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Valedictorian and Salutatorian Named for Class of 2019 

 

     Valedictorian of the Class of 2019 is Jorgiann Gierok, daugh-

ter of George and Mary Gierok. Jorgiann’s accomplishments in-

clude Dairyland Band/Choir, Dorian Band/Choir, WSMA State 

Choir, State Solo and Ensemble, Basketball, UWEC Rugby, FFA 

Dairy Judging Team, FFA officer team, UWEC ROTC, Badger 

Girls State, and Student Council.  

Jorgiann plans to attend WTC for In-

dustrial Machine Controls. She will be 

moving to Las Vegas in 2020 where 

she will be enlisting in the U.S. Air 

Force.  

 

     Salutatorian of the Class of 2019 is 

Amy Lien, daughter of John and Susan Lien. Amy’s accom-

plishments include Forensics, Drama, Quiz Bowl, National 

Honor Society, POPS, Cross Country, and Band. Amy plans 

to attend the University of Wisconsin-Madison to major in 

Chemical Engineering. 
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Class of 2019 Graduation 

The Class of 2019 will graduate Saturday, May 25, 2019 at 1:00 PM  

in the high school gymnasium. 

Class Motto:  “There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind.”             - 

Lemony Snicket 

Class Colors:  Purple and Silver 

Class Flower:  White Rose 

Class Song:  “The Ones Who Got Me Here”—Cole Swindell 

Class Advisors:  Corey Comero, Jeff Ruhland, Bärry Schmitt 
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The Class of 2019 Recognizes Four Students for Academic Achievement 
 

 Besides the valedictorian and the salutatorian, there are an additional four students from the Class of 

2019 being recognized for their academic accomplishments. Academic Achievement is based on a cumulative 

grade point average of 3.5 and above. 
 

 

               Nicole Filla                              Alyssa Kulig 

          Daniella Warner                Geri Fredrickson 
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     Ethan Bautch                 Brennon Campbell                Destiny Campbell                Chase Cooper 

Logan Dahl Abramczak             Elaina Gamroth                  Isaak Gierok                      Rylie Guza 

    Samuel Killian                 Matthew Kingsbury              Carter Koval                    Ashley Lundgren 

   Jordan Matchey                  Oscar Montalvo                  Taylor Nerby                  Melanie Ovalle 
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Class of 2019  

                                       Matthew Pyka                 Gipsy Rodriguez      

    Jennifer Salazar                 Justin Samson                     Nevaeh Scow                 Bethany Skroch             

    Zachary Taylor                 Lynnsey Tuschner                Albin Woychik                Andrew Woychik  
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From the Desk of Mr. Schmitt 

CO-OP Update 
 

     It has been awhile since I have written about 

the status of the Trempealeau Valley Co-op 2.0 

(TVC 2.0). If you are not familiar 

with TVC 2.0, it is essentially a re-

birth of the model that was part 

of the local educational system 

from the 1980’s through the early 

2000’s. Currently only Independ-

ence, Arcadia, Whitehall, and 

Blair-Taylor are part of TVC 2.0. It’s 

mission is “We will be a world-class collabora-

tive educational system in a rural setting.”  

What this essentially means is we want to give 

all students in this region the opportunities of a 

large high school, but keep the small school en-

vironment and atmosphere.   

     As with any new organization, or change to 

an existing one, there are growing pains. The 

initial purpose of the co-op was to give the stu-

dents in the schools opportunities to take clas-

ses that may be unavailable on their campus, 

but available on another. For example, the 

Family Consumer Education program was cut in 

Independence many years ago, but it is still 

available at Whitehall and the other Districts in 

the co-op. In exchange, Independence is the 

only school in the co-op that offers a Machining 

course and an International Business course.  

This coordination between the schools allows 

students to have much more choice in schedul-

ing classes and many more opportunities to 

take courses they are interested in. It also ad-

dresses the teacher shortage in many subject 

areas such as technical education.   

     The TVC 2.0 formed a Governing Board 

about one and a half years ago which is com-

posed of two School Board members from 

each District. In addition to the Mission, the 

Governing Board has a list of seven Key Com-

ponents to help direct its Mission. One of them 

is, “Regional stability and growth must become 

the primary perspective as we plan at all levels 

inside our schools and communities coupled 

with recruiting and retaining staff and using all 

resources in the most cost-effective way.”  The 

interpretation of this component is that schools 

must be in tune with the local economy and 

local labor market projections to help sustain 

and grow the businesses and industry in the ar-

ea. This will then also sustain the quality of our 

schools and the number of students attending 

them. Employment opportunities and quality 

schools work hand-in-hand in maintaining a vi-

brant local economy. This is why the Districts in 

TVC 2.0 are currently meeting with representa-

tives of local business and industry to gather 

perspectives on their future employment needs.  

The Districts are also studying data on labor 

market projections for Trempealeau County 

and the region. All of this research is a basis for 

the Districts to develop career pathways and 

curriculums to meet the needs of the area and 

of the global marketplace.  It may be surprising 

for some, but the reality is that many of our larg-

est employers in this area not only do business 

locally, but also nationally and all over the 

world. A common phrase within the co-op is “It 

is our job to prepare students to go anywhere in 

the world, it’s industry’s job to keep them here.” 

     Although the co-op model has been used 

before, this co-op is definitely dealing with a 

different society than before.  Information and 

technology is growing at an exponential rate, 

and it is not only necessary to educate our stu-

dents for the opportunities currently available, 

but we must also emphasis the ability for them 

to learn and adapt, as many of the jobs they 

will perform in the future aren’t currently creat-

ed. Although this is an exciting time it is also 

challenging. As the old cliché goes, “Two 

heads are better than one”, I then hypothesize 

that four “heads” are much better than one or 

two.  This is the whole premise behind our coop-

eration. 

 

Barry Schmitt 

District Administrator 
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Ready to Lift Off! 
 

     As I reflect upon another year in the Inde-

pendence School District, I value the relation-

ships I’ve built with students, staff 

and families.  By working togeth-

er we are  truly making some 

wonderful things happen for our 

students. Our staff continues to 

amaze with their efforts and fo-

cus on creating the best learning 

experience for each student. As 

a district, we may not always see great success 

right away, but our trajectory is pointing up as 

we are continuously improving with each day. 

We are ready for lift off! 

     The summer months are fast approaching.  

This is building a sense of urgency within our 

staff.  Instead of a mindset of shutting down 

and getting ready for the summer break, our 

staff continue to challenge students with teach-

ing of the power standards. Teachers want to 

make sure they are exposing each student to 

the standards they have identified as power 

standards before moving them onto the next 

grade level. It may not sound urgent for some-

one outside of a classroom, but it is a big deal 

to us.  It is like taking a blueprint and seeing if 

the plan actually worked. This will be our sec-

ond full year using our standard-based report 

card. When this year does come to a conclu-

sion, we will analyze our student data and de-

termine if the blueprint was followed, or if an 

adjustment is needed before the start of next 

school year. We do all of this to increase the 

rigor of our programming which will give each 

student the best opportunity to succeed be-

yond our school walls. There is great power hav-

ing a common vision across our district that we 

can all aspire to attain.   

     We need to be proud of the great work that 

is happening. Our students are earning higher 

marks in the eye of our state. At the elementary 

Vanderloop Scoop level, we are seeing a closure of our achieve-

ment gap when comparing different subgroups 

of students. Our elementary has been identified 

as a top school in the state in this area.  We 

have recently earned a Title I Award for 

“Beating the Odds.” This accomplishment is 

identified by the success our students have had 

on the state test (Forward Exam). Although we 

are seeing incremental success, we recognize 

there is still room for improvement. The arrow is 

pointing in the right direction and we hope to 

build capacity at each grade level so the 

knowledge of our entire district continues to 

grow. That is why efforts of teaching to the 

standard(s) and student learning is so important 

at every grade level.   

     Summer is fast approaching and soon our 

children will be out of our school walls and into 

the walls of our community.  Although we 

would like as many students as possible to at-

tend our summer programming, we know our 

students will be visiting the library, beaches, 

playgrounds, and even JoJo’s Drive-In. When 

you see them around town, tell them you are 

proud of what you are hearing about your 

school. Tell them they matter and are important 

to their own success and the success of the dis-

trict. Ask them about their day. Ask them what 

they are reading this summer. Even though we 

are small, we come together to do some amaz-

ing things. We would not be as successful with-

out the support of our community. Be proud of 

your school district, we are ready to take flight!  

Thank you for being a positive, active commu-

nity member for our children! 

 

Robert Vanderloop 

Principal/Director of Special Education 
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End of the Year Device Check In 
Families of Independence Students Grades 6-12 



Enrichment & Technology                    Page 8 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Clipart Sources Throughout Newsletter 

 http://www.google.com 

 https://www.facebook.com/ 
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College for Kids 
 

     Thirteen fifth grade students were able to at-

tend College for Kids that was sponsored by the 

MVGTN (Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented 

Network) on April 12th at the University of Wis-

consin La Crosse. Students were selected to at-

tend the event by writing an essay explaining 

why they would be a good candidate to at-

tend the event.   

     The day included a variety of different ses-

sions that were offered by university staff and 

students. Indee students enjoyed sessions about 

cooking, engineering, rock climbing, anthropol-

ogy, art and what it would be like to be a col-

lege student. 

     All of the students that attended had a great 

time and enjoyed seeing the campus and 

learning what a university has to offer. Many 

positive comments about the day were heard 

during lunch and on the ride home. 

Owen Gierok, James Carrillo Taylor, Gunner Nelson,  

Jacob Pieper, Preston Solberg, Jose Cantu Lucio 

Mareni Xochicale, Nancy Maldonado Ortiz, Naydi  

Morales Cervantes, Cristal Sandoval Lopez,  Makiyah 

Scow, Nayeli Ortiz Hernandez, Serena Greenwold 

Heritage Fair 
 

     Talon Sobczak, Danika Ekern, Evelyn Lopez 

Cano and Emily Hovey were selected to repre-

sent our school on April 25th at the Regional 

Heritage Fair that is sponsored by the MVGTN.  

All of the fourth grade students selected a topic 

about Wisconsin to research for their project.  

After completing their research, students wrote 

an essay, constructed a display board and 

gave a presentation to their classmates.  The 

students that were selected to attend the Re-

gional Heritage Fair were selected based on the 

quality of their work and presentation. Each of 

the projects selected were unique and the stu-

dents did a fine job with their presentations. Tal-

on Sobczak did his project on the badger, Eve-

lyn Lopez Cano did her project on the Ojibwe, 

Emily Hovey did her project on Holstein cattle, 

and Danika Ekern did her project on Ekern Dairy 

Supply.   

L to R:  Evelyn Lopez Cano, Talon Sobczak,  

Danika Ekern, and Emily Hovey 

Announcements on TCC Station 

 
Viewers can tune into 18-84 or HD channel 884 

to view school announcements.  
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Hands on Health 
 

     On Tuesday, February 19th, six students from Independence joined several other schools for a 

Hands on Health Day through Scenic Rivers Area Health Education Center (AHEC) and Gundersen 

Health System. Students prepared with training on confidentiality and also learned about expecta-

tions within the medical field including dress code and technology policies. Students were able to 

participate in job shadows with various departments, in-

cluding gastroenterology, OB/GYN, child life, neurosci-

ence, phlebotomy, and nursing. After shadowing profes-

sionals in real-life settings, students walked over to 

Gundersen’s Integrated Center for Education (ICE 

House). While there, they rotated through several simula-

tions including laparoscopic surgery, vaccinations, ultra-

sound, and anatomy challenges. All of the students thor-

oughly enjoyed the opportunity to see what a day in the 

healthcare field is like. Many had their future plans con-

firmed or saw new areas they’d like to learn more about. 

We’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Bob Matysik 

from Scenic Rivers AHEC for coordinating the event and 

to Gundersen Health System for providing such a won-

derful opportunity. 

 

 

Left to right, bottom to top: Destiny Campbell,  

Yael Xochicale, Grace Pyka, Madisyn Conrad, 

Adaelyn Kalk, and Melanie Ovalle.  

Bottom Row:  ICE House student worker,  

Madisyn Conrad 

Top Row:  Yael Xochicale, Destiny Campbell, Adaelyn 

Kalk, ICE House student worker,  

Melanie Ovalle, Grace Pyka 

Adaelyn Kalk and Yael Xochicale  

work on a vaccination simulation.  
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Young Writers Workshop 
 

     Four students from the Independence Mid-

dle School attended the Young Writer’s Work-

shop on February 26th at the Arcadia Middle 

School. Those that attended included Teresa 

Najera, Alanna Crebo, Kiley Przybilla and Ahn-

na Bautch. Students were selected to attend 

based on recommendations of their class-

room teachers. 

     The day was highlighted by a presentation 

and writing workshop with published author 

Amanda Zieba of Holmen, Wisconsin. The 

workshop also offered the students the oppor-

tunity to read a piece of writing of their 

choice amongst a group of peers from differ-

ent schools and receive feedback.   

     All those that attended found the work-

shop helpful to their personal writing and en-

joyed learning about the trade of writing from 

a published author.   

 

 

Bianca Najera, Ahnna Bautch,  

Alanna Crebo, and Kiley Przybilla 

Intro to Machine and Metal Fab 
 

     On Thursday, April 18th, the Intro to Ma-

chine and Metal Fabrication students took a 

manufacturing tour through Plank Enterprises, 

Inc. in Eau Claire, WI. There they got to see first

-hand what goes into making specialty indus-

trial lighting and personnel lifts, as well as do-

ing contract manufacturing for customers in 

the field of oil, rail, defense, and agriculture, 

just to name a few. 

     In the picture, Dan Low, Director of Manu-

facturing Operations, explains to the students 

how a CNC bender takes flat cut outs of met-

al and shapes them into industrial light troffers. 

Later he let each student take a turn operat-

ing a personnel scissor lift that they construct-

ed there. 
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     Spelling Bee 

     Students from the Independence Elementary 

School and Middle School participated in the 

MVGTN (Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented 

Network) Spelling Bee on March 19th. Jacob 

Hubbell of the 5th grade and Damon Connor of 

the 8th grade traveled to Westby to compete 

against other schools from the north and south 

regions of the MVGTN. Jacob and Damon 

claimed their spots to compete in Westby by 

competing in our local spelling bee. Damon 

Connor was our Indee Spelling Bee Champion 

and Jacob Hubbell was our runner-up. Each of 

our Indee students did a great job representing 

our school and had fun while doing it.   

Reality Check 2019  

     Independence Juniors and Seniors participated in UW-Extension’s annual Reality Check Event 

on Thursday, March 21st at Mondovi High School. The event is a simulation of the real-world deci-

sions students will need to make in their mid-20’s. Students examined their choices and conse-

quences of decisions related to education, careers, earning, budgeting, borrowing, credit, alco-

hol and substance use, and child care.   

     Prior to the event, students worked with UW-Extension to research a career, earnings, educa-

tional requirements, educational costs, and benefits that they may encounter as a 25-year-old. 

Students started the Reality Check event by participating in a mock employment interview. Partic-

ipants were assigned a wage and a description of their life (married/divorced, number of chil-

dren, etc). Volunteers at the event helped students understand their paycheck, including taxes 

and withholdings. Students were then able to open a checking account using their monthly 

     Congratulations to the Indee students 

who completed their EMT coursework this 

spring: Melanie Ovalle, Neveah Scow, Geri 

Fredrickson, Carter Koval, and Lynnsey 

Tuschner.  

EMT Completion 
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paycheck, then use blank checks and a register to keep track of their spending. Participants were 

required to visit a total of 30 different stations to make financial decisions. These stations included 

housing, credit, human services, insurance, veteran’s benefits, automotive, investments, and many 

more.       

     Once students visited all of the stations, they worked with an 

adult volunteer to review their checking account. If they had 

money left they discussed what could be done with the money on 

a monthly basis such as saving or investing. If they had a negative 

balance for the month, they had to go back to some of the sta-

tions and adjust their spending habits. 

     While almost all of the money used during Reality Check was 

pretend, a few Independence students were awarded real mon-

ey. Creed Brenner, Nicole Filla, Rebecca Heiden, and Fabian Leon 

submitted business plans 

they created in their Entre-

preneurship class, which 

earned them awards at 

the event. Congratulations 

on a job well done! 

     At the end of the day, 

students were tired and a 

bit overwhelmed; but, the general consensus was that there 

was a wealth of information to learn and it was a successful 

event. There were over 130 local volunteers from various 

businesses and agencies that helped with the day. A special 

thank you to UW-Extension for planning the event and all of 

the volunteers that made the day a huge success. We look 

forward to Reality Check 2020! 

 

 

Fabian Leon and Creed Brenner are 

ready to start working after their  

employment interviews. 

Dylan Marsolek, Carter Koval, and Sam Killian 

impress the interviewers. 

Welcome to parenting, Alex Risler, Matt Kingsbury, Wyatt Suhr,  

and Logan Dahl-Abramczak! 

Chase Cooper had a run in 

with the law. 
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Ashley Career Day 

     On Wednesday, March 19th, the 8th graders 

participated in a Career Day hosted by Ashley 

Furniture. Students split into four groups to see 

different career clusters, including an engineer-

ing cluster, business cluster, machine and 

maintenance cluster, and a creative cluster. 

     Prior to the event, students were able to rank 

their preference on which cluster they were 

most interested in to make the event more 

meaningful to them.  

     Students in the 

engineering cluster 

heard from profes-

sionals in several 

different engineer-

ing departments, 

such as automation 

engineering, manu-

facturing engineer-

ing, facility engi-

neering, product 

engineering, quality 

engineering, and 

packaging engineering. After hearing from the 

panel, students toured research and develop-

ment, product engineering, saw automation in 

the factory, visited the quality lab where prod-

ucts are tested, and watched a SolidWorks 

class.  

     The second cluster was the business cluster, 

which heard from 

professionals in vari-

ous departments, 

such as human re-

sources, recruiting, 

business intel l i -

gence, imports, 

supply chain, cus-

tomer service, ac-

counting, and IT. 

After hearing from professionals in those areas, 

students created their own mock business 

plans.  

     Students in the machine and maintenance 

cluster heard from professionals in areas such as 

diesel maintenance, facility maintenance, 

welding fabrication, machine maintenance, 

tooling, and CNC programming. Students were 

also able to tour the tool and dye room, see 

two machines 

that are pro-

grammed by 

CNC and see 

the inside of a 

semi.  

     The last op-

tion was the 

creative clus-

ter ,  which 

heard from 

profess ionals 

from areas 

such as prod-

uct design, public relations, digital media, 

graphic design, interior design, and product 

photography. After hearing from the panel, stu-

dents were able to use a green screen, read a 

te leprompter , 

edit photos, 

and explore 

product design.  

     Thank you to 

Ashley Furniture 

for hosting our 

students and 

providing lunch! 

Students toured the mainte-

nance shop and learned about 

how machines are kept in prop-

er working order. 

Students toured the  

production floor. 

Students who participated in the business cluster were 

able to present their business plans. 

Students show off their foam animals 

that were made with machines they 

learned about. 

Students heard from an interior 

designer.  
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     The Independence Lions Club distributed 

bike helmets to 31 third graders from both Inde-

pendence Public School and Saints Peter and 

Paul School on Thursday, March 28, 2019.  Lion 

Paul Tobiason, an avid biker himself, reviewed 

principles of bike safety before the helmets 

were distributed and stressed the importance of 

always wearing a helmet when riding.  

Bike Helmets Distributed 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
     All parents are reminded to call the school 

by 9:00 a.m. on the day of your child’s ab-

sence. Failure to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. 

may result in a disciplinary action for the stu-

dent. We appreciate your cooperation on 

this. Again, if parents do not call, then we will 

call to confirm the fact that parents know 

where their children are (either at home or 

school), and that our children are safe.  

Thanks for your cooperation. 

Students Visit The Salon Professional Academy 

     On Monday, February 18th, eight students from Independence High School visited The Salon 

Professional Academy in Onalaska. The academy offers several program options, including cos-

metology, esthetics, massage therapy, and a beauty essentials makeup course. During the visit, 

students were able to tour the facility and learn about the pro-

gram. They were also treated to makeovers and participated 

as models in the school’s hair show. This was a great opportuni-

ty for our students to meet with, ask questions of, and learn 

from aspiring cosmetol-

ogists. Being involved 

in the afternoon also 

allowed our students to 

get a feel for what at-

tending the school 

would be like. Thank 

you to The Salon Pro-

fessional Academy for 

hosting us! Front Row: Adaelyn Kalk, Elvecia  

Najera; Second Row: Lydia Peterson, 

Melanie Ovalle, Gipsy Rodriguez,  

Ashley Badillo Basillo. 
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     This year’s prom was based on the Mardi Gras! Because of state testing, the juniors were able to 

take a whole day to decorate and spend time together as a class. They decorated the historic 

opera house in red, gold, black, and white with masks, beads, and glittering lights. A giant mask and 

PROM letters adorned center stage for the grand march. The big surprise was the return of Ian 

Wright, last year’s King, who had moved to the east coast shortly after prom last year. He and Dan-

iella Warner crowned the new King and Queen. Court members were: Creed Brenner, John Halama, 

Fabian Leon, Alex Risler, Yael Xochicale, Krystal Johnson, Hailey Proctor, Grace Pyka, Lauren Sylla, 

and Brianna Truog. The newly crowned Prom King and Queen were Creed Brenner and Grace Pyka.   

The Juniors would like to thank all of the parents/grandparents and the organizations that made this 

memorable night possible! 

Mardi Gras Carnival Junior PROM 2019 
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Post Prom 2019 

     On April 27th, many of our students were in 

fancy suits and dresses and on their way to 

restaurants with their friends. From there, they 

attended Prom, then changed out of their for-

mal clothes and attended Post Prom. The 

event has past, but hopefully there are a lot 

of fun and joyful moments to cherish from the 

evening.    

     The Post Prom event started at midnight, 

with several high school students attending.  

The Junior Class planned activities for the 

evening with the main request being the large 

inflatable. This year it was a 70-foot obstacle 

course. It was new to the students and every-

one enjoyed it. Students also played basket-

ball, bean bag toss and other activities in the 

gym.  Some students enjoyed movies in the 

choir room, or card and boards games in the 

cafeteria. You could also see random blan-

kets around the school with students getting 

naps. We had plenty of pizzas, hot dogs, ice 

cream and snacks for everyone to enjoy.   

     Again this year, we had a large amount of 

support from the community. Local and out of 

town businesses donated prizes and gifts for 

the students. Parents also contributed snacks 

for the students as well as helping out during 

the evening.  

     We want to acknowledge the following 

parents and teachers that took time out of 

their schedule to stay awake during Post 

Prom.  Those helping this year are:  Heather 

Back, Michelle Brenner, Kim Halama, Todd 

Matchey, Jill Scow, Tyler Sherry, Ms. Hruza and 

Mr. Evenson.  Thank you for all your help!  A 

special thanks to Tracy Halama and Keith 

Pronschinske for the extra work that was 

asked of them.  This event would not be possi-

ble without the help and generosity from eve-

ryone!  Thank you all so much!! The list shown 

is of those that donated to our event. 
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     Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a nationwide, non-profit organization dedicated to building, assem-

bling, and delivering beds to children and families in need. The Trempealeau County Chapter of 

Sleep In Heavenly Peace is one of only three chapters in Wisconsin. Since September of 2018, this 

chapter alone has built and distributed over 100 beds in our area. More information about the pro-

gram, including how to request a bed, can be found at www.shpbeds.org.  

     The senior class worked in conjunction with Sleep In Heavenly Peace on Wednesday, April 24th 

to build 20 beds that 

will be distributed 

locally. Prior to the 

build, Mr. Hovell’s 

classes prepared 

the lumber by cut-

ting it to the exact 

sizes needed. Senior 

students were men-

tored by adult vol-

unteers to learn the 

steps involved with 

building a bed, 

which included us-

ing drills, sanders, 

stain, and branding tools. Even students who did not have any experience with woodworking prior 

to the event were able to be valuable members of the team. This was a wonderful way for our stu-

dents to learn more about civic responsibility and let our Indee pride shine throughout our commu-

nity. There will be 20 or more children in our community who no longer have to sleep on the 

couch, floor, or with family members. Children who receive the beds will also get blankets, pillows, 

and a mattress. For some, this may be the first time in their lives that they had their own bed.  

     A very special thank you to the 

Rainbow Community Club, for their 

monetary donation to fund this event 

and for organizing a bedding/pillow 

drive.  To Starwood Rafters for their dis-

count on the wood and Central Build-

ers Supply donating the screws and 

bolts.  . Thank you to Larry Guthrie, the 

SHP Trempealeau County Chapter 

President, for coordinating the event 

and for the SHP volunteers for helping 

with the build. Thank you to Mr. Hovell 

and the students at Independence 

High School for preparing and assem-

bling the beds. This event showcased 

the impact we can make in our com-

munity when we work together.  

Seniors Give Back 

http://www.shpbeds.org
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Indee Powerlifters Go Back-To-Back at State Championships! 

     For the last two years Indee Power-

lifting has brought home silver in the 

girl’s team rankings.  Well this year 

was the same, as the first weekend in 

March we traveled to Appleton, WI 

for the Wisconsin High School Power-

lifting Association state champion-

ships.  Independence had six ladies 

represent the team, and with the 

fierce competition they managed to 

bring home some hardware.  New 

comer and first time state participant 

Rebecca Heiden placed 17th, in a 

very tough weight class. Next up, we 

had freshman, and last year’s youth 

national champion, Chloe Cooper 

bring home bronze, as well as junior 

Elvecia Najera found herself a third 

place finish.  Senior Jenni Salazar 

fought through some adversity, and also brought home the bronze medal.  Finishing up, we had two 

seniors win the gold medal.  Geri Fredrickson and Bethany Skroch ended up in the top spot of their 

weight classes. Congrats to all who competed at state. 

     Three weeks later Indee Powerlifting had five girls compete at the USA Powerlifting national 

championships in Alexandria, Louisiana.  Freshman Chloe Cooper continued her success and took 

2nd for Indee Powerlifting. Junior Elvecia Najera came from way back in the rankings, and finished 

with a fifth place medal.  Our seniors, who are going to be hard to replace, Bethany Skroch had an 

unbelievably competitive class and finished with an 11th place.  Geri Fredrickson and Jenni Salazar 

lifted great as well and each brought home silver in their weight classes. 

     On May 10th and 11th, Geri Fredrickson and Jenni Salazar will be competing in the USA Powerlifting 

women’s open nationals in Chicago,(Lombard) IL.  They will be trying to make either of the national 

teams that will be competing at the world championships in either Regina, Saskatoon Canada or 

San Jose, Costa Rica.  Finally a few short weeks after that, Geri Fredrickson will represent TEAM USA 

at the world bench press championships in Tokyo, Japan on May 22nd.  This is the first time in the 15 

year history of Indee Powerlifting that we have had a lifter compete on the world level.  Congratula-

tions to all, and best of luck to the girls going on to compete.  Special thanks to all the parents and 

coaching staff for their never ending support of Indee Powerlifting! 

L to R:  Elvecia Najera, Bethany Skroch, Chloe Cooper, Jennifer Salazar, 

Geri Fredrickson, Rebecca Heiden, and Andi Laehn. 

Spring Sports Banquet 

     The spring sports banquet is scheduled for 

Monday, June 10th at 6:30 PM in the high 

school cafeteria (We will change this to June  

17th if we have late spring tournament success 

in Baseball). We will honor all spring sports ath-

letes from baseball, softball, track, and golf as 

well as Academic all-conference recipients. 



     The 2019 High School Forensics season has 

drawn to a close and the Independence team 

has had another successful year! We battled 

against many school cancellations due to in-

clement weather, which resulted in many sever-

al missed practices and team meetings. Even 

with such hurdles (and Subdistrict being re-

scheduled three times!), our team persevered. 

     Despite the many cancellations and date 

changes, we were finally able to attend our first 

real contest at Subdistrict, held in Arcadia on 

March 4. Team members needed to score 16 or 

higher (out of 25) in two of three rounds to earn 

the right to go on to District Contest. All students 

who performed that night went on to District. 

     District was held at UW-LaCrosse on March 

16, just twelve short days after our initial compe-

tition instead of the usual full month. Unfortu-

nately, Agustina Romero Alejo (Prose) and Lor-

raina Kalk (Poetry) were not able to perform at 

District due to family activities and illness. Those 

competing were Amy Lien, Poetry; Gipsy Rodri-

guez, Poetry; Kevin Halvorson and Kaci Kahler, 

Play Acting. At District, members needed to 

score 20 or higher [out of 25] to earn the right to 

go on to State.  The entire team scored highly 

enough to go on to State. 

     The team traveled to UW-Madison for State 

Contest on Saturday, April 13. At State, all per-

formers won silver medals! Congratulations, 

t e a m ! 

C o a c h 

H o l l y 

K n u d t -

son is 

v e r y 

proud of 

you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs & Sports                                             Page 20 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

2019 High School Forensics 

Attending State Forensics: 

L to R:  Amy Lien, Kevin Halvorson, Kaci 

Kahler, and Gipsy Rodriguez 

Ashley for the Arts 

     The annual Ashley For the Arts will occur Au-

gust 8-10 this year. This is the one of the biggest 

fundraisers of the year for the Independence 

Booster Club and athletic teams. There will be a 

sign-up located on the school website (Check 

back for updates) Please help us by donating 

your time and this will also give you access to 

the whole event for the weekend. 

Additional Days for 4K Friends 
Due to the snow days, we added some educa-

tional and fun experience for our 4K friends.  

 

 Friday, April 26nd: Afternoon Only 4K  

students will have a full day of school 

(students will eat lunch in the cafeteria) 

 Friday, May 17th: All 4K students will be  

traveling to Gierok Family Farm for a day of 

farm learning and fun.  

 Friday, May 24th: All 4K students will be  

traveling to Irvine Park and Zoo in Chippewa 

Falls with 5K. 

 Tuesday, May 28th: Morning Only 4K  

students will have a full day of school 

(students will eat lunch in the cafeteria). 

 Wednesday, May 29th: Morning Only 4K  

students will have a full day of school for 

their 5K preview day (students will eat lunch 

in the cafeteria). 

 Thursday, May 30th: Afternoon Only 4K  

students will have a full day of school 

(students will eat lunch in the cafeteria). 

 Friday, May 31st: Afternoon Only 4K students 

will have a full day of school for their 5K  

preview day (students will eat lunch in the 

cafeteria). 

 

More information about each day will be 

shared by Mrs. Schultz as the events get closer.  
We will send bus slips home for parents to sign 

as full days will adjust transportation. 

 

Please reach out to Ms. Schultz or Mr. Vander-

loop if you have any questions. 
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Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being able 

to attend a concert or event that one of 

your family members are a part of?  Well, 

don’t miss another event!  Many of the 

events, including concerts, special presenta-

tions and graduation, are live streamed us-

ing the school’s Polycom camera.  On the 

day of the event, log into the school’s web-

site (www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the left 

side of the page there is a link called Indee 

TV Live.  If you are not available to watch it 

live, you can also click on the link Indee TV 

and there are archived events listed. 
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· Independence Public School 

· Independence K-12 Art 

· 3rd Grade at Independence 

· 4th Grade Independence Elementary 

· Independence Athletic Booster Club 

· Indees Volleyball 

· Independence Indees Girls  Basketball 

· Independence Indees Boys Basketball 

· Independence Indees Music Dept 

· Independence Gilmanton-Football 

· Independence-Gilmanton Track & Field 

· Independence High School Powerlifting 

· Indees Fastpitch Softball 

· Indee Drama Club 

· Independence FFA 

· Independence Indees Baseball 

· Independence Post Prom 

· Independence Prom 2016 

· Indees Themes 
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