participants must prepare an 8-10 minute 

speech on any part of the US Constitution they 

wish.  The objective of the contest is to instill a 

greater understanding and appreciation of the 

Constitution. Other objectives of the contest 

include leadership development, strengthening 

of speaking ability, and inducement of study in 

preparation for acceptance of the duties and 

responsibilities, the rights and privileges of 

American citizenship. 

     Thank you to the American Legion Post 186 

for their sponsorship of this generous award. 

 1st place and a $1000 award was earned by 

Madelyn Woychik. 

 2nd place and a $500 award was earned by 

Jonathan Warner. 

 3rd place and a $300 award was earned by 

Brittny Brown 

 

School Closing Information 

     A reminder, it is that time of year when bad 

weather can suddenly cause school to 

close.  We urge you to discuss emergency pro-

cedures with your children so they know what 

to do when we close early or start late. 

     We will again use the Alert Now system to 

inform parents of any school closings, delays or 

late starts.  You will receive a computerized 

phone call on your child's main contact phone 

number with a recorded message. 

     Also for your convenience, we have listed 

below the radio and TV stations that will be no-

tified of our closing, early dismissal or late 

start.  Thank you for your understanding and 

assistance should we need to change our nor-

mal routine. 

 

 WQOW – Channel 18 ABC—Eau Claire 

 WLAX/WEUX Fox 25/48—Eau Claire 

 WHTL 102.3 FM—Whitehall  

 Z-100 100.7 FM—Eau Claire 

 WAXX 104.5 FM, WAYY 790 AM, I-94 94.1 FM, 

WECL 92.9 FM, WWIS Radio 

 WEAU TV – Channel 13—Eau Claire 

 WKBT - La Crosse 
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  Start saving now!  
 

     Kwik Trip will give the Independ-

ence School District 5 cents for 

every cap and bag top from Na-

ture's Touch Milk and 16 oz. or larg-

er Nature's Touch Ice Cream bar 

code, and 10 cents for every tan 

Glazers price oval. 

     All proceeds go to the Inde-

pendence School District to help 

with field trip funding. 



 

      

      

     The yearbook is in need of your 

help. If you have fantastic pictures 

of our Indee students playing a 

sport, having fun cheering at a 

game, or just plain fun, candid pic-

tures, please submit them to Alie 

Bultman so that we have a lot of 

pictures to choose from for the year-

book this year. We are looking for all 

ages 4K-Seniors. Please remember 

that all high school pictures will be 

considered for the high school year-

book and all elementary and mid-

dle school pictures will be consid-

ered for the elementary/middle 

school yearbook. Please take and 

send pictures throughout the school 

year. Please call Alie Bultman if you 

have any questions at 715-985-3172, 

ext. 139 or via email at bultma-

na@indps.k12.wi.us. Submit pictures 

to her email as well.  

WANTED:  Yearbook Pictures 
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Use of Our School 

The following are Adult/Community Opportuni-

ties to use our school: 

 Walking and community exercise  5:45am – 

10:00pm 

 Meeting Areas/Rooms available on request 

by calling the office 

 Athletic facilities can be reserved by filing a 

Facilities Request form available at the 

school. 

 Weight room with a membership (see Patti 

Klimek  in Student Services) 

 Independence Public School 

 Independence K-12 Art 

 3rd Grade at Independence 

 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

 Independence Athletic Booster Club 

 Indees Volleyball 

 Independence Indees Girls  Basketball 

 Independence Indees Boys Basketball 

 Independence Indees Music Dept 

 Independence Gilmanton-Football 

 Independence-Gilmanton Track & Field 

 Independence High School Powerlifting 

 Indees Fastpitch Softball 

 Indee Drama Club 

 Independence FFA 

 Independence Indees Baseball 

 Independence Post Prom 

 Independence Prom 2016 

 Indees Themes 

 Independence Prom Dress Sale and Resale 2016 

mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
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SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 
School District of Independence 

2016-2017 
********************************************************************** 

School Closings will also be posted on the Independence School District webpage 
and Facebook page, as well as a voicemail delivered to all families. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MADE ON THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 
 

Whitehall   Eau Claire  LaCrosse  Black River Falls 
102.3 FM   CARP 99.9FM  WKTY 580AM  WWIS 99.7FM 
Winona   I-94 94.1FM  WIZM 1410AM  Tomah 
KWNO 1230AM  WAXX 104.5FM Z93 93.3FM  WZFR 94.5FM 
KG Country 1380AM  WAYY 790AM  WKBT TV 8  WTMB 1490 AM 
KG-95.3FM   COOL 92.9FM  WTRV 95.7 FM 89.9 
CD Country99.3FM  Z-100 100.7FM  CC 106.3  Eden Prairie, MN 
Soft Rock 101.1 FM  WEAU TV 13  MAGIC 105 104.9 KMSP 9 

ESPN 1150AM              EAGLE 102.7 
B-95 95.1 FM  Classic Rock 100.1 
ROCK 92.1 FM  ESPN 105.5 
News Talk 880 AM WLFN 1490 AM 
Sports Radio 1400 AM 
WQOW TV 18 
Moose Country 106.7 FM 
The Mix 98.1 FM 
 

www.wlcr.com  www.CC1063.com www.lacrosseradiogroup.net  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

http://www.wlcr.com/
http://www.cc1063.com/
http://www.lacrosseradiogroup.net/
http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/

