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Famous Indee Artwork 

Famous Indee Artwork 
 

 

Second grader Travaires Conner created this cat in art class while learning 

about the difference between free-form and geometric shapes. He used pencil, 

sharpie, crayon, and watercolors. Travaires is the son of Gregory and Leah  

Conner. 
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From the Desk of Mr. Schmitt 

students learning and not on just teaching, I 

would not have been able to convince our 

staff to change from having students earn 

points to having students demonstrate a level 

of proficiency. Just by telling teachers to switch 

from one grading system to another would not 

have been receptive to them, regardless of 

what the research said, if our culture would still 

focus on teaching and not learning. Because 

our staff is focusing on measuring if students 

have “learned” the material, and not that they 

have just “taught” it, they are more receptive 

to changing their practice.   

     We definitely still have more changes to 

make to the structure of our school, but I am 

very happy with the current culture and the 

emphasis on student learning.  It’s another rea-

son we are the “Best School Ever.”      

Bärry Schmitt 

District Administrator/9-12 Principal   

CULTURE TRUMPS STRUCTURE 

 

     I recently listened to a very 

highly regarded superintendent 

tell a story of how he almost did-

n’t make it through the first year 

of his tenure. Although he felt he 

had an idea that he felt would 

be beneficial for students in re-

gard to scheduling classes, he soon found out 

that his staff was not very receptive to the idea. 

He related that some “issues” were that the 

football coach wanted to keep his last period 

prep so he could get to practice sooner and 

that a veteran teacher wanted to have 3rd 

hour prep and teach a certain class because 

that was “the way it’s always been done”. Even 

after communicating to staff “why” the new 

scheduling practice would be beneficial to stu-

dents, he still had very limited buy-in to his idea. 

     His point was that even if you have great 

ideas on how to structure and manage a 

school, they will never get off the ground if you 

don’t have the prop-

er culture in the 

school. I have found 

this to be very true in 

my thirty plus years in 

education. I am also 

happy to relate that I 

believe the current 

culture of our school is in such a place that any 

time I tell my staff “why” a change in structure 

will benefit our students; they will listen and co-

operate to support the change. I also feel that 

if they disagree with the change in structure 

they will communicate that and give valid rea-

sons why. In this manner, we will work to make a 

change that will be beneficial to students and 

maximize learning as our mission statement 

states. 

     A great example of this had been the 

change to our grading policy. Without a 

change in the mindset that staff will focus on 
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Vanderloop Scoop ROOST system at the middle and high school 

levels.   

     We hope you are aware of our new ROOST 

program. Our middle school and high school 

students are very aware that they can be re-

quested for extra help by a teacher on Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday of each week dur-

ing the intervention time at the end of the day.  

Tuesday and Thursday are still reserved for spe-

cific reading and math interventions. Through 

the data of our formative assessments, we are 

able to understand concepts that students 

master and areas they need to improve upon. 

Teachers can use ROOST to call them in for spe-

cific help.  This has reduced the number of stu-

dents that need to stay after school for Make-

Up Learning Time and allows the student to 

work with the teacher who needs to provide 

the specific instructional support. 

     Our elementary students experience a differ-

ent process. As shared above, we started the 

process last year when teaching concepts re-

lated to standards missed. This was a shift last 

year and it allowed teachers to help students 

with more specific skills. What we are doing this 

year is getting better when understanding our 

local data. At the start of last year our district 

required staff to write local assessments to track 

students knowledge related to specific skills. 

Writing assessments is a process and we were 

able to look at our local results from last year 

compared to our state testing this past spring.  

Although we were able to see some positive 

trends, we know that we need to increase the 

rigor of our local assessments to better match 

how students are expected to perform at our 

state and national level.   

 

“Research is creating new knowledge.” 

 -Neil Armstrong 

Understanding Data and Using It! 
     .    

     As a parent of a middle school 

or high school student you may 

have already felt the impact of 

our staff digging deeper into the 

data that we have available to 

us. You may have received a call 

from school to have your student 

stay after for Make-Up Learning 

Time. If not a phone call, you may have re-

membered hearing about our new ROOST sys-

tem during the many back to school events we 

hosted in August. When reflecting on our new 

processes, I am aware that these changes may 

not impact the home, but they do impact our 

students each day. Let me share a little history.               

     As our district moved toward the standard-

referenced (middle school/high school) and 

standard-based (4K-5th grade) grading philoso-

phy last year, we had the opportunity to con-

nect knowledge attainment to each student’s 

grade, and how we can respond to their learn-

ing. Our elementary school had used the AIMS-

Web testing tool to understand student pro-

gress in the areas of fluency, comprehension, 

letter name and letter sound. These were nice 

indicators, but there was a disconnect to the 

standards each student was expected to learn 

in each classroom. Our middle school and high 

school students experience very scripted read-

ing interventions during their intervention time.  

This was our service delivery model and the 

mindset we had. Enter new knowledge and the 

permission to put that knowledge into practice.     

     The new school year has brought a greater 

focus on knowledge attainment related to 

what students need to learn each and every 

day. Our staff is more confident with the data 

they are gathering through their formative as-

sessments; therefore, we are now ready to 

acknowledge when students do not have a 

concept mastered based on the data we are 

gathering. This leads to the introduction of our 
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     We will be the first to tell you that we do not 

have it all figured out. We know there is more 

we need to learn about how we are teaching 

the students in Independence. Our staff are 

trained to have a growth mindset when ap-

proaching their work, and instill that mindset in 

our students. We will be able to share that the 

research we are gathering from the best ex-

perts across the country tell us our processes 

are on the correct path towards educational 

excellence. The more knowledge we are gain-

ing by understanding our local data, and com-

paring it to other indicators, the better we can 

prepare our assessments and instruction. This will 

help our students learn more each day and 

translate that knowledge into high levels of pro-

ficiency.  

     As I close my thoughts for this newsletter, I 

understand there is a lot in there. Often this 

work cannot be explained through a newslet-

ter. This work is rewarding, but complex. Please 

reach out if you would like to talk further about 

the data we are gathering and the supports we 

are putting in place to help each student, each 

day. I would be happy to share more in person!    

 

With Indee Pride, 

Robert Vanderloop 

PreK-8 Principal/Director of Special Education 

(715) 985-3172 ext. 104 

vanderloopr@indps.k12.wi.us     

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Year 2: Counseling Services from  

Peace of Mind Counseling LLC 

     We are excited to welcome back Peace of 

Mind Counseling for their second year in our 

school. Student success in school can be af-

fected by many factors including stress, emo-

tional health, and behavior issues. All of these 

can interfere with a student’s ability to learn, 

function well in their relationships, and their abil-

ity to achieve life goals. In our community the 

options for therapy are limited; therefore, our 

school district has made it possible for families 

to access that help in our school building during 

the regular school day.  

     Peace of Mind Counseling, LLC’s (http://

www.pomcounseling.com/)  main office in La-

Crosse now has office hours in our school. This 

counseling/therapy is available to families un-

der the same conditions as if they would solicit 

services at a community counseling center. 

Payments would be required and Insurance 

and/or Badgercare could  be billed. This is not a 

school sponsored program.  

     Peace of Mind Counseling Center has 

worked with several area schools in this capaci-

ty and works with children and adolescents in 

the areas of ADHD, Depression, Anxiety and Be-

havior Concerns.   

     Contact Jay Clark 608-797-5679, or Mrs. 

Woychik for more information or to arrange an 

appointment.  

Curriculum and Counseling Corner 

· Independence Public School 

· Independence K-12 Art 

· 3rd Grade at Independence 

· 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

· Independence Athletic Booster Club 

· Indees Volleyball 

· Independence Indees Girls  Basketball 

· Independence Indees Boys Basketball 

· Independence Indees Music Dept 

· Independence Gilmanton-Football 

· Independence-Gilmanton Track & Field 

· Independence High School Powerlifting 

· Indees Fastpitch Softball 

· Indee Drama Club 

· Independence FFA 

· Independence Indees Baseball 

· Independence Post Prom 

· Independence Prom 2016 

· Indees Themes 

http://www.pomcounseling.com/
http://www.pomcounseling.com/
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2. Set up the Privacy Controls on Social Media 

sites 

      

     If your children share messages, photos or 

videos on Facebook, Instagram or other social 

media platforms, they might not be aware of 

who can see their posts. These platforms have 

privacy settings that let users decide who can 

see what they post. Oftentimes these privacy 

settings are updated so it is also important to 

check your settings often to make sure they are 

set they way you want them. Here are links to 

the most common social media sites to explain 

more about the privacy setting. 

 Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/

help/325807937506242/ 

Instagram -  https://

help.instagram.com/196883487377501 

Snapchat - https://support.snapchat.com/en-

US/a/privacy-settings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Install anti-virus software on your computers 

and mobile devices 

 

     We are all vulnerable when it comes to click-

ing on bad links and downloading malicious 

software. Children are more susceptible be-

cause they have a harder time deciding 

whether a link is safe.  

     To protect them and their device install anti-

virus software on all of them. Below you will find 

links to reputable products that are free. 

Avast: www.avast.com 

Avira: https://www.avira.com/ 

BitDefender (Free): https://

www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html 

     The amount of internet users worldwide has 

increased tenfold from 1999-2013. In 1995, less 

than 1% of the world population had access to 

the internet in their home. Today 46% of the 

world’s population are internet users. An inter-

net user is defined as an individual having ac-

cess in their home to the internet via any de-

vice or internet connection. With this increased 

access also comes increased risk of our children 

accessing content or other users that may not 

be safe. Parents often wonder how they can 

keep their child(ren) safe while using online 

games or sites and mobile apps. There are sev-

eral steps you can take to manage your device 

or your child’s device to help protect them 

while they are online or using mobile apps. 

Overall, it amounts to setting limits and bounda-

ries that are based on age and maturity levels. 

Here are several safe guards you can utilize 

with your child(ren) at your house. 

 
1. Make YouTube safe for your child(ren) 

 

     YouTube is the new children’s TV and with so 

many users producing and uploading content 

to YouTube it is possible that your child may 

come across something that is not appropriate 

for their age or maturity level. YouTube does 

have some safety features built in that you can 

take advantage of.  

     On the website, if you scroll down to the bot-

tom of the screen you will see a “Restricted 

Mode” setting. This hides videos flagged as 

containing inappropriate content. 

     On the mobile apps, click on the three dots 

at the top right and click on Settings > General 

and scroll down until you see the “Restricted 

Mode” option. 

     There is also a specific YouTube app geared 

towards young children called YouTube Kids 

that can be downloaded to either a Google or 

Apple mobile tablet. 

 

 

Ways to Protect your Child while Online 

https://www.facebook.com/help/325807937506242/
https://www.facebook.com/help/325807937506242/
https://help.instagram.com/196883487377501
https://help.instagram.com/196883487377501
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/privacy-settings
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/privacy-settings
http://www.avast.com
https://www.avira.com/
https://www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html
https://www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html
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4) Use Kid-Safe Browsers and search engines 

      

     There are several child safe browsers availa-

ble that do not track data and scan for content 

to make sure it is appropriate for young chil-

dren.  

     Zoodles www.zoodles.com offers a child safe 

environment and there is a free version for Win-

dows, PCs, Macs  as well as Android and iOS 

tablets and smartphones. There is also a premi-

um version that has more features for $8 a 

month. 

     Duck Duck Go https://duckduckgo.com/  

This browser doesn’t track your search or ad 

track you. They do not collect or share infor-

mation but they also do not filter content. So, if 

using this browser, make sure you are mindful of 

the content your child is searching. 

     Kiddle https://www.kiddle.co/ This browser 

does filter for some content but lacks filtering for 

violence 

     Check out these other kid-friendly search en-

gines: 

 Kidtopia - http://kidtopia.info/ 

 

 Safe Search Kids - https://

www.safesearchkids.com/ 

 Kidsclick - http://www.kidsclick.org/ 

5) Teach Children to not respond to messages 

from strangers and about what information is 

safe to share online. 

      

     Internet chat rooms are full of people we 

have never met and it is easy for someone in 

that chat room to pose as someone else. Chil-

dren are genuinely naive so it is important for 

parents to reinforce with them the ideas of 

what information can be shared online safely. 

Information that would identify somebody or 

someone’s location is not to be shared online 

that could include phone numbers, addresses, 

birth dates or names. Careful monitoring of your 

child while also using a device connected to 

the internet is key. Keep your computer in a 

family area so that it is in full view of what your 

child is doing. Do not allow your child to take 

their smartphone to their bedroom or use after 

bedtime when you cannot monitor what they 

are doing are important safeguards to follow. 

     Always remember it is a cooperative effort 

from all family members, as a parent set a good 

example of the expectations you want your 

child to follow. Set limits and boundaries for you 

children and use resources to help you manage 

devices in your home.  

     Some additional 

resources parents 

can use to look up 

information on 

websites or apps or 

about keeping their child safe online include: 

CommonSenseMedia:  

www.commonsensemedia.org 

Internet Matters:  www.internetmatters.org 

     Together we can teach today’s youth to be 

responsible and safe online! 

Melissa Pientok 

Technology Integration Specialist 

Enrichment Coordinator 

Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being 

able to attend a concert or event that 

one of your family members are a part of?  

Well, don’t miss another event!  Many of 

the events, including concerts, special 

presentations and graduation, are live 

streamed using the school’s Polycom 

camera.  On the day of the event, log in-

to the school’s website 

(www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the left side 

of the page there is a link called Indee TV 

Live.  If you are not available to watch it 

live, you can also click on the link Indee TV 

and there are archived events listed. 

http://www.zoodles.com
https://duckduckgo.com/
https://www.kiddle.co/
http://kidtopia.info/
https://www.safesearchkids.com/
https://www.safesearchkids.com/
http://www.kidsclick.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.internetmatters.org
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New Faces at Independence Public School 

     Samantha Yehle is one of our First grade teachers. She grew up in Holmen, WI and graduated 

with a middle childhood early adolescence degree and math minor. Along with her parents, Sa-

mantha has an older sister. She enjoys playing volleyball, cooking cleaning, hiking, boating, and 

spending time with family and friends. When asked about IPS Samantha says, “I love it here. Every-

one is so kind and welcoming. Both kids and staff are excited to learn and it’s a fun place to be!” 

About the community Samantha says, “The community is so small and inviting! I love how every-

body knows everybody as it creates a tight knit family feel.  It’s a great community to be a part of.” 

     Patti Schrenkler is one of our Third grade teachers. She grew up in Burnsville, MN and went to 

High School there. Patti has a K-12 Music Education from UW Platteville and Vandercook College of 

Music, and a K-6 Elementary Education degree from St. Mary’s University. Here family includes her 

husband Dave and her 3 daughters Emily (14), Maddy (11), and Mikayla (9). She loves to cook, 

read, work-out, and go boating in the summer.  When asked about IPS Patti says, I absolutely love it 

here! I am so excited to be part of such an amazing staff and get to teach the most wonderful stu-

dents!” About Independence she says, “I love the small town community feel.  It seems as if every-

one watches out for one another.”  

     Andrea Wiesner is one of our two Kindergarten teachers.  She grew up in Rochester, MN and 

went to Century High School. She graduated from UW-Oshkosh with a degree in Early Childhood/

Elementary Education. Along with her parents (April and Dave), she has a little brother Kyle, little 

sister Megan, and a puppy Lacey.  Andrea enjoys working out, going for walks, spending time with 

her friends, doing crafts, and playing volleyball.  When asked about IPS she says, “BSE!”  About In-

dependence she says, “This community is wonderful and has been so welcoming to me.  Thank you 

Indee!” 

BR Left to Right:  Samantha Yehle, Patti Schrenkler, Michael John Mullikin, and Blong Xiong.  FR Left to Right:  

Amanda Mrowczynski, Andrea Wiesner, and Heather Miles. 
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     Michael John Mullikin is one of our Cross Cat-

egorical teachers. Although Michael John is 

new to this position, he is not new to the Inde-

pendence School District.  Last he worked as a 

paraprofessional in the SPED department. 

     Blong Xiong is our IT Specialist. Blong grew up 

in Eau Claire and went to North High School.  

He graduated from Chippewa Valley Technical 

College with an Associate Degree in IT Network 

Specialist. Along with his beautiful wife Maly of 

ten years, they have 4 wonderful boys Ethan, 

Nichols, Lukas, and newborn Jaxon.  Besides 

spending quality time with his little family and 

friends,  Blong enjoys hunting and fishing.  When 

asked about IPS and the community of Inde-

pendence Blong says, “I am impressed as to 

the resource and support provided to both stu-

dents and staff.  Coming from a person who 

lives in a bigger town, it is quite the change in 

scenery and interesting for a small rural town.” 

     Amanda Mrowczynski is our ELL Support for 

the elementary grades. She grew up in Morelia, 

Michoacan, Mexico and has a bachelor’s de-

gree from the Universidad Vasco de Quinoga 

de Morelia in law. Along with her husband, she 

has a son (14), two daughters (12 and 2), a cat, 

and dog. Amanda likes spending time with 

family, camping, kayaking, watching movies, 

cleaning house, and barbecuing with friends 

and family. Amanda says, “I am really happy 

and grateful to part of IPS, BSE!”  About Inde-

pendence she says, “I think is a very welcom-

ing, hardworking, and nice group of people.” 

     Heather Miles is one of our two second 

grade teachers. She grew up in Mondovi and 

graduated from UWEC for Art Education grades 

1-8.  Along with her husband Benjamin they 

have a daughter Gwyneth (3) and a son Oscar 

(1).  Heather likes FREE TIME in her free time.  She 

also plays the ukulele, sings Disney songs, reads, 

bakes, and hangs out with her family.  When 

asked about IPS she says, “It’s the BEST! I’m so 

grateful for the supportive staff!”  When asked 

about the community she says, “Very friendly 

and welcoming.”     

      

 

     Terri Karsten will be our writing coach 

through the REACCT program we contract with 

through CESA 4. She will work approximately 

one day each week with 6th-12th grade stu-

dents. You will see in her in 

many different classrooms 

and available for one to one 

focused discussions to build 

each student’s individual 

writing skills.  

     Mrs. Karsten taught high 

school and middle school 

English for 21 years at 

Cochrane-Fountain City 

School before retiring in June 2017 to pursue her 

own writing. In addition to teaching, Mrs. 

Karsten worked as the Pre-K 12 Curriculum Co-

ordinator, yearbook advisor, and NHS advisor. 

She also spent a few years as the gifted/

talented program advisor and drama director. 

Mrs. Karsten is National Board Certified in Ado-

lescent and Young Adult English Language Arts. 

     Beyond teaching, Mrs. Karsten’s real passion 

is writing. As a freelance writer, she has pub-

lished dozens of articles and short stories in such 

diverse publications as Highlights for Children, 

Encyclopedia of American Women’s History, 

Under a Brass Moon (a steampunk anthology) 

and the LaCrosse Tribune. She has written two 

nonfiction books and two historical fiction nov-

els. 

     Mrs. Karsten loves to travel, both in the Unit-

ed States and overseas. This summer she visited 

Costa Rica, Chincoteague in Virginia, and 

South Carolina. 
     We look forward to the impact she will have 

for our Indee Community! 

 
Mrs. Karsten’s Contact Information: 

 
Email:  karstent@indps.k12.wi.us 

Website:  http://www.terrikarsten.com/ 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/terri.karsten 

Mail:  23786 Indee Blvd. Independence, WI 54747 

We Welcome Mrs. Terri Karsten to the 

Independence School District!  

mailto:karstent@indps.k12.wi.us
http://www.terrikarsten.com/
https://www.facebook.com/terri.karsten
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     Letter Grades, Report Cards, Transcripts, 

Grade Point Averages, and Class Ranks... In an 

effort to communicate what our students have 

learned our country’s school systems have, for 

many decades, used the same tools as those 

listed above. Everything from family pride, to 

college admissions and scholarships can ride 

on that sole letter grade. 

     Although grading may appear to be a clear, 

clean, and objective--often a simple averaging 

of numbers; it is not. 

Not if the purpose 

of the grade is to 

c o m m u n i c a t e 

clearly what a stu-

dent has learned. 

Although a letter 

grade can be cal-

culated by averag-

ing a set of scores it 

must be asked if those scores are a true meas-

ure of what has been learned.   

     Over the past several years our staff has 

asked some hard questions about grading. For 

example:   

 What information is used to determine a 

grade? Our answers varied 

 How does behavior factor into a grade? 

Our answers varied 

 How are assessments built? Our answers var-

ied 

     This is not unusual. The variety of answers 

would  happen in most schools since there has-

n’t been much research on the subject of grad-

ing (until recently) to help guide this important 

work. As part of our efforts to build a stronger 

school in Independence we have taken the 

time to look at and reflect on our practices.   

The conversations have been deep, complicat-

ed and challenging, but our teachers, as al-

ways, have dug into this work and are commit-

ted to improving the way we report true stu-

dent learning.  

Clear-Meaningful-Consistent-

Confident Grading 

     Some of our firsts steps have been to get 

crystal clear on what we need students to know 

in each class and grade level. Not only is this 

helpful in grading but it is essential for learning. 

Students are better able to hit a (learning) tar-

get if they know what it is.  

     We also need to consider how we report 

things that are not related to the content learn-

ing. How does time, deadlines and multiple or 

varied attempts at sharing understanding fit in-

to the grade? Behaviors are important-- includ-

ing showing up on time with materials, being an 

active participant, working well with others etc.  

but these things may or may not affect what 

the student truly understands about the content 

material.   

     Although our updated grading guidelines 

were rolled out last year, the 2017-18 school 

year marks the first year of full implementation 

for all grades (4K-12). We have a Grading 

Handbook for Parents and a 16 minute video 

overview on the district webpage (home page, 

bottom right corner) to help you understand 

these updates. Ultimately the goal is to increase 

student learning by making targets clear and 

setting rigorous goals. We hope you will take 

some time to learn more. We need your support 

and involvement in this and all parts of your 

child’s education. Please contact your child’s 

teacher, principal, or Mrs. Woychik for more in-

formation.  

     Greetings from our Middle School Science 

Classroom! The school year is off to a great start 

and it has been exciting to see eager student-

scientists in my classroom! I’m fortunate enough 

to have the opportunity to teach 6th, 7th and 

8th grade science this year! We are in our sec-

ond year of using our new science curriculum, 

IQWST. It’s awesome to see how the students 

build upon their prior knowledge of science 

content each year. Aligning our curriculum to 

the Next Generation Science Standards, has 

allowed for students to learn science content 

through the studying of phenomena. Along the 

Middle School Science 
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way, students are applying and refining their 

skills of written communication, scientific expla-

nation, modeling and questioning. During the 

first quarter, our 6th grade classes have been 

focusing on the phenomena of sight through 

their unit of “Can I Believe My Eyes?” We’ve dis-

covered how our eyes are sensors of light and 

how light interactions with matter in order for us 

to see. The 7th 

grade class has 

been working on 

their chemistry 

unit, “How Can I 

Make New Stuff 

From Old Stuff?” 

We’ve experimented with identifying properties 

of substances such as density, melting point, 

and solubility. Next, we’ll begin to gather data 

from experiments to create a scientific explana-

tion about chemical reactions, and use evi-

dence to support our claim.  The 8th Grade 

classes have jumped in right where they left off 

discussing energy, and are now finding the rela-

tionships between energy and forces to explain 

the phenomena of motion in their physical sci-

ence unit, “How Will It Move?” I’m very proud of 

the work our middle school students have put 

into their learning, and look forward to the 

growth and refinement of their science skills this 

school year!    

-Mrs. Sonsalla 

The 3rd Grade Is Off  

to an Amazing Start! 

     The students walk into the classroom with a 

variety of "flexible seating" to choose from and 

they all have a wonderful attitude towards 

learning. The first month of school seemed to go 

very fast, as time flies when you are having fun! 

We are especially excited to be a part of a 

brand new science curriculum. The 3rd graders 

are answering the question "Why do I see so 

many squirrels but can't find any stegosaurus?" 

We have been studying squirrel survival and 

squirrel adaptation. We are moving into the 

body structure of squirrels and will be spending 

time looking at fossils and animal skulls. The 3rd 

graders had the opportunity to go on a nature 

hike and collect evidence to answer our sci-

ence driving questions. We have had a number 

of discussions and have been learning what it is 

like to think like a scientist. We are looking for-

ward to an amazing year! 

Dairyland Conference Honor  

Musicians Selected from IHS 

     Six musicians from Independence High 

School are representing our school on Saturday, 

November 11, 2017 at the Dairyland Confer-

ence Honors Concert in Whitehall, Wisconsin. 

The concert, which takes place in the Memorial 

Auditorium in WHS, starts at 7:00 PM. Ticket pric-

es are $4 for adults and $1 for students. 

     Each year, all of the music directors of the 

Dairyland Conference come together in a non-

competitive setting to nominate music students 

to build a concert band and concert choir. The 

band and choir directors submit names of qual-

ified student musicians to the pool of possible 

members and then select the players and sing-

ers basing the selections on playing experience, 

instrumentation, solo and ensemble experience 

and other musical qualifications. 

     The students meet for the first time as a choir 

or band the Tuesday evening before the con-

cert. There they meet their guest clinician and 

rehearse for two and a half hours. Four days lat-

er, the students return to rehearse on Saturday 

afternoon. After having supper together, they 

present the concert that evening at 7:00 pm. 
 

Representing the IHS Choir this year are: 

Soprano: Destiny Campbell 

Alto: Daniella Warner, Gipsy Rodriquez  

Tenor: Gabe Rombalski 

 
Representing the IHS Band this year are: 

Jorgiann Gierok, Oboe 

Krystal Johnson, Bassoon 
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Wisconsin Civics Graduation Requirement  

Started with The Class of 2017  
 How many US Senators are there? (100)  

 What does the Constitution Do? (sets up and defines the government, protects basics rights of Americans) 

 What is an amendment? (a change or addition to the Constitution)  

 How many amendments does the Constitution have? (27) 

     There is now a requirement in WI Act 55(2015) that any student graduating from a Wisconsin high 

school (starting with the class of 2017) "takes a civics test comprised of 100 questions that are identi-

cal to the 100 questions that may be asked of an individual during the process of applying for U.S. 

citizenship by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services and the pupil correctly answers 

at least 60 of those questions."    

 Students, starting with the class of 2017, must correctly answer at least 60 of 100 questions. 

 Students with IEP's must take the test, but do not have to pass it in order to graduate.   

 Students identified as Limited English Proficient may take the test in their language of choice.  

 It is up to the school/district what format to use, and when in the school year to administer the 

test.  

Districts are responsible to give the test, score it, and keep records of student scores/passing.   

Independence Students will have the opportunity to take their test November 8, or February 8, 

Practice Materials: http://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/study-test/study-materials-civics-test 

Cross Country    
 

     We’re off and running! The Cross Country 

runners have had a great start to the 2017 Fall 

season. Although our numbers are smaller com-

pared to previous years, the heart of each of 

these runners makes up for it. We have four sen-

iors this year, Cassidy Kabus, Makayla Saul, 

Dustin Skroch and Nathan Skroch. Each has 

done a 

great job 

focusing on 

their indi-

vidual rac-

es, but con-

tributing to 

the team 

success as 

well. We’ve 

had numerous top 10 finishes from our girls 

team, Cassidy Kabus and Lauren Sylla. Dustin 

Skroch has been a great leader for our boys 

team this season, as well.  We have a few 

weeks left of our season and look forward to 

Winter Sports Begin in November 

finishing strong! Mark your calendars for the fol-

lowing dates to cheer on our Indee runners: 

 October 21st - Sectional Meet in Durand 

 October 28th - State Cross Country Meet in 

Wisconsin Rapids 

 Girls’ basketball will begin practice on No-

vember 6th at 3:30. Their first game will be 

on Tuesday, November 28th at home versus 

Blair-Taylor. 

 Boys’ basketball will begin practice on No-

vember 13th. They will have a scrimmage in 

Mondovi on Friday, November 17th at 4:30, 

with their first game on Monday, November 

27th at home versus Whitehall. 

 Wrestling will begin practice on November 

13th. Their first match will be on Saturday, 

December 2nd at Mondovi at 9:00 AM. 

 Middle School boys’ basketball will begin 

practice on October 24th. Their first game is 

Thursday, November 9th at Melrose-

Mindoro. 

http://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/study-test/study-materials-civics-test
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     On October 12, 2017 the Independence Volley-

ball team hosted “Digging for Bryce”, an event to 

help raise awareness for DiGeorge Syndrome. This 

e v e n t 

was in 

conjunc-

tion with 

the vol-

l e y b a l l 

g a m e s 

t h a t 

night vs. 

the Blair-

T a y l o r 

Wildcats. Activities included a Chinese Raffle, Bean 

Bag Toss, Honor/Memory Wall, 50/50, Bake Sale, and 

Signing Cards. These activities were possible thanks 

to the donations from 80+ businesses and families. 

Although the Indees lost the volleyball game in four 

sets that night, they were proud of such a successful 

event.  

     This year the Indees played in honor of two-year 

old Bryce Klimek. Bryce is the son of Christopher & 

Kira Klimek of Marinette, WI and grandson of Bob & 

Patti Klimek, of Inde-

pendence. Christo-

pher is an Independ-

ence Alumnus, class 

of 2002. Bob and 

Patti each graduat-

ed from Independ-

ence, in 1968 and 

1973 respectively. 

Bryce has been di-

agnosed with Di-

George Syndrome, 

which is a disorder caused when a small part of 

chromosome 22 is missing. Although it affects every-

one differently, this deletion results in the poor devel-

opment of several body systems. Specifically, Bryce 

is missing his growth gene, which has affected many 

parts of his body. Current tests are also being con-

ducted on his kidneys and thyroid gland. Bryce is 

receiving treatments, CT Scans, and other various 

tests at the Children’s Hospital in Milwaukee and the 

Orthopedic facility in Appleton. His walking abilities 

have improved, but he will continually need new 

braces as he grows.   

     Bryce, along with his brother, Grant, and sister, 

Madelyn, parents, and grandparents were in at-

tendance at the event. Bryce joined the varsity 

team in running out for warm ups, and his mother 

and father 

shared an 

u p l i f t i n g 

m e s s a g e 

with the 

crowd.   

     T h a n k s 

to the busi-

nesses and 

families that donated, those in attendance, and 

those that helped work that night. The Indees raised 

an impressive $5,200 that will be donated directly to 

Bryce and his family. The Indees can’t thank the 

school district, donors, and fans enough for their sup-

port. We also thank Bryce and his family for allowing 

us to become a part of his support system. The team 

will always re-

member this 

in spi rat iona l 

family!  Keep 

Fighting, Little 

Man!  

Digging for Bryce 

     Thank you to the 2017 Miss Independence and 

her court for sponsoring a Back to School School 

Supply Drive. Many 

boxes of supplies were 

donated to both 

schools. This drive 

prompted 2 large do-

nations of school sup-

plies from Hi Crush and 

Ashley Furniture. The 

Public School Staff 

and students are very 

appreciative to Jen-

nifer Salazar, Nevaeh 

Scow, Rebecca Heiden, and Melanie Ovalle for 

spending their Satur-

day doing this. 

Many thanks to Hi 

Crush, Ashley Furni-

ture, and everyone 

w h o  d o n a t e d 

school supplies. It is 

greatly appreciat-

ed. 

School Supplies 
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Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter 
http://www.google.com 

     Sign-up for shifts to man the concession 

stand during the 2017-18 basketball, wrestling, 

baseball, and softball seasons. We would like 

two adult per shift. The sign-up is available on 

the athletics website on the Independence 

School District’s web page or contact Jeff Ruh-

land at the school, or our co-concession chair 

Teresa Fredrickson and Connie Guza. It is the 

responsibility of every parent/guardian who has 

a student involved in athletics to sign-up for a 

few shifts.  Workers will also be needed at: 

 

 Wrestling Regionals on February 10th (home).  

On the same day we will have Boys and 

Girls basketball vs New Auburn at 

6:30/7:00pm. 

 

 Elementary wrestling Friday, February 2nd in 

the evening. 

 

     Meetings are the second Wednesday’s in 

the months of October, December, January, 

March, May, June at 7:00 PM. We will always 

have the first meeting of the year following the 

athletic code meeting in August. 

     As always we welcome new members, peo-

ple looking to enhance our facilities/equipment 

and opportunities for our student/athletes. If in-

terested in finding out more, please contact Mr. 

Ruhland at the school or Lynnette Speltz (Our 

President). 

Booster Club News 



 

      Sports & Clubs                               Page 21 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  



 

      Sports & Clubs                     Page 22 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  



 

      Recent Events                     Page 23 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Homecoming 2017 

      The Homecoming theme this year was a 

“Homecoming Hoedown.” Festivities began 

the Friday before when students spent the 

afternoon creating their hallway and gym 

banners (taken by the Juniors and Seniors 

respectively), floats (won by the Freshman), 

and preparing their skits (dominated by the 

Seniors). The week involved dress up days 

(with Seniors taking the highest participa-

tion) that included dressing like a farmer, 

Brand Pride (John Deere vs International/ 

Chevy vs Ford), the animal assigned to 

each class, funky flannel, and Indee Spirit. 

     Thursday night’s Spirit Games were 

kicked off with a performance by the popu-

lar Indee-Bee-See, staff air-band, perform-

ing the Barry-Blitz.  Events to follow included 

the amazing race, skits, tug of war, cheer-

leaders performing a dance and then con-

cluded with the coronation.   

     Friday’s rain forced a cancellation of the 

parade, but the festivities continued indoors 

with the ironman volleyball championship 

(taken by the Seniors) and powderpuff 

championship (taken by the Jun-

iors). Although we couldn’t have a parade, 

the floats were on display, the marching 

band performed, and the court wheeled 

themselves through the gym.   

     The week concluded with a win against 

Blair-Taylor and a dance on Saturday night. 
 

Jesse Pientok and Maddie Woychik were crowned Independence High School Homecoming King and 

Queen. Court members included Ian Pfaff, Aliyah Walentin, Cassidy Kabus, Dayne Keenan, Nicole Skroch, 

and Isaac Pape. 
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Fall Sports Banquet 

     The fall sports banquet is sched-

uled for Monday, November 6th at 

6:30. We will honor all fall athletes 

including football, cross country, vol-

leyball, and cheerleading. *If the 
football team is still playing, we will 

reschedule this event. 

Blood Drive 

BLOOD DRIVE NOVEMBER 7th from 1-5. 
Contact the office or Julie Manor to set up an 
appointment manorj@indps.k12.wi.us 

     Lions Club to sponsor Student Council run 

Halloween Party October 31st 7:00-8:00 pm. 

 

     Once again we will be hosting the Lion’s 

Club Halloween party at IHS.  Elementary age 

students can enjoy games, face-painting, and 

the student-led haunted house.  Hope to see 

you there! 

     The Miss Inde-

pendence Court will 

be sponsoring a 

food drive on Sun-

d a y ,  

November 19th from 

9-3, in the High 

School Cafetorium 

during the Holiday 

Fair. The food col-

lected will be given 

to local food pan-

tries. 

Food Drive 

mailto:manorj@indps.k12.wi.us
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Independence Public School    

     A reminder that it is that time of year when bad weather can suddenly cause school to 

close.  We urge you to discuss emergency procedures with your children so they know what to do 

when we close early or start late. 

     We will again use the Alert Now system to inform parents of any school closings, delays or late 

starts.  You will receive a computerized phone call on your child's main contact phone number with 

a recorded message. 

     Also for your convenience, we have listed below the radio 

and TV stations that will be notified of our closing, early dismissal 

or late start.  Thank you for your understanding and assistance 

should we need to change our normal routine. 

  

WQOW – Channel 18 ABC—Eau Claire 

WLAX/WEUX Fox 25/48—Eau Claire 

WHTL 102.3 FM—Whitehall  

Z-100 100.7 FM—Eau Claire 

WAXX 104.5 FM, WAYY 790 AM, I-94 94.1 FM, WECL 92.9 FM, WWIS Radio 

WEAU TV – Channel 13—Eau Claire 

WKBT  - La Crosse 

School Closing Information 

Indee Apparel 

The Booster Club has Indee Apparel for 

sale.  It is cash and carry. Sizes are kids 

Small through Adult XL.  Sizes and styles 

are limited.  Stop in the school office for 

more information. 
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WANTED: Yearbook Pictures  
 

     The yearbook is in need of your help. If you 

have fantastic pictures of our Indee students 

playing a sport, having fun cheering at a 

game, or just plain fun, candid pictures, please 

submit them to Alie Bultman so that we have a 

lot of pictures to choose from for the yearbook 

this year. We are looking 

for all ages 4K-Seniors. 

Please remember that 

all high school pictures 

will be considered for 

the high school year-

book and all elementary 

and middle school pic-

tures will be considered 

for the elementary/

middle school year-

book. Please take and send pictures through-

out the school year. Please call Alie Bultman if 

you have any questions at 715-985-3172, ext. 

139 or via email at bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us. 

Submit pictures to her email as well.  

HAT AND MITTEN TREE 
     The Independence State Bank is sponsoring 

a Hat and Mitten tree 

collection. 

 

     All hats and mittens 

will be divided be-

tween the schools.  

Needed 

     Gently used snow pants (sizes 4-10), snow 

boots (kids 11-4), and mittens or gloves (prefer 

heavier snow mittens or 

gloves).  We DO NOT need 

any hats at this time.   

     Believe it or not, the econo-

my has made it tight for every-

body, and you may not think 

about it, but there are plenty of needy stu-

dents here, and we try to do our share to help 

them. 

     These items can be 

dropped off at the Public 

School Office.  Students will 

be a lot warmer thanks to 

your generosity. 

mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
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Kwik Trip will give the 

I n d e p e n d e n c e 

School District 5 

cents for every cap 

and bag top from 

Nature's Touch Milk 

and 16 oz. or larger 

Nature's Touch Ice 

Cream bar code, 

and 10 cents for 

every tan Glazers 

price oval. 

Start saving now!  

All proceeds will go 

the Independence 

School District to 

help with field trip 

funding. 
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SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 
School District of Independence 

2017-2018 
********************************************************************** 

School Closings will also be posted on the Independence School District webpage 
and Facebook page, as well as a voicemail delivered to all families. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MADE ON THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 
 

Whitehall   Eau Claire  LaCrosse  Black River  Falls 
102.3 FM   The Mix 98.1 FM Classic Rock 100.1 WWIS 99.7FM 
Winona   I-94 94.1FM  WIZM 1410AM   
KWNO 1230AM  WAXX 104.5FM Z93 93.3FM  Tomah 
KG Country 1380AM  WAYY 790AM  WKBT TV 8  WTMB 1490 AM 
KG-95.3FM   COOL 92.9FM  WLFN 1490 AM  
CD Country99.3FM  Z-100 100.7FM  CC 106.3  Eden Prairie, MN 
Soft Rock 101.1 FM  WEAU TV 13  MAGIC 105 104.9 KMSP 9 

WQOW TV 18              EAGLE 102.7 
B-95 95.1 FM   
ROCK 92.1 FM   
News Talk 880 AM  
Sports Radio 1400 AM 
Moose Country 106.7 FM 
 

www.wlcr.com  www.CC1063.com www.lacrosseradiogroup.net  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

http://www.wlcr.com/
http://www.cc1063.com/
http://www.lacrosseradiogroup.net/
http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/

