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     On July 11th the School Board held a workshop in which they 

set goals for the 2018-19 School Year. In doing so they reviewed 

their goals for the 2017-18 School Year. One of those goals was 

“Monitor facility upgrades and continue the plan.” I am happy to 

report that the Board checked that goal off as completed. I 

would like to summarize what has happened in the past two 

years to accomplish that goal. 

     In February of 2016 the voters of the Independence School Dis-

trict supported the school with the passing of a referendum for 

3.5 million dollars over five years. A large portion of that money was earmarked 

for facility upgrades to sustain and improve the learning environment for our stu-

dents. The first of these was a project started in the summer of 2016 by Johnson 

Controls. This project was entered into through a performance contract in which 

Johnson Controls guarantees energy savings that will eventually pay for the cost 

of the project over a period of time. The project consisted of upgrades to the 

heating, air conditioning, and ventilation systems, as well as to the lighting in the 

building and the building envelope. During this same summer a rubberized ath-

letic track was also installed.  Some smaller projects included the installation of a 

new phone system and computer network infrastructure. The aquarium was also 

removed and replaced with a larger concession stand and serving window. The 

two distance learning rooms were combined into one to become the Digital 

Learning Room which is now a modern state of the art two-way classroom. We 

also annually replace flooring in the building, especially carpeting, which recent-

ly has included the library, office areas, music rooms, and a rotation of class-

rooms. The gym floor is also refinished annually.  

     Last summer, our major project was the refurbishing of the roof on the building, 

but a number of other minor projects also were completed such as the new 
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baseball dugout/concession stand/storage 

building and a new marquee. These projects 

were partially funded by the Booster Club and 

a private donor respectively. We also pur-

chased a new school van for transporting small 

groups of students.  Finally, over the past two 

years we have upgraded the ag, metal, and 

wood shops to replace depleted, unsafe, or 

unusable equipment. 

     I am probably missing some other minor pro-

jects that have been been completed such as 

landscaping, parking lot sealing, and furniture 

upgrades, but needless to say, I am happy to 

been able to complete all of these projects on 

schedule and within the budget allocated. Re-

cently we were awarded a safety grant of over 

$50,000 that will be used to upgrade our physi-

cal security and surveillance of the building. 

     This attention to detail and maintenance is 

another great example of the pride our com-

munity takes in this school and why I am proud 

to call it the “Best School Ever”.      

Bärry Schmitt 

District Administrator/High School Principal 
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or presentations of new research. This year I was 

lucky enough to attend a couple of presenta-

tions by Tim Kanold on new research dealing 

with effective math instruction and assessment.   

Being a former math teacher this was right up 

my alley and it helped reinforce some of the 

things I feel we are doing right in the math de-

partment, but it also got me thinking of what 

we need to change to improve our math 

achievement. 

     Coincidentally, at about the same time as 

the convention, I was exposed to a new report 

published by 

the National 

Council of 

Teachers of 

Mathematics 

(NCTM), titled 

“Catalyz ing 

Change in 

High School Mathematics”. In this report it point-

ed out that the United States high school stu-

dents lag behind their international peers in 

their ability to interpret, describe, apply, and 

explain mathematics.  We have known this for 

many years and attempts have been made to 

decrease this gap. There has been a significant 

increase in the percentage of high school stu-

dents taking upper level mathematic courses, 

but despite a slight increase in achievement 

scores for elementary students in the United 

States over the past few decades, high school 

student achievement scores have remained 

flat. Also, fewer than 50 percent of U.S. High 

School graduates in 2016 were considered 

ready for college-level mathematics based on 

their ACT mathematics score. 

     So, what recommendations are being made 

by NCTM to change the current trend in High 

School mathematics achievement? I will try to 

summarize the recommendations with the fol-

lowing three statements and then briefly ex-

pand on each of them in the paragraphs that 

follow. 

     1) All students should take four years of high 

school mathematics, with the first three being 

High School Math:  

Research and Recommendations 

     From June 18-20 this past summer, I again 

had the opportunity to attend the Professional 

Learning Institute held in Minneapolis.  This is the 

eighth consecutive year I have attended and 

the reason for that is, it is by far one of the best 

professional development conferences an ad-

ministrator or a teacher can attend. It is also 

very relevant to all of our staff in regards to the 

beliefs, mission, and vision of our school. Many 

first time attendees experience an epiphany 

and realize the connections of what is being 

implemented at our school by hearing the re-

search from the experts in the profession. 

     But as you can imagine, many of the key-

notes and breakouts are the same from year to 

year, so I am always searching for new sessions 

https://blog.edx.org/improve-your-math-skills-with-5-free-online-courses
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the same to all students, and then year four 

based on their interests. 

     2) Eliminate tracking of students and teach-

ers. 

     3) Restructure the curriculum so “all” students 

leave high school competent in the “essential 

elements” of mathematics. 

     Regarding point 1), at Independence we 

require all students to take three years of math 

in high school and the offerings are Algebra I, 

Geometry, and Algebra II, preferably in that 

order. We then offer Advanced Math, which is 

considered a Pre-Calculus course.  Therefore, to 

meet this recommendation, we would just 

need to require a fourth credit of mathematics 

for graduation. 

     In Independence, point 2), tracking of stu-

dents and teachers, doesn’t happen.  All of our 

students, because of our size and limited offer-

ings, take the three math courses listed in the 

previous paragraph. We also don’t “track” 

teachers be-

cause we usual-

ly only have one 

high school 

math teacher. If 

we do have 

mor e  ma th 

teachers, they 

are given balanced schedules with a mixture of 

higher level and lower level classes. The justifi-

cation for this second recommendation is in 

terms of equity. All students should be exposed 

to the same curriculum and quality of instruc-

tion, despite the perception of their aptitudes 

or their past performance. It doesn’t mean that 

students can’t be accelerated, but it needs to 

be appropriate acceleration. It also doesn’t 

mean that some students won’t get extra time 

to learn to the curriculum. It just means every-

one gets the same curriculum and the same 

quality of instruction. 

     Point 3) is the one that will probably be the 

most challenging to implement if we so choose 

and we are leaning towards such a change.  

For the past 100 years or so, the math curricu-
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lum in the United States has been very stable, 

with the three courses listed above being the 

foundational pieces of that curriculum. If I can 

paraphrase the recommendation in layman’s 

terms, it is saying we need to identify mathe-

matics that our students will need and be able 

to use upon graduation. The NCTM went as far 

as to identify what they feel the purpose of high 

school mathematics should be, and they are 1) 

expand professional opportunity, which can 

correlate easily to the common phrase of 

“college and career ready,” 2) be able to un-

derstand and critique the world, which will pre-

pare students to understand their role as a 

member of a democratic society and make 

informed decisions, and 3) experience the won-

der, joy, and beauty of mathematics. For the 

third purpose, it’s not hard for me to appreci-

ate, but for many people reading this article, 

who had negative experiences with math, 

please reflect upon how your attitude would be 

different if you were presented math in such a 

way that it made sense and was related to 

things in the world that were of interest to you, 

such as finance, business, art, music, nature, 

and physical or abstract phenomenon. I also 

know for some of you reading this article, I was 

your math teacher, and although I know I tried 

to relate my passion for the subject to you and 

make the class relevant and fun, I still may not 

have done it as well as I could have. With the 

resources available today, I think we can do a 

better job of that in the future. 

     The NCTM identified “essential elements” 

that should be in a high school mathematics 

curriculum. Those “essential elements” will not 

be discussed here for two reasons, one being 

the length of this article. The other is the com-

plexity of the elements and these discussions will 

be happening between the school board, ad-

ministration, staff, and community very quickly.  

When I cited the NCTM report, I did leave out 

the last part of the title, which is “Initiating  

Critical Conversations”. As we all know, change 

is always difficult, but is almost always needed.  

We no longer can teach what we were taught, 
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demographic? We looked at all of our data, 

and because our district as a whole is not per-

forming where we want, we knew we had work 

to do.   

     We spent a great portion of the year working 

on the way we instruct each standard, the way 

we assess each standard, and what student is 

growing or not growing in our district. The state 

level data we receive 

gives us a great idea 

about who has made 

the “cut” according to 

their scoring. The per-

centage of students who 

are advanced and profi-

cient does not tell us who has grown through-

out the year. Education is a continuous process 

and we want to see growth. Once we start see-

ing growth in the right direction then we will 

know we are on the right track in our district. 

Digging into the data allows us to see what stu-

dents are growing and what students are de-

clining. We hold annual data digging meetings 

with key teaching staff during the summer. It is 

great to have those staff members on the right 

track with understanding the presented data. 

This helps staff understand why we are imple-

menting certain things at the start of the school 

year. 

     We just received our state level data report 

for this past school year. This report shows us 

how each student has performed on the state 

level Forward exam. This is an exam for students 

in grades 3-8, and tests student knowledge in 

reading and math. Some grade levels have stu-

dents who are also tested in social studies and 

science. Our grade level teams just met to go 

over the data. The data is too deep to explain 

here, but we can share there are some areas of 

student growth, but also areas where students 

are declining. This growth impacts the number 

of students who are considered advanced and 

proficient by the state. More importantly, be-

cause the state has used this Forward test three 

years in a row, we are now able to see trends 

with groups of students. 
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but teach what our students will need to know.  

That is a difficult task because we aren’t even 

sure what they will need to know in the future.  

That is why it is important that we teach stu-

dents “how to learn” and I feel the recommen-

dations stated above will help us be able to do 

that in the mathematics curriculum. To be the 

“Best School Ever” we need to have these criti-

cal conversations and we will.  Look forward to 

more information regarding the math curricu-

lum in the future. 

Barry Schmitt 

High School Principal 

Vanderloop Scoop 
Systems are in Place:  

We Need Results 

     The past school year was filled 

with identifying gaps in student 

progress and working to close 

those gaps. This process is easier 

said than done, and districts like 

ours, often struggle to find the 

right solutions to help each child. 

Business leaders used to look to 

the educational field and believe a deficiency 

could be fixed with a simple solution. Research 

has shown that business leaders do not believe 

this any longer and understand it is more com-

plicated to reach each student and increase 

their achievement. What we all still do believe is 

that this is possible.   

     Last year we identified some significant gaps 

within our programming in our district as it com-

pares to the state mandated Forward exam. 

We identified our state test scores were not 

moving in the right direction from the year prior. 

This energized our staff to identify gaps and 

work toward closing them. Again, not an easy 

task, but one we are welcoming, and one 

where we must find success. The first thing we 

did was group the state data into content cat-

egories. How do our students score overall? By 

grade level? By content area? By subgroup? By 
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can begin to play the system rather than look 

for opportunities to grow meaningful 

knowledge, and/or learn something new.   

     There has been interesting research into the 

topic of our country's top ranked students and 

their influence on our world. Karen Arnold, a re-

searcher at Boston College, followed 81 high 

school valedictorians and salutatorians from 

graduation onward to see what becomes of 

those who lead the academic pack.  Ironically, 

Arnold found that most intellectual students 

who enjoy learning struggle in high school (and 

their grades often show it) because of the limits 

high school can impose or infer on their learn-

ing. Valedictorians tend to be intensely prag-

matic. They tend to follow the rules and prize 

A’s over skills and deep understanding. (Barker, 

E. (2017)  

     I have seen over 40 students achieve Val or 

Sal status in my time in Independence and I 

have enjoyed following many of them as they 

moved into adulthood.  I have to say that these 

students have been very hard workers who val-

ue learning.  Many have gone on to do amaz-

ing things in their colleges and professional lives, 

as well as, through community work and service 

to others. However, I wonder if we could have 

done a better job as a district of inspiring more 

students to push themselves intellectually and 

creatively, and to take on learning that is most 

meaningful to them. I also have to say that I 

have seen many of our top students over the 

years worry about the minute details in grading 

because of its effect on their grade instead of 

focusing on learning and mastery. We have ad-

justed many other District practices in recent 

years to improve on these issues. Moves to a 

standards based grading system, more project 

based learning, upgrades to our science and 

engineering curriculum, partnerships with area 

schools and local employers etc. have all been 

steps in the right direction. But we can always 

do more.  That is what has brought us to consid-

er the use of an alternative system for recogniz-

ing our graduates and their accomplishments 

with the Laude System. A combination of class 

Curriculum and Counseling Corner 

     As we approach this year, we can no longer 

accept effort as good enough. We want every-

one in our district, students, teachers, staff, ad-

ministration, parents, all giving their best effort 

to support our mission: “We will maximize learn-

ing and empower all students to prepare for 

tomorrow’s opportunities.”  We also need all of 

those same stakeholders to be a part of what 

produces results. We have the systems in place; 

we have increased our knowledge on what we 

should be doing. This is a pivotal year for us to 

put all of those pieces in place to produce the 

results we expect. This is the exciting work 

ahead for the year.  This is why I love the field of 

education and working with our Indee students.  

I would say I cannot wait to begin, but that 

would not be true. We have already begun, 

and I’m excited for this journey to continue! 

 

With Indee Pride, 

Robert Vanderloop 

PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education 

(715) 985-3172 ext. 104 

vanderloopr@indps.k12.wi.us 

Laude System Versus   

Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

     There is a long history in most high schools 

to crown the two highest ranked students as 

valedictorian and salutatorian, even though 

the difference in grade point average be-

tween all top students may be only a hun-

dredth of a grade point (sometimes even a 

thousandth of a grade point). If the purpose 

of this system is to sort and select students, it is 

working.  If the purpose is to inspire students to 

work hard and strive for the top spot, it may 

also be working, for some. But at what cost? 

Students at or near the top of their class often 

feel a tremendous amount of pressure to 

keep or attain the coveted titles and outper-

form their classmates. So much so, that they 
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rank and recognition for achieving higher learn-

ing goals. 

     Our primary purpose for proposing a Laude 

System is to encourage rigor in student course-

work, decrease unnecessary competition be-

tween classmates, and increase students’ aca-

demic and intellectual risks. There are many de-

tails to sort out and no one exact way to do a 

Laude System. However, we have begun the 

research and drafting process and we hope to 

get input from our stakeholders during the 2018-

19 school year. With board approval, we could 

begin the switch to a Laude System with future 

incoming high school students. Here is a short 

overview; however, there are many more de-

tails to share. Please note the dates at the bot-

tom of this article for opportunities to learn and 

discuss your thoughts, concerns and questions.  
 

Laude System simplified:   
 

 High School students would still have a class 

rank listed on their transcript as they always 

have.  

 

 Students with a cumulative grade point av-

erage higher than X (grade point average 

to be determined) would also be a part of 

the laude system.  Their GPA would be multi-

plied by the number of honor points they 

received in high school.  Honor points can 

be earned by taking upper level courses or 

sequencing meaningful courses meaningful. 

  

 Student’s laude score would determine 

whether they would be recognized at grad-

uation with 1) Highest Honors (Summa Cum 

Laude), 2) High Honors (Magna Cum 

Laude), 3) Honors (Cum Laude). All desig-

nated by a range of points.   

 

 There would still be student speakers and 

recognition at graduation but we would 

choose them based on laude score.   

      

     Again, this is a very short and general over-

view of how a Laude system could work.  More 

information will be shared throughout the year 

with multiple opportunities for input.  

     We hope you will get involved in this interest-

ing and important discussion. Your input can 

help shape this work and make it most relevant 

to students in our district.  Please consider join-

ing us at any of the meetings/forums listed be-

low. Or contact Mrs. Woychik at 715-985-3172 

Ext. #111 woychikd@indps.k12.wi.us or Mr. 

Schmitt at 715-985-3172 Ext. #102 

schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us  

 

Learn More about a Laude System 

All District Families Welcome 
(Dates subject to change. Change notices will be 

shared at minimum on marquee, website) 

 

 Family Learning Day August 29th, 2018  5:30 

room 500a  

 November School Board Meeting Novem-

ber 7, 2018 7:00 Digital Learning Room 

 January School Board Meeting January 2, 

2019 7:00 Digital Learning Room 

 Open forum for any/all district families Feb-

ruary 21 6pm  Digital Learning Room  

 Open forum groups opened to public and 

personal invitation October 18 and January 

21 at 6pm Digital Learning Room 

 Student Council Meetings Wednesday, Oc-

tober 24 and Monday, January 14 during 

Advisory Time 

 

Barker, E. (2017). Barking up the wrong tree: The 

surprising science behind why everything you 

know about success is (mostly) wrong. New 

York, NY: HarperOne. 

 

The College Board Homepage. (n.d.). Retrieved 

from https://www.collegeboard.org/ 

 

Dawn Woychik 

School Counselor 

Director of Curriculum, Instruction,  

and Assessment 

 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
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PORTFOLIO PROJECT 
Guidelines 2018-2019 

 

     This .5 credit “independent” class is meant to be a practical collection of items to help 

students organize and plan for their future careers, as well as, the student’s best work and 

examples of his/her strengths and skills. This portfolio may be of interest to a future employer 

and therefore will include specific career-related material and should be updated periodi-

cally after high school. Students will not be scheduled for this as a specific class but will work 

on it throughout their high school career. 

 

     Students should begin thinking about and collecting materials pertinent to this project 

when they enter high school. They will receive the three-ring binder that will house their 

work when they are in the required Careers class. 

 
     Senior Portfolios will be due to Mrs. Killian-Baures on or before April 17th. Seniors will then 

be scheduled for an exit interview to be done on May 15th. At this interview, students will 

present the contents of their portfolio to a panel of teachers, school board members, com-

munity members, and administration. 

 

     Incomplete portfolios will not be accepted. Time and thought should be given to each 

piece entered into the project to make it practical and meaningful to each student and 
his/her plans for the future. 

Project Components 

1. Autobiography 

2. Table of Contents 

3. Career Profile Paper  

4. Resume 

5. Cover Letter Sample  

6. Thank You Letter Sample  

7. Two Letters of Recommendation  

8. Job Shadow Report 

9. Transcript including seven semesters of high school work 

10. Work Keys assessment results  

11. (Optional) “credentials”:  certificates, awards, etc.  

12.  10 Service Learning (volunteer) hours per year of high school  

13. Four completed projects or papers. A description and reflection approved by the 

teacher should be submitted with each.  Students should choose projects that include evi-

dence of applied learning:  ie:  scientific investigations, math application, literary analysis, 

world language proficiency, artistic performance, etc.  

14.  Copy of high school attendance record (semesters 1-6) 
 
*# 1-8  will be completed in Careers Class, typically taken Junior year.  
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     Our district’s mission statement is “We will 

maximize learning and empower all students to 

prepare for tomorrow's oppor-

tunities.” Every decision that is 

made goes back to this state-

ment to keep us grounded in 

our efforts to become an in-

novative leader in education. 

With a new school year upon 

us and our continued focus on improving in-

structional practices and increasing student 

achievement, the school board felt that more 

support was needed to attain the goals that 

the district has, and so my current role in the dis-

trict has changed slightly. I will be continuing as 

the Technology Integration Specialist, where I 

work with staff and students on how to best use 

the technology we have in the classroom along 

with managing the district technology budget 

and recommending new technology purchas-

es. In addition to that role, I am excited to be-

come an Assistant Principal to both Mr. Schmitt 

and Mr. Vanderloop. Mrs. Christine Pyka will 

take on my duties as the new Enrichment Coor-

dinator. This new role lends itself well to my cur-

rent position where I was managing students 

and their technology. With this new title I will al-

so be focusing on student attendance, han-

dling student discipline and helping to continue 

to make decisions as part of the administrative 

team. As other tasks come up I will be taking 

those on as assigned by Mr. Schmitt and evalu-

ating and coaching teachers on instructional 

practices.  

     As I take on this new role as an Assistant Prin-

cipal, I look forward to working with staff not on-

ly on technology integration but also as an in-

structional leader. Having attended the PLC in-

stitute in Minneapolis this past June, I am excit-

ed to bring back new knowledge to help our 

staff and students as we continue to always find 

the best instructional strategies and to continue 

to develop the collaborative culture we have 

as educators at Independence to allow for the 

A New Role for a New School Year best possible education for our students. I can’t 

wait to see all of our students back in the build-

ing this fall and I look forward to supporting staff 

and students in this new role this coming school 

year! 

 

Go Indees! 

Melissa Pientok 

Technology Integration Specialist 

Assistant Principal 

     It’s hard to believe that the new school year 

will be here in a few short weeks! Mr. Xiong has 

been working diligently to refresh the students’ 

laptops to get them ready to hand out back to 

the student this fall. I always get excited to see 

the students back in the building ready to learn 

and take on the tasks that their instructors have 

given them. As the new school year approach-

es, I would encourage our students to continue 

to show the same respect for their device that 

they have in the past but also remind them that 

using the school’s computers is a privilege and 

not a right. These devices are an educational 

tool and should be used as 

such. The school district 

and parents have the right 

at any time to check your 

device for misuse. 

     I would like to take a 

moment to remind every-

one of the utmost importance in caring for 

these devices. Here is a general guideline stu-

dents should follow when using and transport-

ing their device. 

1. Refrain from using your device around food 

and beverages. A clean device works more 

efficiently. This also include making sure your 

hands are clean after eating. 

2. Keep your device in a secure location such 

as your locker or in a locked classroom with 

teacher permission. 

3. Only use the device issued to you and ask 

permission from another student before 

2018-19 Device Roll Out Information 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjV3ty-ssPcAhVq_4MKHQneBocQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaribrandsforyou.com%2Fmake-your-next-career-move%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CbHTOqL597Xin1T-y1Rwr&ust=153292222416539


 

      

such as at the kitchen table or only in family ar-

eas and not in bedrooms. Keeping your child’s 

computer out in the open areas of your home 

allows for better supervision from you. It is also 

important to ask questions of your child about 

what they are doing and how a particular pro-

ject is being implemented in the classroom. 

Your child’s device will continue to be filtered 

using the school firewalls off of school campus, 

but as diligent as we are about making sure 

certain websites are blocked, students can 

sometimes find a workaround to access a site 

such as Facebook or Twitter. We appreciate all 

the help you can provide in supervising your 

child’s computer use at home and we look for-

ward to a great school year! 

 

Go Indees, 

Melissa Pientok 

Technology Integration Specialist 

Assistant Principal 
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touching their device to assist them with a 

question. 

4. Report any damage or computer issues as 

soon as possible to the technology depart-

ment to prevent paying higher fees to repair 

any damage done. 

5. Keep your device out of extreme tempera-

tures, hot and freezing temperatures can 

cause your device not to function properly. 

 

     You can find more guidelines and expecta-

tions on using your school issued device in Tech-

nology and Digital Learning Expectations sec-

tion in the student handbook. Parents and stu-

dents will be signing that you agree to follow 

and adhere to these policies at Registration 

Day on August 8, 2018. 

     Just like last year, students will be carrying 

their devices like a binder; the straps have been 

removed from the case to prevent from mark-

ing up the lockers when the cases are bumped 

into the lockers. The removal of the straps will 

also fix the issue we have with the broken cases 

that need to be sent in and replaced when the 

strap bracket gets broken. This way of caring 

the devices was not an issue last year and I 

think it helped with keeping our devices in 

great condition.  

     Device check out will be on Family Learning 

Day, August 29, 2018. All past computer fees will 

need to be paid prior to students being issued 

a device.  Students in grades 7-12 will be al-

lowed to pick up their device on this day and 

check to make sure they can get logged in to 

important sites such as Gmail, Google Drive, 

Infinite Campus, etc. It is expected that stu-

dents check their email daily as they will be no-

tified of important announcement through 

email. Students will also be learning how to use 

their Google Calendar and Tasks to help them 

stay better organized this year. 

     In the past, I have often received questions 

about the computer use at home. As a parent 

you have the right to know what your child is 

doing on their computer. You can set guide-

lines about where the computer is being used 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Attendance Policy 

     Regular attendance is a responsibility that 

should be shared by parents, students, and the 

school.  The greatest single factor that contrib-

utes to below standard schoolwork and low or 

failing grades in school is tardiness and ab-

sence from school.  The state compulsory 

school attendance law requires all students 

from age 6 to 18 be in attendance.  Students or 

parents with questions should contact the prin-

cipal regarding attendance policies. 

     All parents are reminded to call the school 

by 9:00 a.m. on the day of your child’s ab-

sence.  Failure to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. 

may result in a disciplinary action for the stu-

dent.  We appreciate your cooperation on this.  

Again, if parents do not call, then we will call to 

confirm the fact that parents know where their 

children are (either at home or school), and 

that their children are safe.  Thanks for your co-

operation. 
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Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter 
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Hello 4K Students and Families! 

     Our first day of school is fast approaching! I want to encourage all families with 4K students to at-

tend the following events we have planned for you: 

  
August 8th: All School Registration Day.  

  

     Staff will be available on that day to help get your student enrolled in our Four Year - Old Kinder-

garten Program. Some families have already “quick” enrolled in our 4K program this past spring at 

our 4K Registration Day, through Head Start or by contacting the office. This day is for you to turn in 

additional paperwork (emergency contacts, signed medical/dental forms, document birth certifi-

cate info), get breakfast and milk accounts started, address any medical needs/concerns, and ask 

questions you may have about the upcoming year.   

     Pape Bus staff will be available for transportation questions and concerns, it is very important to 

set transportation up prior to the first day of school.  

     Attendance on this day will ensure a smooth “first day” for your young student as well as for you 

as a parent. PLEASE plan to stop in at our Registration Day on August 8th between the hours of 12:00

-7:00 

  
August 21st: 4K Orientation and Welcome for New Families 

  

     On August 21st from 5:00 PM – 7 PM we ask all Parents of Four Year - Old Kindergarteners to attend 

an orientation/welcome night. We planned this night to help with transitioning your young child into 

school. As parents of a first time student, you may have many questions and/or concerns. Please 

attend this event so we can answer questions you may have and help prepare you for your child’s 

4K experience. 

  
August 29th: All School Family Learning Day 

  

     Meet your teacher, drop off school supplies and have school photos taken at Family Learning 

Day on August 29th. I look forward to working with your children and family as the district 4K Teach-

er. PLEASE plan to attend Family Learning Day on August 29th between the hours of 12:00 PM – 7 

PM.  Families should plan to spend approximately 1 hour at Family Learning Day. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  

Ms. Schultz Newsletter Copy Editor: 

Tracy Halama 

 

Production Editor: 

Linda Killian-Baures 

 

Editorial Administrator: 

Mr. Bärry Schmitt 



 

      

     The annual Ashley for the Arts will occur Au-

gust 9-11 this year. This is the biggest fundraiser 

of the year for the Independence Booster Club 

and athletic teams. There is a sign-up located 

on the school website. Please help us by donat-

ing your time. Donating your time will give you 

access to the whole event for the weekend. 

     Go to the School website and click the link.  

Password is “indee”. All athletes are required to 

participate, plus we need several adults to fill 

spots. The dates for working this year are August 

10, 11, and 13. 
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Ashley for the Arts 

Physicals 

     Every year we have athletes miss the first 

days of practice due to not having a physical 

on record. The WIAA rule states that any physi-

cal taken on or after April 1 is good for the next 

two school years following that date. You can-

not practice unless you have a physical on file 

in the District office and most coaches consider 

missing a practice due to not having a physical 

as an unexcused absence. If you are not sure if 

you have had a physical in the past two years, 

please contact the 

high school office at 

715-985-3172 to 

check if there is one 

on file. If you had a 

physical last year, 

you still need to sub-

mit an Alternate Year 

Card to participate. 

Fall Sports Begin in August 

     Athletic code meeting will be on July 31 in 

the cafetorium. Football, Volleyball, and Cross 

Country will have their Parent/team meetings 

starting at 6:00pm, with the athletic code meet-

ing for all athletes/parents to follow at 7:00pm. 
This meeting is required of all athletes and their 

Parent/Guardian. 

     Football will have their equipment check-out 

at 2:00pm on August 1, with their first practice 

immediately following at 3:30pm. They have a 

scrimmage on Friday, August 10 in Altoona. The 

first game is at Elmwood/Plum City on Friday, 

August 17. 

     Volleyball will start on August 13 at 4:00pm 

with a scrimmage at Melrose-Mindoro on  

August 20 at 4:00pm. 

 

           

         

             

   

    Cross Country will also start on August 13 at 

8:00am, with their first meet on August 25 at 

9:00am in Cashton. 

     Middle School Football and volleyball will 

start at 3:30 on August 22. 

     Middle School Cross Country will start at 3:30 

on August 27. 

     Before students can participate in middle or 

high school athletics they must have had a 

physical within the past two years with an im-

pact test, have permission from their parent/

guardian, and also pay an athletic fee.  This fee 

is waived if the family qualifies for free or re-

duced lunch. 

Concussion Law 

     Wisconsin passed statute 118.293 known as 

the Wisconsin Concussion Law Act 172.  This is a 

state law and is not optional.  It requires all 

youth athletic organizations which include high 

schools to educate coaches,  
  



 

      

     There are always a lot of questions about stu-

dents participating in two sports during the 

same season. Independence High School does 

allow this, but some basic guidelines must be 

adhered to. Below is a summary of some of the 

conditions in the policy. 

 

1.  An athlete must indicate their intention well     

     before the start of the seasons that they will   

     participate in two sports.  This notification  

     needs to be done soon enough to allow the 

     athletes, parents, and coaches to meet to  

     draw up a two-sport contract before either 

     season begins. 

2.  All athletes, except freshmen, must declare 

a “first” sport which will be the sport which 

gets priority when conflicts in practice or 

competitions happen.  Coaches are al-

lowed to waive this priority on specific dates 

and freshmen are allowed to try to equalize 

priorities but may declare a “first” sport. 

3.  Head coaches must agree to allow the ath-

letes to compete in two-sports.  Head 

coaches have the authority to deny an ath-

lete the privilege to participate in another 

sport.  In other words the coach has the 

right to tell the athlete to choose one sport 

or the other.  They are not obligated to al-

low the student to participate in both sports. 

 

     It should be noted that participating in two 

sports at the same time is extremely demanding 

and should only be done in cases of exception-

al athletes or if low participation numbers in a 

sport make it necessary for athletes from other 

sports to help “fill the team.” 
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     The yearbook is in need 

of your help. If you have 

fantastic pictures of our In-

dee students playing a 

sport, having fun cheering 

at a game, or just plain fun, 

candid pictures, please 

submit them to Alie Bultman 

so that we have a lot of pictures to choose from 

for the yearbook this year. We are looking for all 

ages 4K-Seniors. Please remember that all high 

school pictures will be considered for the high 

school yearbook and all elementary and mid-

dle school pictures will be considered for the 

elementary/middle school yearbook. Please 

take and send pictures throughout the school 

year. Please call Alie Bultman if you have any 

questions at 715-985-3172, ext. 139 or via email 

at bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us. Submit pictures to 

her email as well.  

 

WANTED: Yearbook Pictures Two Sport Athletes 

Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being able 

to attend a concert or event that one of 

your family members are a part of?  Well, 

don’t miss another event!  Many of the 

events, including concerts, special presen-

tations and graduation, are live streamed 

using the school’s Polycom camera.  On 

the day of the event, log into the school’s 

website (www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the 

left side of the page there is a link called 

Indee TV Live.  If you are not available to 

watch it live, you can also click on the link 

Indee TV and there are archived events 

listed. 

mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
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     With the start of a new school year, come old traditions and the beginning of new ones. One of 

those traditions being homecoming. This year’s homecoming activities will start on September 17 

with student activities at school and conclude with the football game versus Augusta on September 

28 and the dance September 29th. 

     In a collaborative effort with student council, the homecoming committee has developed ex-

pectations that will ensure safety and respect for our community and students. The following is a 

quick list of some of the things that will be incorporated this year: 

 “Hit list”- This is a list of students, Staff and coaches that will invite the tradition of toilet papering 

their homes. If you DO NOT want to be on this list, please contact Mr. Schmitt, Mrs. Jeske or Mr. 

Ruhland at school. We would like the list completed by September 16. 

 “No Hit list”- If you definitely do not want your home/business toilet papered, please contact us 

to get on this list.  All community residents without children in high school will be on the no-hit list. 

 Expectations- The student council has come up with a list of expectations for our student behav-

ior this year. These will be posted throughout town and on athletic programs leading up to 

homecoming week. 

 Curfew- To ensure safety and respect for our community and students, with the cooperation of 

the Independence Police Department, we have implemented an 11:00 pm curfew for home-

coming activities. We are asking for your cooperation in reporting any students that violate this 

curfew. Please include time, date, and location of the activity.  

 School groups and athletic teams will be putting up spirit posters all around town the week of 

homecoming. 

The following is a brief calendar of events for the Homecoming week: 

 September 17- students begin the process of forming their skits, and making banners/posters. 

 September 24-28: Homecoming week 

 September 27: Coronation of the Homecoming King & Queen at the home VB match vs CFC 

 September 28:  Mass and breakfast for the athletes at SS Peter and Paul at 7:30am 

 Spirit Games in the afternoon 

 Game vs Augusta at 7:00pm  

 September 29: Dance at 8:00pm  

     If you have any questions, please contact one of the following, calling the school at 715-985-3172 

or at the email addresses listed below: 

 Mr. Schmitt (schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us) 

 Ms. Jeske (jeskej@indps.k12.wi.us) 

 Mr. Ruhland (ruhlandj@indps.k12.wi.us) 
 

 

      

A NICKELODEON HOMECOMING - EXPECTATIONS 2018 

mailto:schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:jeskej@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:ruhlandj@indps.k12.wi.us
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ous, because early symptoms like high fever, severe 

headache, nausea, vomiting and stiff neck, are simi-

lar to those of common viral illnesses. The disease 

can progress rapidly and can cause death or per-

manent disability within 48 hours of initial symptoms. 

     Meningococcal disease is spread through direct 

contact with respiratory and/or oral secretions from 

infected persons (for example, kissing or sharing 

drinking containers).  It can develop and spread 

quickly throughout the body, so early diagnosis and 

treatment are very important.  Even with immediate 

treatment, the disease can kill an otherwise healthy 

young person within hours of first symptoms. Of those 

who survive, up to 20 percent may endure perma-

nent disabilities, including brain damage, deafness 

and limb amputations. 

     Lifestyle factors common among teenagers, col-

lege students and military personnel are believed to 

put them at increased risk of contracting meningo-

coccal disease.  These lifestyle factors include 

crowded living situations (for example, dormitories, 

sleep-away camps), active or passive smoking and 

irregular sleeping habits. Teens should avoid sharing 

eating utensils and drinking out of the same contain-

er, since infections may spread through this type of 

close contact. 

     To learn more about meningococcal disease, 

vaccine information, and public health resources 

visit the following web sites.  

 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention meningo-

coccal meningitis information. 

 American Committee of Immunization Practice 

recommendations for Prevention and Control of 

Meningitis (2005) http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/

preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm 

 Updated recommendations for the use of Me-

ningococcal Conjugate Vacines (2010) is availa-

ble at: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/

mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e 

 National Association of School Nurses – Voices of 

Meningitis (http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/

Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge) 

 

  

      

      

    Public health authorities recommend that teen-

agers and college-bound students be immunized 

against a potentially fatal bacterial infection called 

meningococcal disease, a type of meningitis. 

     Meningococcal disease is a rare but potentially 

fatal bacterial infection that can cause severe swell-

ing of the brain and spinal cord (meningitis) or a seri-

ous blood infection (meningococcemia). Meningo-

coccal disease strikes up to 3,000 Americans each 

year; nearly 30 percent of these cases are among 

teenagers and college students. 

     Up to 83 percent of all cases among teens and 

college students may potentially be prevented 

through immunization, the most effective way to 

prevent this disease. A meningococcal vaccine is 

available that protects against four out of five strains 

of bacterium that cause meningococcal disease in 

the U.S. 

     The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) and other leading medical organizations rec-

ommends that all 11-12 years olds should be vac-

cinated with meningococcal conjugate vaccine 

(MCV4). A booster shot is recommended for teens 

at age 16 to continue providing protection when 

their risk for meningococcal disease is highest. Teens 

who received MCV4 for the first time at age 13 

through 15 years will need a one-time booster dose 

at 16 through18 years of age. If a teenager missed 

getting the vaccine altogether, they should ask the 

doctor about getting it now, especially if they are 

about to move into a college dorm or military bar-

racks.  

 

About Meningococcal Disease 

 

     Meningococcal disease is often misdiagnosed as 

something less serious because early symptoms are 

similar to common viral illnesses.  Symptoms of me-

ningococcal disease may include high fever, severe 

headache, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, sensitivity to 

light, confusion, exhaustion and/or a rash. 

     Teenagers and college students are at increased 

risk for meningococcal disease compared to the 

general population, accounting for nearly 30 per-

cent of all U.S. cases every year. Meningococcal 

disease can be misdiagnosed as something less seri-

Meningococcal Disease:  

Protect Your Child 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5407a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
http://www.nasn.org/ToolsResources/Immunizations/VoicesofMeningitisChallenge
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POLICY 342.5 

TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  

(Draft Copy pending approval 8.1.18) 

     The District recognizes the importance of parent and family engagement in their children’s edu-

cation. Therefore, the District shall provide appropriate opportunities for parents to become en-

gaged in the design and implementation of the District’s Title I Program activities and, more general-

ly, in improving the academic achievement and school performance of their children. As used in 

these policy guidelines, “parent(s)” shall be understood to include a student’s legal guardian(s) 

where applicable.  

     The federal Title I laws and regulations required that these District-level parent and family en-

gagement policy guidelines, along with any school-level supplementary guidelines, shall be devel-

oped jointly with, agreed on with, and distributed to parents of participating students. 

 

District-Level Parent and Family Engagement Initiatives  

 

     At a District level, under the leadership and direction of the District Administrator or District’s des-

ignated Title I Coordinator and the building principal(s), the District shall:  

 

1. Involve parents in the planning, review, and improvement of the District’s Title I Program Plan.  

a. Such parent participation shall occur through multiple mechanisms that may include  

surveys, representation on applicable work teams, and, as may be applicable,  

participation in school-based or District-based meetings that serve an advisory function  

related to the Title I Program and its goals.  

b. If the District’s Title I Program Plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating  

children, the District shall submit any parent comments about the Program Plan to the  

State when the Plan itself is submitted.  

c. An annual review of the District’s Title I program Plan will be conducted each spring  

and may include an analysis of state and local assessment data, a review of grade level  

effectiveness of Title I services.  

2. Involve parents in an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of these District-    

level parent and family engagement policy guidelines. The evaluation shall focus on:  

a. The extent to which existing parent and family engagement strategies and activities  

aid in improving student achievement and the academic quality of the schools;  

b. Identifying barriers to greater parent participation and engagement, with particular  

attention given to parents who are economically disadvantaged, have a disability, have  

limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority  

background; and  

c. Identifying possible changes to the strategies being used to implement the District’s  

parent and family engagement policy guidelines and, if necessary, recommended  

revisions to the policy guidelines.  

(Draft Copy pending approval 8.1.18) 
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3. Include parents in the planning of specific parent and family engagement activities.  

a. In connection with Title I schools, such parent input may be obtained through both  

District-level and school-level meetings and other initiatives.  

b. Parents of children receiving Title I services shall also be involved in decisions about the use of any 

Title I funds reserved to carry out parent and family engagement activities.  

 

4. Provide coordination, technical assistance and support to school personnel regarding parent and 

family engagement and parent communication strategies and activities to improve student 

achievement and school performance.  

 

5. Build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for parent and family engagement by:  

a. Providing parents with information on state academic standards, the school curriculum, student 

assessments, monitoring their child’s progress, and working with their child’s educators to improve 

achievement.  

b. Providing materials, training, and other resources to help parents work with their children to im-

prove academic achievement.  

c. Providing teachers, student services personnel, principals, and other staff with professional devel-

opment resources/opportunities that address the value and utility of parents’ contributions to school 

activities and student learning; how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as 

equal partners; implement and coordinate parent programs; and build ties between parents and 

the school.  

d. Coordinating school-sponsored parent involvement activities with other community initiatives.  

e. Providing information and notices related to programs, meetings, and activities to parents in an 

understandable format, and, where practicable, in a language that parents can understand.  

 

6. Ensure that District-level and school-level personnel advertise specific opportunities for parent in-

volvement, engage in outreach activities, and structure specific parent and family engagement 

opportunities in a manner intended to encourage and facilitate the full involvement and participa-

tion of parents who are as a socio-economic disadvantage, have a disability, have limited English 

proficiency, or have limited literacy. 

 

School-Level Parent involvement Plans and Activities  

 

As District-wide expectations, the school entities shall:  

 

1. Incorporate within the school/program improvement planning process goals and initiatives that 

focus on encouraging and facilitating parent engagement and parent involvement.  

(Draft Copy pending approval 8.1.18) 

 

2. Involve parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication addressing student achieve-

ment through formal mechanisms (e.g., report cards and progress reports, parent-teacher confer-

ences, school and classroom newsletters, etc.) and through less formal communications (e.g., tele-

phone contacts, notes sent to parents, updates provided through the student information system, 

etc.). The communication channels established between the schools and parents are intended to 

ensure that:  

a. Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;  
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b. Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education;  

c. Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision 

making that involves the education of their child; and  

d. District personnel respond in a timely and reasonable fashion to parents’ reasonable request for 

information or for meetings to address concerns and decisions relating to their child’s education.  

 

In addition, each school designated as a participating Title I program school shall also:  

 

1. Develop jointly with the parents of students participating in the Title I Program (and then imple-

ment and monitor): 

a. A “School-Parent Compact” that outlines how parents, school personnel, and students share re-

sponsibility for the student’s achievement and growth, and that identifies the means by which the 

school and parents will build and develop a partnership focused on enabling student achievement.  

 

2. Schedule and hold an annual fall meeting for parents at which a representative of the school 

shall provide parents with an overview of the school’s participation in Title I, the parent and family 

engagement components of the Title I Program, and the rights of parents under Title I. This annual 

meeting regarding the Title I program shall also serve as an opportunity to present information to 

parents regarding academic standards, the school curriculum, the methods of student assessment, 

and means of monitoring their child’s progress.  

 

3. Working in coordination with District-level initiatives, involve parents in the planning, review, and 

improvement of the District-level Title I Program Plan and any school-specific Title I programming 

and parent-involvement activities. When such planning and evaluation activities occur in connec-

tion with school-wide processes, school personnel shall monitor and attempt to encourage the rep-

resentative participation of parents of children who are participating Title I programs. The implemen-

tation of these parent and family engagement policy practices at the school level shall be under 

the leadership and direction of the building principal, with support and assistance provided by the 

District Administrator where applicable.  

 

First Reading: July 11th, 2018 

Pending Approval:  August 1st, 2018 

  Independence—Gilmanton Track & Field 

 Independence High School Powerlifting 

 Indee Drama Club 

 Independence FFA 

 Independence Indees Baseball 

 Independence Post Prom 

 Independence Prom 2016 
  

Independence Public School 

 Independence K-12 Art 

 3rd Grade at Independence 

 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

 Independence Athletic Booster Club 

 Indees Volleyball 

 Independence Indees Girls’ Basketball 

 Independence Indees Boys’ Basketball  
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CHILD FIND 
     The Independence School District, pursuant 

to [s.PI 11.03(1)(f)], has an ongoing screening 

process in place to locate and screen all chil-

dren, birth to 21 years of age, who are residents 

of the district and who have not graduated 

from high school.  Special education screening 

may be conducted with other related activities 

or agencies annually as a formal screening pro-

gram or by referral from a parent, outside 

agency, or school representative at no cost.  

The district provides educational opportunities 

and accommodations for children identified or 

suspected of demonstrating an exceptional ed-

ucational need in the following areas:  Speech/

Language, Attention Deficit Disorder, Learning 

Disability, Cognitive Disability, Hearing Impair-

ment, Visual Impairment, Physical Disability, 

Emotional Disability, Autism, Significant Devel-

opmental Delay, or Traumatic Brain Injury.  Any 

person who has reasonable cause to believe 

that a child is a child with exceptional educa-

tional needs may contact the district School 

Psychologist or Director of Special Education. 

      Any child's parent or guardian, or the child if 

the parent or guardian is notified, may request 

the school board, in writing, to provide the child 

with program or curriculum modifications, in-

cluding but not limited to: 

1. Modifications within the child's current aca-

demic program. 

2. A school work training or work study program. 

3. Enrollment in any alternative public school or 

program located in the school district in which 

the child resides. 

4. Enrollment in any nonsectarian private school 

or program, or tribal school, located in the 

school district in which the child resides, which 

complies with the requirements of 42 USC 

2000d. Enrollment of a child under this subdivi-

sion shall be pursuant to a contractual agree-

ment under s. 121.78 (5) that provides for the 

payment of the child's tuition by the school dis-

trict. 

5. Homebound study, including nonsectarian 

correspondence courses or other courses of 

study approved by the school board or nonsec-

tarian tutoring provided by the school in which 

the child is enrolled. 

6. Enrollment in any public educational pro-

gram located outside the school district in 

which the child resides. Enrollment of a child 

under this subdivision may be pursuant to a 

contractual agreement between school dis-

tricts. 

 

     The school board shall render its decision, in 

writing, within 90 days of a request under par. 

(d), except that if the request relates to a child 

who has been evaluated by an individualized 

education program team under s. 115.782 and 

has not been recommended for special edu-

cation, the school board shall render its deci-

sion within 30 days of the request. If the school 

board denies the request, the school board 

shall give its reasons for the denial. 

Medications in School 

    When you send medications to school for 

your child to take, they must be sent in the origi-

nal, properly labeled container.  If you are get-

ting a prescription filled, ask the pharmacist for 

a second labeled bottle that you can leave at 

school.  If you are sending non-prescription 

medicine (cough syrups, decongestants, etc.) 

to school, you might want to purchase two bot-

tles so you can keep one at home and one at 

school.  The school cannot administer medica-

tions unless they are in their original containers. 

     Also, if you are sending liquid medication, 

please send enough plastic spoons so that they 

may be disposed of after each use. 

     No medication will be given to students un-

less the proper authorization form is filled out.  

Forms may be obtained from the school office. 

Program or Curriculum  

Modifications  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/42%20USC%202000d
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/42%20USC%202000d
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/121.78(5)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.15(1)(d)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/115.782
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Confidentiality of Student Records 

   The Independence School District pursuant to 

the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA), advises parents and adult students 

that they have the right to the following provi-

sions: 

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s 

educational records. 

2. The right to seek amendment of the student’s 

education records that the parent or adult stu-

dent believes to be inaccurate, misleading, or 

otherwise a violation of the student’s privacy 

rights. 

3. The right to consent of disclosures of person-

ally identifiable information contained in the 

student’s educational records, except to the 

extent that FERPA (and state laws) authorize 

disclosure without consent.  Wisconsin Law al-

lows districts within the State of Wisconsin to dis-

close educational records of transfer students 

without consent. 

4. The right to file a complaint with the Family 

Policy Compliance Office of the US Department 

of Education, alleging educational agency or 

institution non-compliance with FERPA require-

ments.  

The Independence School District has designat-

ed the following as directory information:   

Student Directory Data:  

 Student’s name and date of birth 

 Student’s grade level 

 Participation in officially recognized  

 activities and sports 

 Weight and height of members of  

 athletic teams 

 Dates of attendance 

 Honors and awards received 

 Student photographs 

 

Parent Directory Data:  

 Parent/legal guardian’s name(s) 

 Address 

 Phone Number 

 Student’s/child’s name  

     Any parent or adult student may request in 

writing that all or part of the directory infor-

mation not be disclosed without parent, guardi-

an, or eligible student consent.  This notification 

is to be given the School District within two 

weeks of the beginning of the school year. 

     With the enactment of the No Child Left Be-

hind Bill signed by President Bush in 2001, 

schools must now release students names, 

phone numbers and addresses to military re-

cruiters when requested to do so.  As with direc-

tory information, any parent or adult student 

may request in writing that all or part of the di-

rectory information not be disclosed without 

parent, guardian, or eligible student consent.  

This notification is to be given to the School Dis-

trict within two weeks of the beginning of the 

school year. 

     For purposes of record, disclosure within the 

Independence School District allows disclosure 

of student records to school officials, teachers, 

and staff that have legitimate educational in-

terests in the records.  For purposes of this no-

tice, school officials shall be defined as adminis-

trative or educational instructors or representa-

tives of the Board under contract for the current 

school year.  For purposes of this notice, legiti-

mate educational interests shall be defined as 

those which are related to the educational pro-

gress and development of the student. 
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STUDENT PRIVACY 

     Parents/guardians may inspect, upon re-

quest, any instructional material used as part of 

the educational curriculum for students. In ad-

dition, parents/guardians may deny their child's 

participation in certain District educational pro-

grams or activities in accordance with state 

and federal laws and regulations. Specifically, 

parents/guardians may: 

     1. Request reasonable accommodations for 

their child with regard to examinations and oth-

er academic requirements based on their 

child's sincerely held religious beliefs. 

     2. Request that their child not participate in 

instruction in human growth and development 

or instruction in certain health-related subjects 

(physiology and hygiene, sanitation, the effects 

of controlled substances and alcohol upon the 

human system, symptoms of disease and the 

proper care of the body). 

     3. Request that their child not participate in 

any survey administered or distributed to stu-

dents in the schools that reveals information 

concerning any of the following: 

a. political affiliations or beliefs of the student 

or the student's parent; 

b. mental and psychological problems of the 

student or the student's family; 

c. sex behavior or attitudes; 

d. illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating or de-

meaning behavior; 

e. critical appraisals of other individuals with 

whom students have close fami-

ly  relationships; 

f. legally recognized privileged or analogous 

relationships such as those of lawyers, physi-

cians and ministers; 

g. religious practices, affiliations or beliefs of 

the student or student's parent; or 

h. income, other than that required by law to      

determine eligibility for participation in a 

program or for receiving financial assistance 

under such a program. 

     Parents/guardians 

may inspect, upon 

request, any survey 

containing items re-

lated to any of the 

above information 

and any survey cre-

ated by a third party, as well as any instruction-

al materials used in connection with any such 

survey. If a survey containing any of the above 

information is funded in whole or in part by any 

program administered by the U.S. Department 

of Education, written consent shall be obtained 

from the student or, in the case of a minor stu-

dent, the student's parent/guardian before the 

student participates in the survey. 

     Request that their child not participate in 

any activities involving the collection, disclosure 

or use of personal information collected from 

students for the purpose of marketing or selling 

that information, or otherwise providing that in-

formation to others for that purpose. "Personal 

information" includes individually identifiable 

information such as a student's or parent's first 

and last name, address, telephone number or 

Social Security identification number. Upon re-

quest, parents/guardians may inspect any in-

strument used in the collection of personal infor-

mation from students for marketing or selling 

purposes before the instrument is administered 

or distributed to students. 

     4. Request that their child not participate in 

any non-emergency, invasive physical exami-

nation or screening that is: (a) required as a 

condition of attendance, (b) administered by 

the school and scheduled by the school in ad-

vance, and (c) not necessary to protect the 

immediate health and safety of the student, or 

of other students. "Invasive physical examina-

tion" means any medical examination that in-

volves the exposure of private body parts, or 

any act during such examination that includes 

incision, insertion or injection in the body, but 

does not include a hearing, vision or scoliosis 

screening. 
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5. Parents/guardians shall be informed at the 

beginning of the school year of the specific or 

approximate dates during the school year 

when activities outlined above are scheduled 

to take place and shall be given the opportuni-

ty to request that their child not participate in 

such activities. Parents/guardians shall make 

any of the above requests, in writing, to the 

building principal or designee. All requests will 

be judged individually based upon state and 

federal guidelines. The principal or designee 

shall respond to such requests in a timely man-

ner. 

 

6. Accommodations made under this policy 

shall be provided to students without prejudicial 

effect. 

 

7. The District shall inform parents/guardians of 

this policy at the beginning of each school 

year. 

School Wellness Policy  

Annual Notice 

     School districts participating 

in federally subsidized child  

nutrition programs (ie: National 

School Lunch Program) are  

required to establish local 

school wellness policies. The 

policy was formally adopted by the Independ-

ence Board of Education and can be found at:  

www.indps.k12.wi.us 

Asbestos Management 

Annual Notice  

     It has been determined through the original 

inspection that the building is asbestos free. Any 

modifications to the building made in the future 

will be inspected.  

Special Needs Scholarship  

Program 

Annual Notice 

TO PARENTS OR GUARDIANS OF STUDENTS WITH 

DISABILITIES IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF INDE-

PENDENCE  

 

     This notice serves to inform parents and 

guardians of students with disabilities that the 

State of Wisconsin has established the Special 

Needs Scholarship Program. Under this scholar-

ship program and as further specified in state 

law, a child with a disability who has been de-

nied the opportunity to attend a nonresident 

school district under the full time open enroll-

ment program may be eligible to receive a 

scholarship from the Department of Public In-

struction (DPI) that allows the child to attend an 

eligible private school that is participating in the 

Special Needs Scholarship Program. 

     This is a state-administered program. A par-

ent or guardian who is interested in the Special 

Needs Scholarship Program should inde-

pendently verify the participating private 

schools and the specific terms, eligibility criteria, 

and application procedures of the scholarship 

program with the DPI. 

     The Special Needs Scholarship Program is 

further defined under section 115.7915 of the 

state statutes. However, special eligibility re-

quirements not found in that statute exist for 

program scholarships that are awarded for pri-

vate school attendance that initially begins in 

the 2016-2017 school year. Additional infor-

mation about the program and a list of partici-

pating schools is  available on the website of 

the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction:  

 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-

scholarship/student-applications-17-18 

 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship/student-applications-17-18
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship/student-applications-17-18
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     It is the policy of the School District of Inde-

pendence to: (a) prevent access to or transmis-

sion of inappropriate content in its computers 

and over its network through electronic mail or 

other forms of communication; (b) promote the 

safety and security of minors using the District’s 

computers, electronic mail, chat rooms, text 

messaging, instant messaging and other forms 

of communications; (c) prevent unauthorized 

access (such as “hacking”) and other unlawful 

activities; (d) prevent unauthorized online dis-

closure, use, or dissemination of student person-

ally identifiable information; and (e) comply 

with CIPA—the Children’s Internet Protection 

Act [Pub. L. No. 106-554 and 47 USC 254(h)] and 

all other applicable laws.  

     The District uses an Internet content filtering 

system to limit access to material that is harmful 

to students, obscene or disruptive to the edu-

cational or work environment, and to a lesser 

degree, high risk activities. The District uses soft-

ware designed to filter and block access to por-

nographic Internet sites. The District uses com-

mercially reasonable technology protection 

measures designed to comply with CIPA’s re-

quirements. The District reserves the right to 

block sites that do not enhance educational 

activities or are not in compliance with CIPA. 

No technology measure can block 100% of in-

appropriate content so the District emphasizes 

the importance of responsible use and of par-

ent and staff supervision in monitoring use of 

technology. 

Children’s Internet Protection Act 
(CIPA) 

based tools and applications for learning, our 

district utilizes several computer software appli-

cations and web-based services, operated not 

by this district, but by third parties.   

The Independence School District will be utiliz-

ing G Suite for Education  and other web-based 

resources (i.e. Quizlet, Kahoot, Edmodo, 

Flipgrid, and SeeSaw, ) for students.  As with any 

educational undertaking, a strong partnership 

with families is essential to a successful learning 

experience. In order for our students to use 

these programs and services, certain personally 

identifying information -- generally the student’s 

name and email address -- must be provided to 

the web site operator. 

     Under federal law entitled the Children’s 

Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) these 

websites must provide parental notification and 

obtain parental consent before collecting per-

sonal information from children under the age 

of 13. The law permits school districts such as 

ours to consent to the collection of personal in-

formation on behalf of all of its students, there-

by eliminating the need for individual parental 

consent given directly to the web site operator.   

A list of the possible sites to be used in our class-

rooms, with links to their privacy policies and 

terms of services can be obtained from our 

school website www.indps.k12.wi.us under the 

Families and Students Tab > Protecting Student 

Data Privacy. 

 
IF YOU WANT YOUR CHILD REMOVED FROM 

THIRD PARTY SERVICES INCLUDING G Suite for 

Education , please complete this form  and fax 

it to the number specified, mail to the mailing 

address below, or email it to 

pientokm@indps.k12.wi.us 

Fax Number: (715) 985-2303 

Address to: 

Independence Public School 

23786 Indee Blvd 

Independence, WI 54747 

Email:  pientokm@indps.k12.wi.us 

 

Children’s Online Privacy  

Protection Act (COPPA) 

     Parents of school-aged children under the 

age of 13: 

     In order for schools within the Independence 

School District to continue to be able to provide 

your student(s) with the most effective web-

http://www.indps.k12.wi.us
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F01IGHEiZugNfP2cAlfO2J3_FKFNB2WZHlHrT4-24W0/edit?usp=sharing
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SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRAL AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES 

     Upon request, the Independence School District is required to evaluate a child for eligibility for 

special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. When the district receives 

a referral, the district will appoint an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine if the 

child has a disability, and if the child needs special education services. The district locates, identifies, 

and evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private (including reli-

gious) schools, elementary schools and secondary schools located in the school district. 

     A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who reasona-

bly believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has a legal duty to 

refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. Before re-

ferring the child, the person making the referral must inform the child's parent that the referral will be 

made. 

     Others, including parents, who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability, may also re-

fer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. 

     Referrals must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is a child 

with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting Robert Vanderloop, Director of Special Edu-

cation, Independence School District, at 715-985-3172, or by writing him at the following address: 

23786 Indee Blvd, Independence, WI 54747. 

Recruiter Access to Student Records 

     School district receiving federal education funds are required 

to provide, on request made by military recruiters or an institution 

of higher education, access to secondary school students’ 

names, addresses, and telephone listings unless access to such 

information has been restricted by the secondary school student 

or the student’s parents.  Federal guidelines issued to implement 

this requirement state that if a school district does not designate 

student names, addresses, and/or telephone listings as directory 

data, it must still provide all three items to military recruiters and 

institutions of higher education upon request. 

Districts are required to notify parents of secondary school students: 

 That a secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student’s 

name, address, and telephone listing not be released to military recruiters or institutions of higher 

education without prior written parental consent; and 

 That the district must comply with such request. 

Parents wishing to make such a request should contact the high school office at 715-985-3172. 
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Independence School District  

Annual Notice of Non  

Discrimination Policy 

     It is the policy of the Independence School 

District to comply with all federal and state laws 

prohibiting discrimination against anyone in a 

protected class in its educational programs or 

activities and its employment practices.  This 

includes not discriminating against a person on 

the basis of sex, sexual orientation, race, nation-

al origin, ancestry, color, age creed, religion, 

pregnancy, marital status, physical, mental 

emotional, or learning disability, arrest or con-

viction record, membership in the national 

guard, state defense force, or reserved compo-

nent of the military forces of Wisconsin or the 

United States, use or not use of lawful products 

off the employers premises during non-working 

hours, or any other reason prohibited by state 

or federal law.  

     Students, who have been identified as hav-

ing a handicap or disability, under Section 504 

of the Rehabilitation Act or the American with 

Disabilities Act, shall be provided with reasona-

ble accommodations in educational series or 

programs.  Students may be considered handi-

capped or disabled under this policy even if 

they are not covered under the district’s special 

education policies and procedures. 

     It is the intent of the Independence School 

district to comply with both the letter and spirit 

of the law in making certain discrimination does 

not exist in its policies, regulations, and opera-

tions.  Complaint procedures have been estab-

lished for students, their parents/guardians and 

employees who believe they have witnessed or 

been the subject of any discriminatory behav-

ior.   

     Grievance procedures for Title IX, section 504 

and S.118.13 Wisconsin Statute have been es-

tablished for students, their parents, and em-

ployees who believe that discrimination has 

been shown by the School District. The District 

encourages informal resolution of complaints.  

However, to address allegations of violations of 

its nondiscrimination policy, the Independence 

School District has a formal complaint resolution 

process.   

     Any questions concerning the Board’s Non-

discrimination Policy (see Board policy 411) 

should be directed to the District’s Equal  

Opportunity Officer:   

 

Barry Schmitt, District Administrator,  

Independence School District  

23786 Indee Blvd.,  

Independence, WI 54747.   

 

Complaints may also be filed with the OFFICE 

OF CIVIL RIGHTS: 

 

Office of Civil Rights – Region V 

300 South Wacker Drive 

Eighth floor 

Chicago, IL 60606 

 

     The Independence School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and 

activities and provides equal access to the Boy 

Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The 

following person/people has/have been desig-

nated to handle inquiries regarding the nondis-

crimination policies:  Barry Schmitt District Ad-

ministrator, 23786 Indee Blvd.  Independence, 

WI  54747 715-985-3172 ext .  #102 

schmittb@indps.k12.wi.us.  

      El Distrito Escolar de la Independencia no 

discrimina por razones de raza, color, origen 

nacional, sexo, discapacidad o edad, en sus 

programas y actividades y ofrece acceso igua-

litario a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos juveniles 

designados. La siguiente persona / personas 

ha / han sido designados para atender las con-

sultas relativas a las políticas de no discrimina-

ción: Barry Schmitt Superintendente 23786 In-

dee Blvd.. Independence, WI 54747 715-985-

3172 715-985-3172  ext. # 102 sch-

mittb@indps.k12.wi.us. 
Documents/nondiscrimination annual notice July 2013 
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Parents have the right to know: 

 

 If their child(ren)’s teacher met state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and 

subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.  

 

 If their child(ren)’s teacher is teaching under an emergency or provisional status through which 

state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived. 

 

 If their child(ren)’s teacher is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher. 

 

 Are there instructional aides working with my child?  If so, what are their qualifications? 

 

     Additional information may be obtained by contacting Barry Schmitt, (751)985-3172, or by visiting 

the Department of Public Instruction website at http://www2.dpi.wi.gov. 

Independence School District  

Professional Qualifications of  

Teachers and Paraprofessionals 
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